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The disintegration of the artificially assembled multinational state of Yugoslavia
after the First World War gave rise to the longest series of conflicts in Europe
at the end of the twentieth century. Serbia's dispute over Kosovo's future proved
to be the most complicated of these. Because in this case there is an important
specificity: the Croatians have an independent state-building tradition in the
past, and clearly defined demographic boundaries behind them with regard to
Serbs, for example. Therefore in the parting with Serbia, the issue of the new
state formation of this nation was permanently resolved, after the end of the
military conflict provoked by Milosevic. While the case of Kosovo is a different
one. First, it emerged as an independent state reality for the first time in the
beginning of the 21st century. Second, this happened on a territory that in the
Middle Ages was included in the borders of the Serbian kingdom. And third,
within the frontiers of this new state reality in the Western Balkans, the
sentimental historical heritage of the Serbian nation remained. On the field of
Kosovo in 1389, King Lazar was killed in a battle with the army of Sultan
Bayazid; it is the seat of some of the most important Serbian monasteries. On
this basis official authorities in Belgrade have been working for two decades to

resolve a unique political dilemma: how to preserve Serbia's power over a



territory with monuments from Serbia's historical past within the frontiers of the
new state reality - Kosovo? Therefore, the two parties in the dialogue, Kosovo
and Serbia, have adopted two diametrically opposing starting positions in the
negotiations, defining their borders and future relations: Kosovo is seeking a
solution to the dispute from the position of an independent state. The reasons
for this are that in modern times the Albanian ethnic element there occupies the
first position among the population of the district. While Serbia adheres to the
tactic of "talks with a detached area", which is not treated as a state reality. As
a result, the bilateral dialogue between Belgrade and Pristina proved to be one
of the most difficult international disputes to resolve at the turn of the century.
Moreover, the Pristina-Belgrade talks have become a unique case in the history
and theory of international relations. These are serious reasons for the Kosovo-
Serbia conflict to become the subject of in-depth research. So colleague Buyar
Deskai has chosen as the topic of his dissertation an extremely important issue,

which is only at the beginning of his research and explanation.

Buyar Deskai has made serious efforts to get acquainted with the existing
scientific literature related to the theory and practice of the negotiation process
in international relations. This circumstance allows him to make convincing
comparisons of the results in the specific issues studied by him and the
classically correct rules for successful management of interstate disputes. As a
result, he has professionally defined the leading axis around which bilateral
relations revolve. It boils down to a fundamental difference in the official
positions of the two negotiating parties: while the Republic of Kosovo "views
this process as a dialogue between two independent countries, ... Serbia ...
does not recognize Kosovo as an independent state, / and / treats the
negotiations as one technical level of calls ". On this basis, the dissertation is
now able to clarify both the negative consequences for Kosovo and the

complexity of the role that intermediaries are trying to play in this unique



international conflict.

To write his work, the author has used a wide range of quantitative and
qualitative scientific methods; he analyzed the existing official documentation -
the result of the Kosovo-Serbia negotiation process; "Direct interviews" were
also taken from individuals involved in the negotiation process. They bring
clarity on issues that are not seen as an information resource in the texts of

official documents.

The structure of the dissertation is built correctly. Logically, the dissertation
clarifies at the beginning of its work the obligatory issues related to the
methodology and methodology of scientific research in the field of political
science; goes through a review of the general theory of modern conflict
management in order to outline the "good framework" for their destruction;
Logically, the specifics related to the negotiations between Pristina and
Belgrade so far have been highlighted, concluding that they do not resolve the
issue of Kosovo's final status; the author seeks the reasons for this in the
starting position of the Serbian side; logically, the doctoral student comes to the
important sub-question about the peculiarities of behavior and the influence of

international factors in the negotiation process.

