CTAHOBMLLE

Ha aou. A-p Hepa 3natnHoBa bankaHcka

3a NpenogaBaTtesickaTta U Hay4yHOM3Cnea0BaTe icCkaTa A4eMHOCT
Ha ra. ac. a-p AmaHa Munyesa UrHartosa,
KaHAWAAT 32 akagemMuyHaTa ANbKHOCT ,a0ueHT” B Coduinckn YHmusepcutet ,CBETH
KnnmeHT Oxpuacku” no ob6nacT Ha Buclwe obpa3oBaHUE:
1. Meparornyeckn Haykn 1.2. Nepgarornka

(Noroneaus)

1. KOHKypCbT 3a akagemuyHata ANbXKHOCT ,aoueHT” no CneumanHa neparorvka-
Nloroneaua 3a HyXXauTe Ha PaKkynTeTa NoO HayKkM 3a 06pa3oBaAHMETO U M3KYCTBATa KbM
Coduitckn YHusepcutet ,,Cs. Kn. Oxpuackn“ e 3akoHHo obaseH B [1B, 6p. 74/ 21
aBryct 2020 r. KOHKypCbT € 06ABEH U Ce NPOBEeX4a NPuU Crna3BaHe Ha BCUYKKU Kiay3u
o1 3PACPE un NpaBunHUKa 3a HEroBOTO NpuaoxKeHue. Toea gaBa NpaBo Ha Hay4yHOTO
KYpU ga nposee oueHABAHETO Ha KaHamAaaTa B cbotBetcTBue ¢ un. 24 ot 3PACPE u
yn. 53 ot lNpaBuUAHKUKA 3a NpuaaraHe Ha 3aKoHa. KaHaMAaTLT € NpeAcTaBua NbAHUA
KOMMJIEKT OT HEO6X0A4MMM AOKYMEHTM NO npoueaypara.

2. B KOHKypca y4yacTBa camo eaAnH KaHamaaT — ra. ac. a-p AvaHa Munyesa UrHaTosa,
noHactosiwem npenogasaten B Coduinckn YHusepcutet ,CB. Kn. Oxpuacku®,
daKynTteT No Hayku 3a 06pa3oBaHMETO U U3KYCTBATA, KaTteapa ,,Jloronegma“.

3. AlaHHM 3a KaHgupaTta. [n. ac. a-p AmaHa WUrHatoBa 3aBbplliBa CPeaHOTO CKU
obpasoBaHue npe3 1990 r. c e3nKoB NPOPUA-aHINUNCKU e3UK B rp. BuamH. Mpes 1995
r. npungobmBa MarncTbpcka creneH no [edeKkronorns cbC crneumanmnsaymu
Noronegna v MNeparornka Ha geua CbC 3pUTENHU HapyweHua, Kbm CY ,CB. KnumeHTt
Oxpuackn®. Ot 1996 r. go 2002 r. paboTn KaTo noronen KbM AETCKM FpaguHn U
MEAMUMHCKM  UeHTbp ,Xunokpat”. Ot 2002 r. [0 HacToAWMA MOMEHT
nocnefoBaTenHO MNpPemMuHaBa Npe3 ANbXKHOCTUTE ACUCTEHT, CTapwy W rnaBeH
acucteHt B CY ,CB. KnumeHt Oxpuacku”, kbm PHOWU, B KaTegpa ,CneumanHa
negarorvka un Nloroneauna“. MMpe3 2014 r. 3awmTaBa AOKTOpPCKATa cM  AucepTaums.
KBannduKkaumata u npodecMoHanHUAT NbT Ha rA. ac. A-p AwaHa WUrHatoBa ca
ybeauTenHo NoTBbp)KAEHME 33 HEMHOTO MOC/NEA0BATENHO U YCMELWHO U3rpaKaaHe
KaTo cneumnanuct B obnactra Ha MNeparornkaTta n B YacTHOCT- Jloroneaunara.

4. HayyHou3cneaoBaTeICKa AeMHOCT HA KaHauAaaTa

4.1. HayyHama npoOyKyusa Ha rn. ac. A-p [AwaHa WrHatoBa, npeanoxeHa 3a
peueH3npaHe 3a LenuTe Ha KOHKypCca, BKA4YBa 29 nybamkauum.

