CTAHOBUIIE

ot npo¢. ancH Heau L{BeTranoBa Bacusesa,

CY ,,Cs. Kniument Oxpuackn”

[1O KOHKYPC 3A AKAJIEMUYHA JUI'bXXHOCT ,, JOLIEHT”

B o0OnacT Ha Buciie oopazoBanue 1. [legarornuecku Hayku, mpodeCuOHaTHO
HamnpasiyieHue 1.2. [legaroruka, HaydHa cnenuainHocT CrnenuanHa neJaroruka
(ITeparoruka Ha Jena ¢ MHTENEKTyallHa HEIOCTaThYHOCT), 00sBEH B [[bpkaBeH

BECTHUK, Op. 74/21.08.2020 r.

CraHOBHIIETO € W3rOTBEHO BB3 OCHOBA Ha 3aKOHAa 3a pa3BUTHE Ha
akaneMuuyHusi chctaB B PemyOnuka bwarapust u Ilpasunnuka na CY ,,Cs. K.
Oxpuacku” 3a HeroBoTo mnpuiarase. [IperneabT Ha HOKYMEHTUTE IOKa3Ba, 4e
€MHCTBEH KaHAWAAT MO OOsiIBeHUs] KOHKypc € . ac. A-p Ilenka Tomoposa
IIlankoBa-TaneBa, maren npenoxaBaren B CY ,Cs. Kimmmentr Oxpuucku’,
Qakynrer Mo Hayku 3a oOpa30BaHMETO W M3KycTBara, karteapa CnenuaiHa
NeJaroruka.

1. IIpodecuonaiHO pa3BUTHE HA KAHAMAATA

IIpez 1997 ron. Ilenka IllankoBa-TaneBa mnpumobuBa 00pazoBaTEIHO-
KBamu(dUKaMOHHA cTeneH Maructep 1o CrheuualiHa TMeJaroruka  Cbe
cnenmanu3anun  Jloromegusa wu  Ilegarormka Ha gena ¢ MHTENEKTyallHA
HenoctarbyHocT (PHIIII Ha CVY), kakTo 1 Bropa crneunanHoct no Kynrypomnorus
(®D na CVY). Ot 2002 rox. e maTeH mpemnojaaBaresl KbM karteapa Crenuaina
NeJaroruka, MPEMUHABAWKU TMOCIEAOBATEIHO TIPE3 CIEOHUTE AaKaJEeMHYHU

no3unuu: acucteHt (2002 — 2004), crapumm acuctent (2004 — 2007) u rimaBeH
acuctenT (2007 — 2020).

[IpodecrnonannoTo pa3BuTHEe Ha KaHAUAaTra B o0JacTTa Ha CIHElUalHaTa
neJaroruka 3aKOHOMEPHO KOPECIOHIUPA C TEOPETUKO-TIPUIIOKHUS (PYHIAMEHT Ha
OpUAOOUTUTE CHElUaNIM3alMd W HaMHupa TMpOIBIDKEHHE B Tojemusi Opoi
cepTU(PUKATU OT KBATM(PHUKAMOHHU KypCcOBE B 00JacTTa HA paHHATa UHTEPBEHIUS
U Tepanus U Ha aKaJIeMUYHOTO IpernojaBaHe B yCIOBHUSATA Ha €IEKTPOHHA yyeOHa



cpena. Ilomoxurenna oneHka 3acioykaBa AaKTMBHATa KOHCYJTaTUBHA W
TepareBTU4YHa AeMHOCT Ha A-p [IlankoBa B 1E€TCKM 3aBEACHUS U LIECHTPOBE.