As the basis from which Belgrade and Pristina are negotiating is incompatible,
my colleague Deskai has made great efforts to clarify the possibilities of
international mediators to manage the negotiation process. In this regard, the
doctoral student has correctly outlined the specifics of the approaches of the
United States (supporting the independence of Kosovo), the peculiarities of the
behavior of Russia and China (lobbying in favor of Serbia) and the EU position,
which is trying to promise membership. to bring the positions of the two

negotiating parties closer together. However, the lack of a real instrument to



enforce the EU's will in such complex political debates turns Brussels' mediating
role in the Kosovo-Serbia conflict into a benevolent but harmless (and

ineffective) mediator who cannot bring the process to a halt.

In the final part of the dissertation there is a separate section entitled
"Recommendations”. In my opinion, this is about the main scientific
contributions of the dissertation. | accept what is said there as a summary of
the issues studied. Because the case of the negotiation process between
Serbia and Kosovo proves once again: the need in the negotiations to formulate
well in advance the agenda for the dialogue, plus setting deadlines for the
implementation of the decisions taken; in order for the negotiations to have a
result, it is necessary to ensure equality between the negotiators - something
that is absent in the researched process; in this case, it is beneficial to establish
greater coordination in the mediation role of the US and the EU; it is rightly
stated that "the EU must play a greater and more decisive role in this process,
because Brussels' hesitations have prolonged the negotiation process and
threatened the stability of the Western Balkans"; the successful conclusion of
the Kosovo-Serbia negotiation process is seen as a political outcome that will
have indisputable positive effects for the Balkans and South-Eastern Europe;
however, in order to reach a mutually acceptable outcome in the negotiations,
the disselrtant considers it necessary to “increase the pressure” on the part of
the mediators, and to offer additional incentives to the negotiators. Because the
unsettled status of Kosovo hinders its integration into a series of important
international organizations and introduces undesirable disharmony among

public opinion.

Recommendations: 1. | think that in creating the abstract the dissertation should
have sought the assistance of a Bulgarian colleague for a clearer, more focused

and up-to-date presentation of the text presenting the analyzed issues in the



dissertation.

2. In a spirit of collegiality, | would recommend that this manuscript be published
as a stand-alone monograph. Then, however, | think a shorter title should be
used, such as: "Kosovo-Serbia conflict” ( 2006-2016).

CONCLUSION: Bujar Deskai's dissertation as a whole leaves a positive
impression on the reader. The work is written on a rich bibliographic and
documentary basis, which allows the doctoral student to go deep into the fabric
of the researched private scientific issues. There he formulates his own
conclusions, which he draws and defends as his own positions in the text. The
dissertation's visible effort to suggest the best course of action, which would
help bring the desired positive end to the Kosovo-Serbia conflict, is also evident.
6 solid articles from the thematic area of the considered scientific work have

also been published.

In view of the above, | propose to the esteemed members of the scientific jury
to vote "YES" for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor" to
Buyar Deskay, in the professional field 3.3. Political Sciences. Scientific