Te moraTt ga ce NnpeacTaBAT MO C/IeAHUA HAYNH:

aHp bpon CamoctoatenHa | CbaBTOPCTBO
nybavkaymsa

MoHorpadum, 3 3

KHUTU

Ctyaum, ctatuu B 5 (ny6nnkauua Ne27 e 2 3




pedbepupaHu 1 oTneyaHarta B
WHAEKCUPAHU HAYy4YHU | pedepupaHo n
n3gaHusa MHAEKCMPAHO
n3gaHue, KOeTo He e
OTpa3eHo oT
KaHAnaaTa)

Ctyamu n ctatumn B 19 15 4
HepedepunpaHu
CMUCAHUA C HAYYHO
peueH3npaHe nam
nyb6AnMKyBaHM B
peaakTMpaHu
KOJIEKTUBHU TOMOBE

OT uyAanocTHaTa npoAyKuMa morat ga ce AuvdpepeHUMpPaT HAKONKO OCHOBHU
HanpaB/IeHWs Ha HAy4YHOM3C/1Ie40BaTE/ICKUTE MHTEPECH Ha KaHauAaTa:

° [OnarHoctMyHo oueHABaHe B npuobuiaBawa obpas3oBaTenHa cpeaa.
Hanuue e ceprosHa Hay4yHa npoayKkums, cBbp3aHa c NnpobaemuTe Ha AMArHOCTUKATA
N naeHTMdMKaumMaTa Ha HapyweHMATa, CBbP3aHM C e3nKoBaTa chepa U yyeHeTo. B
Tasun Bpb3Ka Mora ga nocoya nybamkaumm c Homepauua 1, 4, 6, 12,17, 19, 23. I'n. ac.
OnaHa UrHatoBa ymeno noaKkpena HaydyHaTa MHGOpPMaLMA C eMNMPUYEH maTepuman oT
cobcTBEHM U3CeABaHMSA, KOETO NPUAaBa BUCOKA CTOMHOCT HA HEMHUTE NyOBAnKauum.
Hama Kak aa He otbenexka moHorpapuyuHmMAT Tpya ,,Pabota B AMArHocTuyeH ekun B
npuobwaBawa obpasoBarenHa cpega”. Hapen ¢ petalnHuMAa aHanmM3  Ha
npuobuiaBalnTe ycnoBMA W AENCTBALLUTE 3aKOHOMEPHOCTM B CbBPEMEHHUTE
obpasoBaTe/IHM YyCNOBUSA, ca NPeACTaBEHN eTanuTe Ha AWArHOCTUYHOTO OLEHABaHE,
MOJE/INTE HA EKUMNMHOTO PYHKUMOHMPAHE, MeToAMUTE 32 AMATHOCTUYHA OLEHKa, KaKTo
M KNOYOBMAT MOMEHT 3a BCEKM CNeumannuct - UHTenpeTtauuatTa Ha AaHHUTE OT
KOMMNNEKCHOTO nscneasaHe. B gonbaHeHWe aBTOpKaTa npeanara LeHHa nHpopmauma
OTHOCHO KOHCYNTaTMBHUTE NPAKTMKM B Npoleca Ha npuobuasawoto obpasoBaHue,
KOUTO Ca HAaCOYEHW KbM poauTenuTe U Aeuarta oT PasNUYHUTE Bb3PacTOBM Fpynu.
CneuManHo BHMMaAHME ce OTaens Ha e(deKTUBHOCTTa OT chneunann3npaHoTo
Bb34ENCTBME, PONATa Ha CynepBM3MATa, MACTOTO U (PYHKUMUTE HA OTAENHUTE
cneumnanncTn B AuarHoctmyHms ekun. Cneasa ga ce otbenerku, ye ToBa eAuH OT
MaJIkOTO TPYAO0BE, NOCBETEHWN HA Ta3n Tema B Ob/irapckaTta Hay4yHa anuTepaTtypa, KOMTo
npeacTaBnABa MHTEPEC 33 WUMPOK KPbr YnTaTenu - noroneam, NncMxonosu, cneymanHm
n obwoobpasoBaTeNiHM Neaarosn .