3a npodecuoHaIHOTO U3pACTBAHE HA KaHIUaTa TOBOPU HEHHOTO y4acTHE B
roJIsiM OpOoi MPOEKTH (TMIOBEYETO IO HAIIMOHAIHA ONIEpaTHBHA Mporpama ,,Pa3Butue
Ha YOBCIIKUTE pecypcH’), KaKTO M paboTaTa M KaTo aKaJeMHUYeH HACTaBHUK IO
npoekT ,,CryaeHtcku mpaktukn” (2013 — 2016). EcrectBen ¢unHan Ha
npodecuoHaTHOTO pa3Butue Ha . ac. [lenka IllamkoBa e oOpaszoBarenHo-
Hay4Hata cremneH ,,Jloktop mo memaroruka” (2013), mpuaoOuta cies yCHEurHo
3aIUTCH JHUCEpPTAIMOHeH Tpyad Ha Tema ~ KOrHUTMBHO (YHKIIMOHHWpAHE W
BB3MOXKHOCT 32 pa3BUTHE MPH Jiela Cbc CUHAPOM Ha JlayH”.

2. IlpenogaBaTesiCK1 ONMT

[Ipe3 roguHUTE, B KOUTO PabOTH KATO IIATEH MpernojaBaTes B KaTeApara 1o
Cnernania nenaroruka (2002 — 2020), n-p IllankoBa MOCTOSHHO YCHBBPIICHCTBA
aKaJIeMHYHUS CH TIOTEHITMAJ], JOKAa3aTeJICTBO 3a KOETO € TEeMaTHUIHOTO
pa3HooOpas3ue OT AUCHMIUIMHU, B KOUTO y4yacTBa KaTO acCHCTHpAIl W/WIH KaTo
TUTYJIAP:

e OcHOBU Ha clielMajiHATa Tenarorvka (0akaJaBbPCKA MPOTPaMU IO
Coumannm netHoctH, Jloromenus u ITHVYTI);

e Crneunduunu gopmu Ha pabota c jgena cbec cuHApoM Ha JlayH
(bakanaBbpcka mporpama mo CriernuaiHa 1mearoruka);

e PabGorta c ponutenu Ha Aelna ¢ HAPYUIEHUS] OT ayTUCTUYHUS CIIEKTHP
(6akanaBbpcka mporpama o Jloromeaus);

o [lemarormka Ha jema C HapyUIEHUS OT AayTUCTUYHHUSA CIEKTHP
(mporpama no CreruasiHa rearoruka);

e Ilemarormka Ha Jella C  HUHTEJIEKTyaJlHA  HEJIOCTATHYHOCT
(bakanaBbpcka mporpama mo CrienuaiHa rne1aroruka);

e Cnemudpuunu ¢opmMu 3a paboTra ¢ Jema ¢ HWHTEICKTyallHa
HeJocTaThyHOCT  (OakanmaBbpcka  mporpama no  ChenuainHa
neaaroruka);

e Tloxxoau 3a pabota ¢ Jena ¢ XUMepakTUBEH CUHAPOM U AeUIIUT Ha
BHMMaHMe (0akaiaBbpcka nporpama no CrieruaiHa me1aroruka);



e Panna unTepBenmus npu nena cbe COII (GakamaBbpcka mporpama 1o
CrienmanHa negaroruka).

e Crneuuduynu ¢popmu 3a paboTa ¢ yYEHUIM C YMCTBEHA U30CTaHAJIOCT
(maructbpcka nporpama CrnenuaiHa neJaroruka)

HaMI/IpaM 3a IIOJIOZKHTCJICH CI)aKTa, 4q€¢ T1o0JsiMa 4aCcT OT TEMaTH4dHaTa
HAaCO4YCHOCT Ha HY6HI/IKaHI/II/ITC Ha KaHauaaTta ca IIOCBETCHHU Ha OCHOBHHU HpOGJ’ICMI/I
B 00J1acTTa HA npernoJaBaHuTC IUCHUIIIIMHHA.

IIpe3 nsmara cu npernojaBatencka kapuepa a-p lllankosa oOpwbia roasMo
BHMMaHHWE Ha IIpakTHYeCKaTa TMOJrOTOBKA Ha CTYJACHTUTE IO CIelhaliHa
MeJlaroruka B Ka4eCTBOTO CHM Ha KOOPJMHATOP M PBHKOBOJWTENI HAa YacCOBETE IO
XOCIUTUpaAHEe, TEKylla IeJaroruyecka MpakTHKa W MNPEIIUIIIOMHA MPAKTUKA.
JInyHuTe MU HaOJIOJIEHHS TOKAa3BaT IMOJOXKUTECIHUTE OT3UBU HA CTYJICHTHUTE 3a
KOMITETEHTHHUS U CHPAEYHO CIIOJIETICH ONUT OT cTpaHa Ha L. ac. [lenka Illankoga.