specialty Political Science / International Relations /.
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PasnagbT Ha u3KycTtBeHO crnobeHaTta MHOroOHauMOHanHa ObpXkaBa
FOrocnaeus cnep lNMbpeBaTta cBETOBHA BOWMHA, NOPOAMN HaW-NPOOBbIDKATENHATA
cepus oT KoHNUKTK B EBpona, B kpas Ha XX-To cTtonetne. Kato Han-cnoxeH
ce okasa cnopbT Ha Cbpbus 3a 6baeLLeTo Ha Kocoo. 3alloTo B TO3un crny4van
€ Hanuue BaxHa crneunduka: xbpBaTUTEe Hanpumep, umat 3ag ropba cu u
CaMOCTOSATENHA ObPXaBHOTBOPHA Tpaauuus B MUHAMOTO, U SICHO O4YepTaHu
aemorpadckn rpaHiun, No OTHOLWEHWE Ha cbpbuTe. 3aToBa Npu pasgsnaTta
cbC Cbpbus, BbNPOCHLT 3a HOBOTO AbPXKABHOCTHO obocobsBaHe nMpu TO3W
Hapo4 Cce pewn TpanHo, cne Kpast Ha NPoBOKUpaHna oT Munowesny BOEHeEH
KOHNukT. [lokaTo cnydaar ¢ KocoBo e no-pasnunyeH. [bpBo, To ce o6ocobu
KaTo camMoCTOsITENHa AbpKaBHa pearnHoCT 3a NpbB NbT Hadanoto Ha XXI| Bek.
Ha BTOpO MACTO, TOBa CTaHa BbpXYy TEPUTOPUS, KOATO Npe3 CpegHOBEKOBUETO
€ BKMYBaHa B rpaHuuuTe Ha cpbOCKOTO KpancTtBo. M Ha TpeTto MACTo, B
rpaHULMTE Ha Ta3n HOBa OAbPXKaBHa peanHocT B 3anagHuTte bankaHun ocTaHa
CaHTUMEHTAaNHO UCTOPUYECKO HacneacTBO Ha cpbbckaTta Haumda. Ha Kocoso
none npe3 1389 rognHa 3arvea kpan Jlasap, B buTkata ¢ apMusiTa Ha CynTaH
bassna; Tam e ceganuweTo Ha egHu OT Han-BaXXHUTE CPBbOCKM MaHacTUpu u
np./ Ha tasn ocHoBa odumunaneH benrpag Bedye OBe geceTuneTvst nonara
ycunusa ga paspelun efHa YyHuKanHa no CBosiTa CIOXHOCT nonuMtuyecka
aunemarta: Kak ga ce cbxpaHu Bnactta Ha Cbpbua Hapg Teputopust C
naMmeTHUUN OT CPbOCKOTO UCTOPUYECKO MUHAMO, HO B FpaHMUMTE Ha HoBaTa
AbpxaBHa peanHoct - KocoBo? [Mopagn ToBa ABETE CTpaHM B Amanora —
KocoBo n Cbpbusa Bbanpuexa gBe anameTpanHo NpoTUBOMOSIOXHN CTapTOBU
no3nuMm Npy BOOEHETO Ha NPEroBopuTe, 3a OnpeaensiHe Ha TEXHUTE rPaHnLM
n Obaewm B3aMMOOTHOLWEHUNA: KOCOBO Tbpcu paspelleHne Ha crnopa oT
nosvumsaTa Ha He3aBucumarta abpxkaBa. OCHOBaHMATa 3a TOBa ca, Y€ B HOBOTO
BpemMe anbGaHCKUAT eTHUYECKM €efleMeHT Tam 3aema nbpBa no3nuus cpeg
HaceneHTneTo Ha obnactTa. [lokato Cbpbus ce npuabpka KbM TakTMkaTa -

»Pa3roBopm € efgHa OTKbCHalna ce obnact®, kosaTO He ce TpeTnpa KaTto



AbpXaBHa peanHocT. B pesyntat ABYCTpaHHUAT ananor mexay benrpag u
MpywmHa ce okasa efuH OT HaW-TPYAHO paspemmuTe MeXayHapoaHU
CrnopoBe, B Ha4anoTo Ha HOBOTO cTonetve. Hewo nosedve - nperosopute
mexay MNpuwHa — benrpag ce npeBbpHaxa B YHWKarneH Kasyc 3a ucropusrta u
TeopuaTa Ha MeXOoyHapOoAHWTEe OTHoWweHuUsa. ToBa ca Cepuo3HM OCHOBaHMS,
KOHPNUKTBT KocoBo — Cbpbusa aa ce npeBbpHe B npegMeT Ha 3aablboyeHo
Hay4yHO mn3crneasaHe. Taka 4e konerata bysip [leckan e usbpan 3a Tema Ha
CcBOsiTa AucepTaumsa egHa U3KNHOYUTENHO BaXHa npobnemaTuka, KOATo e
eABa B Ha4anoTo Ha CBOETO Hay4YHO uscneaBaHe U 06ACHeHue.