MHTepecbT KbM TemaTa 3a AMArHOCTMKATa M MaeHTUPMKauuAtTa Ha
HapyweHuATa B 061acTTa Ha e3MKa M YYEeHETO e N0 Ha AbAroguiiHa, 3aabnaboyeHa
M nocnepoBaTesIHA HAayyYHa AEMHOCT Ha KaHAuAaTa. B Ta3m nocoka ca v ocTtaHanute
n3bpoeHn nybAMKaumMm Ha A, ac. WMrHatoBa, KOMTO Ca [AOKa3aTe/CcTBO 3a
n3cnenoBaTeNICKUTE MPOYYBAHMA MO TemaTa AEeMOHCTPUpPAT NOrMYecKMs NbT Ha
M3rpa*kaaHeTo Ha UANOCTHA TEOPETUKO-NMpPaKTUYecKa KOHUenuMs Ha aBTOpKaTa no



OTHOLWIEeHMe HA TOBA TeMATUYHO HanpasaeHue. Hapeps ¢ nU3AcHABaHe Ha npoLleca Ha
dopmunpaHe Ha POHONONMYHA KOMMETEHTHOCT Npu ObArapckUTe aeua, aBTOPKaTa
NpPaBu Ba*KHM Kopenauum mexay To3um TOBa ABMEHUE U YEeTUBHUTE CNOCOOHOCTH, KaTo
pasrnexga ¢oHONOrMYHATa KOMMETEHTHOCT KAaTO MpeAnocTaBKa 3a yCBOABaHE Ha
YyeTeHeTo U NpeBeHUMA Ha gucnekcuaTa. OcobeHo BneyaTieHne npasu paspaboTkaTta
(B cbaBTOPCTBO), NOCBETEHA HAa KPOC/AMHIBUCTUYHO M3C/eABaHe Bbpxy 3abaBeHOTO
GOHONOMMYHO Pa3BUTME, KOATO € MPOAYKT Ha MawabeH mexayHapoAeH MPOEKT, B
KoMTO rn. ac. [AvaHa WUrHaToBa e npeactaButen u uscnegosaTten 3a bbarapckute
ycnosua.
e [lpouecuTte Ha YeTeHe U yeTeHe ¢ pasbupaHe. B Tasn Bpb3Ka ca aBeTe
KHUIMM Ha KaHaupaata ,YeteHe u cneuymdpuyHUTe My HapyweHua“ u
»CneundunuHmn HapyLeHUsa Ha YeTeHeTo (BTOpa YacT)”. U3KkntoumTenHo
3a4bN60YEHO M KOMMNETEHTHO Cca npeAcTaBeHM MONyAApPHU U
CbBPEMEHHM TEOpUM U MOAENM HA YeTeHeTo, npouecute Ha
AeKogupaHe u pa3bupaHe npu yeteHe. Ha T03M ¢OH ce npepcTasA
aBTOPCKA MeTOAMKa 33 OUEHKAa HAa YeTUBHATA KOMMETEHTHOCT, KOATO
npeacTaBnABa MHOIO CMAEH MOMEHT OT TBOPYECTBOTO HAa rA. ac. A-p
Urnatosa.

MHTepechbT Ha KaHAMAATa KbM NpouecuTe Ha YeTeHe cTabuaHo ce nposABABa M B
Apyrn nybnmkauumm, cpes KouTo we otbenerka tesn nog Homepaumsa 6, 8, 10, 15, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21, 27. B Te3su nybaukaumu ce npegnara nosnesHa MHbopmauunsa 3a
cneumanuctmte (noronean, ob6bwoobpasoBaTeNiHN U PECYPCHU YYUTENU), KOMUTO
M3NMUTBAT OrPOMHa NOTPEBHOCT OT MHPOPMaALLMA, KOATO A NOBULLIN KAaYeCTBOTO UM Ha
pabota c pgeuata € 0OyyuTeNnHW TPYAHOCTM WU cneumanHn obpas3oBaTesIHU
noTpebHoCTH.