3. HayuHo-u3cjieq0BaTe/ICKa M My0JMKAIlMOHHA JeHHOCT

B o0mms cniuchbk Ha IpEeACTaBEHUTE OT KaHauaaTa MyOaIuKaIuy 3a meprojia
2002 — 2020 roauna npucbeTBaT 40 3ariaBusi, cpeji KOUTO:

e 2 mMoHOrpaduu;

e | rjpaBa OT KOJIEKTUBEH TPYH (PBKOBOJICTBO)

e 1 crtyaus u 17 cratuu B HayyHu cnucanus (CrnenuanHa neaaroruka u
[Ipeny4urniHO Bb3MUTAHUE), OT KOUTO 4 B ChaBTOPCTBO;

e [yOIMKaIMu B COOPHUIIM OT KOH(EpEeHIINH U ceMuHapu — 18.

3a yyacTue B 3asiBEHUsI KOHKYPC ca MpeJCcTaBeHU 38 MmyOIMKaluu:

e 2 moHorpaduu (€AHa B Ka4eCTBOTO CH Ha OCHOBEH XaOWIUTAIIMOHEH
TpyH);

rJiaBa OT KOJIEKTUBEH TPY/I;

1 cryaus B N'ogumank Ha CY (OHON);

1 cratus B pedepupaHo U MHAEKCUPAHO HAYYHO U3AHUE;

33 cratum W JOOKIagu B HepedepupaHM H3JAAHUS C HAYYHO
petieH3upane (COOpHHIM OT KOH(EPEHIIHH ).

JlokazarencTBo 3a mMmyOJMKanMmoHHaTa akTUBHOCT Ha 1A-p IllamkoBa ca
BHCOKHTE pE3yJTaTh II0 CIOpaBKara 3a M3NBJIHEHHWE HAa MUHHUMAJHUTE
HAayKOMETPUYHHU HW3UCKBaHUs, periameHtupanu or HAIIWJI: mo mokazarenu OT



rpyna B (xabunuranmonen Tpya) MUHUMYMBT OT 100 TOUKHM € HaJABHILIEH; CHIIOTO
ce OoTHacd 3a mokaszarenure OoT rpyma I, ouenenu ¢ 500 TOYKHM, KAakTO W 3a
nokasarenure oT rpyna /| (uuTupaHe Ha HAyYHUTE MyOJHMKAIIWM), KAIKYJIUPAIId
80 TOouKwM.

CrenuanHO BHHUMaHUE 3aciy’kaBa XaOWJIUTALMOHHUAT TpyA Ha J-p
lankoBa ,,Ilogxoau 3a TMYHOCTHO pa3BUTHE, NMOAKpPENA U MPUOOIIABaHE Ha Jlena
cbc cuHapoM Ha JlayH”. Celuar ce sABSIBA MBPBU ONUT 33 TEOPETHKO-
METOJIOJIOTHYEH aHAIM3 Ha MPOOJIEMUTE Ha JenaTta ¢ TO3H CUHIPOM B PaMKHTE Ha
Opirapckara crenuaiHolenarornyecka Jureparypa. TpyabT npeuiara noapooeH
aHaJIW3 Ha KIMHUYHUTE U IICUXOJIOr0-IeJarornuecky napaMeTpyu Ha CUHApOMa Ha
JlayH, [ONBJIHEH C KOHKPETHHM HACOKM 332 KOPEKIMOHHO U TEpaneBTUYHO
BB3/JCICTBUE B XOJa Ha NpuoOllaBaHe Ha JenaTa KbM YCJIOBHITa Ha MacOBOTO
oOpazoBanue. [IpuHOCHO 3HayeHHe 3a CHEIUAJHOIENarorudyeckara TEOpUs HU
MpaKkTUKa UMaT pa3/esiuTe, NOCBETEHU Ha MOJPOOHO ONMHMCAHHME HA CTPATETHUTE U
MOAXOANTE 33 PAHHO MYJITUIUCUUILIMHAPHO Bb3AecTBUE. MOHOrpa@UuHUSAT
XapakTep Ha TpyJa ce IOMbJIBA OT aHAJIU3 Ha JAHHU OT COOCTBEHO NPOYYBaHE U
ONKCAaHWE Ha UHJIUBUIYAIHH CITy4ad OT MPAKTUKATA.