AncepTaHTbT € NOMOXWUN CEepUO3HM yCunus, 3a fa ce 3ano3Hae CbC
CblUecTByBalllaTa Hay4YyHa nuTepaTtypa, CBbp3aHa C TeopusTa 1 NpakTukaTta Ha
NPEeroBOpPHUSA NpoLec B MeXAyHapoaHUTE OTHoLWeHus. ToBa 0BCTOATENCTBO
My TMoO3BONsiBa Aa npaBu YybOeauTenHW CpaBHEHUS Ha pesyntatute B
nscrieaBaHaTa OT Hero cneuuduyHa npobrnematvka M Kracuyecku BepHuUTe
npaeBuna, 3a YCMNEWHO MeHaXupaHe Ha MexayobpxaBHuTe crnopose. B
pe3ynTtaT Ton npodecrmoHanHo e geduHupan BogelwaTta O0C OKOMO KOATO ce
BbPTAT ABYCTPAHHUTE OTHOLLEHUS. TS ce cBexaa 40 NpUHUMNHaTa pasnuka, B
oduumanHuTe No3vMuMM Ha OBeTe NPeroBopsWM cTpaHu: gokato Penybnuka
KocoBo ,pasrnexaa To3v Npouec KaTo Ananor Mexay ABe He3aBUCUMU CTPaHW,
...CbpbOusa ... He npu3HaBa KocoBO kaTo HesaBMCuMMa Abpxasa, /u/ Tpetupa
nperoBopuTeE KaTo €4HO TEXHMYECKO paBHULLE Ha pa3roBopu®. Ha Tasn ocHoBa
ANCEPTaHTLT BeYe € B CbCTOSHWE Aa U3ACHW MU HeraTMBHWUTE nocrneauum 3a
KocoBo, 1 CnoXHOCTTa Ha pondaTta, KOSTO ce OnuTBaT Aa Urpadt CTpaHUYHUTE
nocpegHuuM, B TO3M YHUKaNeH MexayHapoaeH KOHQINKT.

3a HanucBaHeTO Ha Tpyda CYM aBKTOPbLT € M3nonasan 6orata rama ot
KONMMYECTBEHN W KAYeCTBEHUM HayyHU MeToau; TOWM € aHanuaupan
CblUecTByBallaTa ouymnanHa JoOKyMeHTaumsa — o4 Ha NperoBopHMs npouec
mexay KocoBo-Cbpbus; B3eTM ca M ,OUPEKTHU WUHTEPBIOTA® OT JIMYHOCTM

y4vacTtBallun B NperoBopHuUA npoLec. Te BHAcAT AcHOTa o BbMNpoCcuTe, KOATO HE



ce 3abensasBaT kKaTo MHPOPMAaLIMOHEH PECYpC B TEKCTOBETE Ha odmumanHute
AOKYMEHTW.

CTpykTypata Ha guceprtaumdara € nocTpoeHa npaBusiHO. JlormyHo
ANCEPTaHTBT M3ACHSBA B HA4YanoOKTO Ha CBOsTa paboTa 3agbimKUTENHUTE
BbNPOCK CBbpP3aHu C MeToAMKaTa U METOAOSOrMATa Ha HAay4YHOTO M3cneaBaHe,
B obnacTTa Ha nonuTuyeckaTta Hayka; npeMmHaBa npea nperneq Ha obuwiaTa
Teopus 3a ynpasfieHMETO Ha MOAEPHUTE KOHMNNKTK, 3a Aa oyepTae ,JobpaTta
pamka“ cBbp3aHa C TAXHOTO paspyLlaBaHe; NMOrMYHO KaTo BOAEL, aKUEHT €
n3BeaeHa KOHKpeTuKaTa CBbp3aHa C NpOBeAEeHUTE A0 cera NperoBopun Mexay
MpuwmnHa n benrpag, kato ce npasu U3BOA, Ye Te He pa3peluaBat npobnema
3a dumHanHma crtatyt Ha KocoBo; mpuuMHMTE 3a TOBa aBTOPbLT TbpCU B
nsxogHaTa no3numsa Ha cpbbckata CTpaHa; NOrMYHO LOKTOPAHTLT cTura Ao
BaXKHUs1 NOABbBMPOC 3a OCOBEHOCTUTE B MOBEOEHMETO U BIIMAHMETO Ha
MeXxayHapoaHuTe oakTopu B NPEroBOpPHUS NpoLec.