e HayuyHo-npunoxHa noronegma. ToBa e egHa 0T CUAHUTE NPODECUOHANHMU
CTPaHW Ha rA. ac. UrHatoBa. Ta e cBbp3aHa C pa3paboTBaHETO U MPAKTUYECKOTO
NPUNOXKEHMe Ha TecToBe WM YCTPOMCTBA B /oronegmyHata pabota. AnpobupaHa u
CTaHAapTU3MpaHa TecToBa b6aTepua 3a OLEHKA Ha pPUCKOBA rpyna JAeua Cbc
cneumdUYHN HapyLeHMA Ha YeTEHETO B NpeayYn/InLLHA Bb3PacT, KaKTo 1 anpobupaH
M NMUEH3MpPaH TecT 3a OueHKa Ha QOHONOMMYHOTO pa3BUTME Ha Jeua B
npeayyvanHa Bb3pacT; AMUEH3UPAH € MHCTPYMEHT 33 aHa/IM3 Ha TecCT 3a OLUEeHKa Ha
GOHONOMMYHOTO pPa3BUTME HA Jeua B MNpeayyvMIuLLIHA Bb3pacT; anpobupaH wu
CTaHAAPTU3MPAH € BbMNPOCHMK 332 POAUTENIN HA YY4EHULLM CbC 3aTPYAHEHUSA B YETEHETO
B Kpas Ha NbpBM Kaac; anpobupaH U CTAaHAAPTM3MPAH € BBbMPOCHMK 3a YYUTENU Ha
YYEHULM CbC 3aTPYAHEHUA B YETEHETO B KPAA Ha NbpPBU Knac. BUCOKO oueHABam Te3un
pa3paboTku (noa Homepauusa 24, 25, 26, 28), KOUTO NPeACTaBAABAT NOrMYECKO
npoABAEHWE Ha HayYHUTE MHTEpecu U AOCTUMNKEHUA HA KaHAMAATa U KayecTBEeHO
oboraTtaABaT MNpaKTMKAaTa MO OTHOLWIEHWE HA fgeuata C HapyweHWss B YYEHEeTo W
cneumanHu obpasosaTesiHM NOTPEeHHOCTH.

BbB Bpb3Ka C HayKOMETPUYHUTE MOKas3aTenn, mora ga oTtbenexa, ue
KaHAMOATbT HEe CamMo, Y€ MOKPMUBA, HO W HAAXBbPASA 3HAUYUTE/IHO HALMOHAIHUTE
MWHMMANHU U3UCKBAHUSA 33 3aeMaHe Ha akaJeMn4yHaTa ObXKHOCT ,A0LEeHT”.



Hanunue ca 15 6ubaunorpadpckm umutupaHua Ha ra. ac. g-p AuaHa WrHatosa B
HaLIW W YyXKAECTPaHHM Hay4YHU U3OaHUA.

4.2. Hay4yHou3cnedosamesnckama AeliHocm Ha rA. ac. A-p [AnaHa UrHaTtoBa BKAOYBA
olle y4yacTMeTo U B 4 MeXAyHapoAHW U HaUMOHA/NHU Hay4YHU MPOEKTU, BCUYKMU Te,
NoCBEeTEHM Ha floroneauyHaTta paboTa M NpaKTMYeckaTa NOAroToBKa Ha CTYAEHTUTE B
cneumanHoct ,Jloroneama“ . Haanue ca m MHOrobpoiiHN y4acTua B HaUMOHANHU U
MeXAYHapOoAHU KoHpepeHUUn u popymu.

4.3. MNpenopgasartenckata AeWHOCT e cBbp3aHa cbC Coduinckn YHusepcutet ,CB.
KnnmeHT Oxpuackm®, Kbaeto ra. ac. a-p AunaHa MrHatoBa e waTteH npenogaBaTten C
18 roguweH cTaxk cneuunanHoct ,Jloronegma“ B kKateapata no CneunanHa negarormka
n Nloroneaua. AnMCUMNANHUTE, MO KOUTO NPenoaaBa Ca TACHO CBbP3aHU C HEWHUTE
Hay4YHW MHTepecu, n3bpoeHun no-rope.

5. /InuHun BnevaTneHus

No3sHasam rAa. ac. a4-p AnaHa UrHatoBa oT 18 rogmHu KaTo cTapaTesieH U OTroBOpeH
Kosera, y4yeH W npenogaBaTesn, KAaTO [AeeH Y4YaCTHUK B HaydyHu ¢opymu,
KOHbEepeHUNN, CUMMMNO3UYMU W NPOEKTU. B HayyHUTe Ccn M3ABM TA BMHATU €
AEeMOHCTPUpana BUCOK NPoPeCUOHANN3IBM U KONETMaNHOCT.

3aKkntoyeHue

HanpaBeHMAT aHanM3 WM OUEHKa Ha HayyHouscnegoBaTe/NCKaTta U
npenoaaBaTencKkaTa AeNMHOCT HA KaHaMAaaTa MU JaBaT OCHOBaHWeE 3a GpopMMUpaHe Ha
CNegHOTO CTaHoBMuwe: rA. ac. A-p AnaHa Mwunyosa WrHatoBa e y4yeH C AOKa3aHu
KOMNEeTeHUMN B CBOATA HayyHa obnact. HellHwuTe wmscneaBaHua v nybamMkauum
OTroBapAT HANb/JHO Ha CbBPEeMeHHUTe TeHAEHUWM B HayKaTa M MpaKTMKaTa M ca
nosie3HW, KaKTO 3a CTYAEeHTUTE, Taka M 3a LWWMPOK KPbr cneumanmctn B obnactra Ha
noroneguara.