WNuTtepecute Ha KaHaUAaTa 1O MPOOJIEMUTE Ha Jieliata ChC CUHAPOM Ha JlayH
ce TOTBBPXKAABAT U OT TOJIsIM Opoit Apyru HayyHu nmyOnukanuu (10 cratun).

OtaenHa o0acT OT HaydyHHUTE ThpceHus Ha A-p IllamkoBa ¢ mocBeTeHa Ha
npobsieMuTe Ha OOYYEHHMETO W UHTErpalusrta Ha Jelata C HapylleHUs OT
AyTUCTUYHHS CIIEKThP, HAaMHpalla wu3pa3 B MoHorpabuunus Tpyn ,Kak ma
pabotum ¢ nena ¢ ayru3bpm’’ (2012) u noBede oT 5 HayuyHH nyOnHuKaruu. ChIUAT
Ce SBsBA IIEHHO PBKOBOJICTBO, 0000IIABAIIIO JIUTEPATYPHH TaHHU U COOCTBEH OITUT
110 BBIPOCH HAa JMArHOCTUKATa W PAHHOTO BBH3JICHCTBHE IPH JIClla C ayTU3BM,
JOITBJIHEHU C TIOJIPOOHO OMKMCAHKME HA TOJIIM OpOi TepaneBTUYHU MOJICIIH.

[[Iupokure HayuyHnu uHTEpecn Ha nA-p lllankoBa ce mnoaxkpensT u OT
nyonukanuu (000 7 CTaTMU U JOKJIAaW) IO APYr akTyajeH 3a CreluajHaTta
negaroruka npoosieM — TO3M 3a CoIlMajgHaTa MHTErpaius, MpUuoOIaBaioTo
o0pa3oBaHHE HA Jiella U YYEHUIIN ChC CHEIMAIHU 00pa30BaTeIHU MOTPEOHOCTH U
poJisiTa Ha POJIUTEIIUTE B HETO.

4. lluTupanus



EaHO 0T OCHOBHHTE JOKa3aTejlCcTBa 3a Hay4yHaTa 3HAa4YMMOCT Ha
pa3pa0OTKUTE Ha KaHIWJATa € LUTUPAHETO Ha HEroBUTe NyOIMKaluH B
crienuai3vpaHaTa auTeparypa. ToBa € BaJdMJHO 3a KaHAWAATa B HACTOAIIUSA
KOHKYpPC, KONTO mocouBa oOmo 17 uuTupaHuss B OBIATapCcKd U YyKIU HAYYHU
u3/lanus (KHUTY, PbKOBOJICTBA U CTATUH).

5. OcHoBHHU HAY4YHM IIPUHOCHA HA KaHINAaTa

AHaIM3BT HA HayyHaTa Ipoaykuus Ha ri. ac. A-p Ilenmka Illamkosa
[I03BOJISIBA OTKPOSIBAHE HA HAYYHH IIPUHOCHM B CJIEJHUTE HAIPABJICHHUS Ha
CIIEIMAJIHATA TIEAArOruKa;

1. JlnarHOCTUYHU W TEpaNeBTUYHH AaCTEKTH Ha KaTeropusta Jiela CheC
CUHJIpOM Ha [layH: mpeocMUCIsiHE HA KOHUEMIUATA ,,yMCTBEHA U30CTAHAJIOCT ~ IO
OTHOILICHUE Ha BBIIPOCHATA KATEropus, MPEABUIl XETEPOrCHHUS XapaKTep Ha
CUHPOMA; 3aCThIIBaHE Ha UJIEATAa 3a pa3paboTBaHE HA MHAUBUIYaTHU KOTHUTUBHU
MpoQHUIM KaTo OCHOBA 3a IUIAHUPAHE Ha TepanusaTa U NpHOoOIIaBaHETO Ha Jelara;
pa3paboTBaHE Ha HACOKH 3a BKIIFOUBAHE HA CEMENCTBOTO KaTO MapTHHOP B IMpolieca
Ha PAaHHOTO TICUXO0JIOr0-TeIarOrnYecKo Bb3/IEUCTBHE C JETETO;