Tuin kato Gasarta, OT KoATO nperoBapdaAt benrpag v lMpuwuHa e
HecbBMeCTUMa, koneraTta [leckan e NonoXun rofiemMn ycunus, 3a ga UssiCHu
Bb3MOXHOCTUTE Ha MeXAyHapooHUTe MeauMaTopu 3a MeHaXupaHe Ha
NperoBopHus npouec. B ToBa HanpaBneHne OKTOPaHTBLT € o4yepTan NpaBuITHO
KOHKpeTukata B noaxoaute Ha CbeanHeHuTe LwWatM /nogkpensawm
He3aBucumocTTa Ha KocoBo/, ocobeHocTuTe B noBeaeHneTo Ha Pycusa n Knutam
/nobupawm B nonsa Ha Cbpbus/ kKakTo 1 nosmumnsTa Ha EC , kouTo ce onutBa
C nomowTTa Ha obelaHnsa 3a YNEeHCTBO B Cbio3a, Aa CONmxXM nosvunmnTe Ha
ABETE MperoBspswm cTpaHu. Jlnncata Ha peaneH MHCTPYMEHT 3a HamnaraHe
BonaTta Ha EC, B nogobHn cnoxHu nonutuyeckn gebatn obade, npesBpbLia
nocpegHudeckata ponsi Ha bptokcen B KOCOBCKO-CPpbOCKMA KOHMMMKT B €anH
AobpoHamepeH, HO 6e300maeH /v HeehbekTuBeH/ megmaTop, KOMTO HE MOXe aa
AoBeae npouechT A0 YCnyLeH Kpaw.

Bbe hmHanHaTta 4act Ha gucepTauusita € obocobeH eanH pasgen,

o3arnaeeH ,[penopbkn®. Cnopea MeH TyK cTaBa AyMa 3a OCHOBHUTE Hay4HU



NPUHOCKM Ha AucepTauusiHHUA Tpyd. A3 npvemamMm Kas3aHoTo TaM, KakTo
oboblieHne Ha wu3cnegoBaHaTta npobnemaTtuka. 3awoTo chnyyaar C
nperoBopHus npouec mexgy Cbpbusa n KocoBo gokassa 3a nopeneH Mbr:
HeobxogMMocCTTa B NperoBopuTe npeasaputenHo aobpe aa ce gopmynupa
AHEBHUAT pef 3a BOAEHETO Ha amarnora, Nnc onpeaensiHe Ha CPoKoBETE 3a
NPUIIOXEHNE Ha B3ETUTE PELLEHUS; 3a Aa UMa pes3ynTtaT OT nperoBopute e
HeobXxoauMO [a ce OCUrypu paBeHCTBO MeXAy NperoBapsimte — HeLWo KOeTo
OTCbCTBa B M3CneaBaHUs NpoLec; B KOHKPETHUS Ccrydam OT nonsa e
YyCTaHOBSIBAHETO Ha Mo-rofiiMata KoopAuvHauus B MeamaTopckaTta posis Ha
CALL n EC; npaBunHo ce couu, 4ye ,EC Tpabea ga wvrpae no-ronama v no-
peluaBallia pons B TO3uM NpoLuec, 3awoTo KonebaHnata Ha bprokcen yabrmkmxa
npoueca /Ha nperoBapsiHeTo/ M 3acTpalwimxa cTabunHocTTa Ha 3anagHute
BankaHu®; ycnewHoTo goBexaaHe O Kpau Ha NperoBOpHUS npouec Mexay
KocoBo n Cbpbus ce oueHsiBa kaTo NONUTUYECKN pe3ynTaT, KOMTO We aoBeae
no 6eacnopHu no3ntneHu edektn 3a bankanute n KOronstouHa EBpona; 3a ga
ce CTUrHe [0 B3auMHOMPUEMIIMB pesynTtaT B nperosopute obade,
AncenpTaHTbT CMATa, 3a HeEN3bexxHO HeobxoauMo “yBenuyaBaHe Ha HaTUcka“
OT CTpaHa Ha nocpeaHnLUnTe, KaTto ce NpPeanoXaT n AOMbAHUTENHN CTUMYNK 3a
nperopapawumTe. 3alloTo HeypeaeHusa ctatyT Ha KocoBo npeuyn 3a HeroBaTa
WHTerpauMst B nopeguua OT BaXXKHU MeXAyHapOAHW OpaHu3aumMmM u BHacs
HexenartenHa gucxapMoHunsa cpen obLweCcTBEHOTO MHEHME.