MNpeacrtaBeHUTe AOOKYMEHTM UM MaTepuannm CbOTBETCTBAT HAMb/JIHO Ha
M3NUCKBAHMATA Ha 3aKOHa 3a aKaAeMWUYHOTO pa3sutue B PB, Ha [lpaBunHMKa Ha
HEroBOTO NPUIOXKEHME, HA BbTPELIHUTE NPABUIHMUM 3@ AEMHOCTTA, 3@ PA3BUTUETO
Ha akageMMYHUA CbCTaB M 3a yyebHaTa aenHocTt Ha CY ,Cs. Kn. Oxpuackm®. Tosa mu
[laBa OCHOBaHWMe Aa NpeasioXa Ha yBarkaemoTo HayyHo Xypu aa usbepe ra. ac.
[OvaHa MunyeBa MrHaToBa 3a akageMMUYHaTa ANbXKHOCT ,A0LEHT”.

12.11.2020r. U3roTeun peuyeHsuaATa:
Ip. Copua (aou. o-p H. BankaHckKa)



REVIEW
By Assoc. Prof. Neda Zlatinova Balkanska
on the pedagogical and research activity of
Chief Assistant Professor Penka Todorova Shapkova-Taneva, PhD,

candidate for the academic title of Associate Professor at Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” in the area of higher education: 1. Pedagogical Sciences, 1.2. Pedagogy (Special
Education — Pedagogy of Children with Intellectual Disability)

1. The competition for the academic title of Associate Professor in Special Education for
the purposes of the Faculty of Educational Studies and the Arts at Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski” was legally promulgated in State Gazette, Ne74/ 21 August 2020. The
competition has been announced and held with compliance to all clauses of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Statute for its
application. This allows the Scientific Jury to evaluate the candidate with respect to art. 24 of
the LDASRB and art. 53 of the Statute for the application of the same law. The candidate has
presented the full set of the necessary documentation for the procedure.

2. Only one candidate has applied for this competition — Chief Assist. Penka Todorova
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD, currently a lecturer at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”,
Faculty of Early and Pre-school Pedagogy, Department of Special Education.

3. Information about the candidate. Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova, PhD
graduated secondary school in 1992 at the General Secondary School “Hristo Smirnenski”,
the town of Hisarya, with a profile in humanities. In 1997 she became a Master in Special
Education with specializations in Speech Therapy and Pedagogy of Children with Intellectual
Disability at SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. During the same period, the candidate obtained a
diploma for a second major in Culture Studies within the same higher educational institution.
Since 2002 to present Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova, PhD has been teaching at the
Department of Special Pedagogy of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. In 2013 she defended her
doctoral thesis on Cognitive functioning and educational possibilities for children with Down
syndrome with an academic advisor Prof. K. Karadzhova, PhD. Since 2002 the candidate has
participated in a number of trainings related to improving her qualification as a special
educator, her research and teaching skills. For instance, some of the listed trainings includes

Sensor Processing and Brain Gym, Presentation and Presenting, Academic Writing, etc. The



above mentioned can serve as a proof of the consistent interest and effort of Dr. Shapkova to
develop and upgrade her qualification.

4. Research activity of the candidate

4.1. The research production of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD
up to present includes 42 publications, of which 38 are reviewable for the purposes of the

competition for conferral of the academic title of Associate Professor. They may be presented

as follows:

Genre Number Single author Co-author
publication publication

Monographs, books, 3 2 1

book chapters

Studies, articles 35 31 4

Several main directions of the research interests of the candidate may be differentiated within

the complete works of the candidate:

Children with Down syndrome. Serious research work that concerns the problems of the
group of children with Down syndrome has been done. Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-
Taneva, PhD skillfully combines scientific information with its practical application, which
adds a high value to her publications. | cannot disregard the habilitation work for conferral of
the academic title of Associate Professor on Approaches for personal development, support
and inclusion of children with Down syndrome. Together with the rich theoretical foundations
on the problem, practical models for stimulating the general development and overcoming of
certain deficits typical for children with Down syndrome have been presented. As an
additional illustration, the author describes singular cases from her practice and applies results
from the conducted personal studies on the educational practice with children with Down
syndrome. The obtained results offer additional valuable information on the specifics which
the focus group of children have expressed, as well as directions for developing working
methods. It is imperative to mention that this may be the first work in Bulgarian scientific
literature dedicated to this topic which may be of interest to a wide audience of readers —
specialists in different institutions, special and general pedagogues and parents of children

with Down syndrome.