2. TeopeTuyHH W TeparieBTUYHU aCNEKTU HA HAPYIICHUSATA OT AyTUCTUYHUS
CHEKTH;

3. TeopeTnko-MeTOIOIOTUYHM MPOOJIEMH Ha MPUOOIIABAIIIOTO 00pa30BaHUE
Ha JIella U YYCHHIIN ChC CIIEUaTHU 00pa30BaTeIHU OTPEOHOCTH.

6. JIvuHM BIeYarJIeHUs

I'n. ac. [lenka IIlankoBa e koziera ¢ BUCOK Mpo(hecHOHaIu3bM U OTTOBOPHO
OTHOLIEHUE KbM AaKaJEMUYHHUS KUBOT B yHUBepcuTeTa. Ts ce mposiBsiBa KaTo
TBPCEIl U AKTUBEH M3CJEN0BATEN, C U35BEH CTPEMEK KbM HAyYHO H3PaCTBAHE.
Bspsawm, ye 1 Ha HOBara akajaeMuyHa no3uuus A-p llankoBa me ONpoab/DKU 2
paboTH aKTHBHO 3a MpefaBaHe HAa ChbBPEMEHHHU 3HAHMSI U MPAKTHUUECKU OMUT Ha
ObJeuTe CIeUATUCTH M0 ClIeluaiHa nejaaroruka. JInunata Mu npenopbka KbM
Hes € 3a 3aAbJI00YaBaHE HAa EKCIEPUMEHTAIHMTE M3CJe/IBaHUs B 00JlacTTa Ha
JenaTa ¢ MHTEJICKTyalHM HapyILIEHUs U TSIXHOTO CIOAENISHE C MEXIyHapoJHATa
Hay4Ha OOIIHOCT.



3akJIoueHue

IIpencraBenure ot ria. ac. a-p Ilenka IllankoBa mOKyMEHTHM M Marepuanu
OTTOBApST HAa BCUYKW M3HMCKBAHMS Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE HA aKaJeMUYHUS ChCTaB
B Penyonuka bwarapus (3PACPB). Hanune e nocrarbuen Opoil HaydyHu TpyOBeE,
nyOJIMKyBaHU OT KaHauaaTa cien npugoouBane Ha OHC ,,moktop®. AHaIu3bT Ha
JIOKa3aTEJICTBEHUSI MaTepuall Mo KOHKypca 3a akaJieMU4yHaTa JIbXHOCT ,,JIOUEHT”
BOJIM J0 3aKJIIOUCHHUETO, Y€ HaydyHaTa MPOAYKIHS U MPENoAaBaTeNICKUs OMUT Ha
KaH/IHUIaTa OTTOBAPAT HAIBJIHO HAa KPUTEPUUTE 3a MPUA00MBaHE HA aKaJeMUYHATA
JUTBXKHOCT ,,JIOLIEHT” B 00OsacT Ha Buciie oOpazoBanue 1. [lemarorndyecku Haykw,
npodecronanno Hampasienue 1. 2. Ilegaroruka, HaydHa cnenpainHoct CrernyanHa
nenaroruka (Ilemarorruka Ha jena ¢ HHTEIEKTyallHa HEIOCTaThbUYHOCT).

Karo naBam mojokuTenHa OIIGHKAa Ha KaHOWJaaTypaTa Ha TIJ. ac. A-p
[ITankoBa, mpukanBaM wieHoBeTe Ha CHeNUAIM3UPAHOTO HAYYHO JKYpH Ja
npeioxkar Ha DakylnTeTHHS ChBET ChIlaTa Ja ObAE 3achyXeHO Hu30paHa Ha
aKaJeMHUJHaTa JUIBKHOCT ,,JOIICHT .