Mpenopbku: 1. Mucns 4e npu cb3gaBaHETO Ha aBTopedeparta
ANCEPTaHTBLT € TpsbBano Aa NOTbpCu CbAENCTBMETO HA ObNrapcku konera, 3a
€OHO MO-ACHO, LENeHacoveHO W Haarpaxnawo W3NOXEHWe Ha TekcTa
npeacTaBsiLy aHannanpaHata npobnemaTtvka B guceprauusTa.

2. . B gyx Ha konermvanHoct 6ux npenopbyan, TO3M pbKoONUC Aa ce
n3gage Kato camocTosaATeNHa MoHorpadgus. ToraBa obave cmsatam, Ye Tpsibsa
Aa ce nu3nonssa No-kKpaTko 3arnasHue kaTto Hanpumep: “KoHdnukTtbT KocoBo —
Cbpbua“ /2006-2016



3AKINMIOYEHUE: Bsata B usanoct guceptauusta Ha bysp [eckawn
OCTaBs MOSIOXUTENHO BrevatneHne y yutaTtens. Pabotata e HanvcaHa Ha
Gorata OGubnuorpadcka W [OKYMEHTariHa OCHOBa, KOeTO MOo3BOMisiBa Ha
AOKTOpaHTa Aa HaBnu3a AbNOOKO B TbKaHTa Ha U3crneaBaHUTE YacTHO Hay4YHU
BbMpocu. Tam Ton hopmynmpa cBom N3BOLM, KOUTO U3BEXJaA M 3alumMTaBa KaTo
cobCcTBEHM MO3unLmMmM B TakcTa. Jluim n BMOMMOTO ycunue Ha gucepTtaHTta, ga
noackaxe Ham-gobpusa BapuvaHT Ha NPaKTMYECKO [OEWCTBME, KOoeTo Owu
CbAENCTBaNO 3a [OBeXAaHe OO XenaHus NO3UTUBEH Kpal Ha KOHMKTa
KocoBo-Cbpbus. lybnukyBaHn ca u 6 conmgHu ctatum OT TemaTuyHaTa
obnacT Ha pasrnexgaHnsa Hay4yeH Tpya.

MpeaBna Ha Ka3aHOTO MoO-rope npeanaraMm Ha yBaXaemuTe
YrfieHOBe Ha Hay4YHOTO Xypu Aa rnacyBame c ,,JIA“ 3a npucbxaaHeTo Ha
obpa3oBaTenHata M Hay4yHa cTteneH ,Jloktop“ Ha bBysap [eckan, no
npocgecnoHanHoTto HanpaBneHue 3.3. [lMonutnyeckn Hayku. HayuHa

cneuunanHoct Nonutonoruas /MexayHapoaHW OTHOLIEHUSA/.

20 Anpun 2021. ABTOP HA CTACHOBUWLETO:
Mpodp. A. uct. H. TpeHaadun Mutes