27.11.2020TOH.



STATEMENT

by prof. Neli Cvetanova Vasileva, DSc.
Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”

In the competition for academic position "associate professor’ in the field of
higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences, professional field 1.2. Pedagogy,
scientific specialty Special Pedagogy (Pedagogy of children with intellectual
disabilities), published in the State Gazette, issue 74 / 21.08.2020.

The opinion was prepared on the basis of the Law for development of the
academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Regulations of Sofia University
“St. Kl. Ohridski “for its implementation. The review of the documents shows that
the only candidate in the announced competition is Ch. Assistant Professor Penka
Todorova Shapkova-Taneva, PhD, full-time lecturer at Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”, Faculty of Science, Education and Arts, Department of Special
Pedagogy.

1. Professional development of the candidate

In 1997 Penka Shapkova-Taneva obtained a master's degree in Special
Pedagogy with specializations in Speech Therapy and Pedagogy of Children with
Intellectual Disabilities (at Sofia University), as well as a second specialty in
Culturology. Since 2002 he has been a full-time lecturer at the Department of
Special Pedagogy, passing successively through the following academic positions:
assistant (2002 - 2004), senior assistant (2004 - 2007) and chief assistant (2007 -
2020).

The professional development of the candidate in the field of special
pedagogy naturally corresponds to the theoretical and applied foundation of the
acquired specializations and is continued in the large number of certificates from
qualification courses in the field of early intervention and therapy and academic
teaching in e-learning environment. The active consultative and therapeutic
activity of Dr. Shapkova in children's institutions and centers deserves a positive
assessment.



The professional growth of the candidate is evidenced by her participation in
a large number of projects (most under the national operational program "Human
Resources Development™), as well as her work as an academic mentor on the
project "Student Internships” (2013 - 2016). Natural end of the professional
development of Ch. Assistant Professor Penka Shapkova is the educational-
scientific degree "Doctor of Pedagogy" (2013), obtained after a successfully
defended dissertation on "Cognitive functioning and developmental potential in
children with Down syndrome."

2. Teaching experience

During the years she worked as a full-time lecturer in the Department of
Special Pedagogy (2002 - 2020), Dr. Shapkova is constantly improving her
academic potential, as evidenced by the thematic diversity of disciplines in which
she participates as an assistant and / or as a holder:

e Fundamentals of special pedagogy (bachelor's programs in Social Activities,
and Speech Therapy);

e Specific forms of work with children with Down syndrome (bachelor's
program in Special Pedagogy);

o Work with parents of children with autism spectrum disorders (bachelor's
program in Speech Therapy);

e Pedagogy of children with autism spectrum disorders (Special Pedagogy
program);

e Pedagogy of children with intellectual disabilities (bachelor's program in
Special Pedagogy);

e Specific forms of work with children with intellectual disabilities (bachelor's
program in Special Pedagogy);

e Approaches to work with children with hyperactive syndrome and attention
deficit (bachelor's program in Special Pedagogy);

e Early intervention in children with SEN (bachelor's program in Special
Pedagogy);

e Specific forms of work with students with mental retardation (master's
program Special Pedagogy).



| find it positive that a large part of the thematic focus of the candidate's
publications is devoted to major issues in the field of taught disciplines.

Throughout her teaching career, Dr. Shapkova pays great attention to the
practical training of students in special pedagogy in her capacity as coordinator and
leader of classes in hospice, current pedagogical practice and undergraduate
practice. My personal observations show the positive feedback from students about
the competent and heartfelt experience of Penka Shapkova.

3. Research and publication activities

The general list of publications submitted by the applicant for the period
2002 - 2020 includes 40 titles, including:
* 2 monographs;
1 chapter of collective book;
» 1 study and 17 articles in scientific journals (Special Pedagogy and
Preschool Education), of which 4 co-authored,;
 Publications in conference proceedings and seminars - 18.

38 publications have been submitted for participation in the announced
competition:

« 2 monographs (one as a major habilitation thesis);

* head of collective work;

« 1 studio in the Yearbook of Sofia University;

« 1 article in a referenced and indexed scientific publication;

« 33 articles and reports in non-refereed editions with scientific review
(conference proceedings).

Proof of the publication activity of Dr. Shapkova are the high results on the
reference for fulfillment of the minimum scientometric requirements, regulated by
NACID: according to indicators from group B (habilitation work) the minimum of
100 points is exceeded; the same applies to Group D indicators, valued at 500
points, as well as to Group D indicators (citing scientific publications), calculating
80 points.

The habilitation work of Dr. Shapkova "Approaches to personal
development, support and inclusion of children with Down syndrome" deserves



special attention. It is the first attempt for theoretical and methodological analysis
of the problems of children with this syndrome within the Bulgarian special
pedagogical literature. The paper offers a detailed analysis of the clinical and
psychological-pedagogical parameters of Down syndrome, supplemented by
specific guidelines for corrective and therapeutic effects in the course of inclusion
of children in the conditions of mass education. The sections devoted to a detailed
description of the strategies and approaches for early multidisciplinary impact have
a contribution to the special pedagogical theory and practice. The monographic
nature of the work is complemented by analysis of data from own research and
description of individual cases from practice.

The candidate’s interests in children with Down syndrome are confirmed by
a large number of other scientific publications (10 articles).

A separate area of Dr. Shapkova's research is dedicated to the problems of
education and integration of children with autism spectrum disorders, expressed in
the monograph "How to work with children with autism" (2012) and more than 5
scientific publications. It is a valuable guide, summarizing literature data and own
experience on the issues of diagnosis and early exposure in children with autism,
supplemented by a detailed description of a large number of therapeutic models.

The broad scientific interests of Dr. Shapkova are also supported by
publications (a total of 7 articles and reports) on another topical issue for special
pedagogy - that of social integration, the inclusive education of children and
students with special educational needs and the role of parents in it.

4. Citation

One of the main proofs of the scientific significance of the candidate's works
is the citation of his publications in the specialized literature. This is valid for the
candidate in this competition, who indicates a total of 17 citations in Bulgarian and
foreign scientific journals (books, manuals and articles).

5. Main scientific contributions of the candidate

The analysis of the scientific production of Ch. Assistant Professor Dr.
Penka Shapkova allows highlighting scientific contributions in the following areas
of special pedagogy:



1. Diagnostic and therapeutic aspects of the category of children with Down
syndrome: rethinking the concept of "mental retardation" in relation to the category
In question, given the heterogeneous nature of the syndrome; advocating the idea
of developing individual cognitive profiles as a basis for planning therapy and
inclusion of children; developing guidelines for involving the family as a partner in
the process of early psychological and pedagogical impact with the child;

2. Theoretical and therapeutic aspects of autism spectrum disorders;

3. Theoretical and methodological problems of inclusive education of
children and students with special educational needs.

6. Personal impressions

Penka Shapkova is a colleague with high professionalism and a responsible
attitude to academic life at the university. She manifests herself as a searching and
active researcher, with a clear desire for scientific growth. | believe that in the new
academic position Dr. Shapkova will continue to work actively to transfer modern
knowledge and practical experience to future specialists in special pedagogy. My
personal recommendation to it is to deepen the experimental research in the field of
children with intellectual disabilities and their sharing with the international
scientific community.

Conclusion

Presented by Ch. Assistant Professor Dr. Penka Shapkova documents and
materials meet all the requirements of the Law for the Development of the
Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ZRASRB). There is a sufficient
number of scientific papers published by the candidate after acquiring the ONS
"Doctor”. The analysis of the evidence in the competition for the academic position
"Associate Professor" leads to the conclusion that the scientific output and teaching
experience of the candidate fully meet the criteria for acquiring the academic
position "Associate Professor” in higher education 1. Pedagogical sciences,
professional field 1. 2. Pedagogy, scientific specialty Special pedagogy (Pedagogy
of children with intellectual disabilities).



Giving a positive assessment of the candidacy of Dr. Shapkova, | invite the
members of the Specialized Scientific Jury to propose to the Faculty Council to be
elected to the academic position of "Associate Professor".

11/27/2020