The candidate’s interest in Down syndrome is provoked by her long, rigorous and consistent
research on this topic. In the same vein, I may mention previous publications of Chief Assist.
Prof. Shapkova-Taneva which prove her focus on the research topic and demonstrate the

logical path of building a wholesome theoretical and practical conception regarding the group



with Down syndrome, their early diagnostics, specific developmental characteristics and
therapeutic work strategies. Publications G6-1, G7-1, 2, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 19, 21, 23, G9-1,
G10-1 address the same issues. One of the important contributions of the research work of Dr.
Shapkova-Taneva, achieved through her thorough investigations and studies is the extraction
of Down syndrome children from the common group of children with intellectual disabilities,
and supporting her decision with a number of developmental specifics, work methods that

bring results and prognosis for a successful outcome.

Working with autistic children is another area of the activity of Dr. Penka Shapkova-
Taneva to which she has devoted a considerable part of her production. In confirmation to it, |
will call upon publications G4-1, G7-4, 5, 8, 24, 28. Here | must mention the book of Chief
Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD How to Work with Autistic Children. In it the
author delivers information on autism spectrum disorders, concurrent developmental
specifics, early interaction and importance of the family environment for a successful therapy,
as well as practical approaches for work which present wonderful opportunities for

overcoming developmental deficits.

In the number of publications dedicated to the problems of autism Chief Assist. Prof. Penka
Shapkova, PhD has included current information on international work practices, as well as

the application of alternative techniques which lead to positive results from therapeutic work.

Working with children with intellectual disability. The following publications testify for
the comprehensive interest of the candidate in this problem: G7-3, 10, 14, 18, 27, 30. In this
sense, | may not neglect the works Problems of early psychopedagogical assistance and
school integration of children with intellectual disability, Specifics of the content of
programmes for early education and upbringing of children with intellectual disability, Art
therapy for children with intellectual disability. In all of them the candidate continues to
search for creative solutions of problems related to teaching and development of children with
intellectual disability, and the formation of useful skills which are of paramount importance
for improving the quality of life. In the mentioned publications the author has included
information useful for special educators who experience considerable need for directions

when working with children with intellectual disability, as well as their parents.

Early influence and work with parents of SEN children. This is the next area of research
interests of Dr. Shapkova-Taneva. Publications G7-9, 23, 25, 27, 30 address these issues. |

may also mention the following titles: Specifics of the content of programmes for early



education and upbringing of children with intellectual disability, Specifics of early
diagnostics and intervention in children with intellectual disability and autistic children. The
author competently presents information related to the necessity of exercising early influence
and hence early diagnostics, the creation of productive programmes for early intervention,
therapeutic methods for overcoming developmental deficiencies and including parents as

important participants in the entire process.
The research publication in an indexed international journal is notable.

There are 17 bibliographic citations of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD in
local research journals. An inquiry from the National Library “St. Cyril and St. Methodius”

serves as a proof for this statement.

Regarding the scientometric indicators, 1 may conclude that Chief Assist. Prof. Penka
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD does not only meet, but rather significantly exceeds the minimal

national requirements for conferral of the academic title of Associate Professor.

4.2. The research activity of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD
also includes her participation in 11 national projects, all of which dedicated to teaching
children with special educational needs. There are numerous participations in scientific
conferences and forums on special education.

4.3. The pedagogical activity of the candidate is related to Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”, where Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Todorova Shapkova-Taneva, PhD has
acquired an 18-year experience as a tenure track lecturer. The disciplines she teaches are
closely related to her research interests listed above.

5. Personal impressions.

| have known Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD for 18 years as an innovative
and creative scholar and lecturer, active participant in scientific forums, conferences and
symposia. In her relations with colleagues the candidate has always demonstrated respectful

and correct attitude.
Conclusion

On the basis of the analysis and evaluation of the research and pedagogical activity of the
candidate 1 may formulate the following standpoint: Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Todorova-
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD is a scholar with proven competence in her research area. Her studies



and publications fully meet the current trends in science and practice and are useful both to

students, and to specialists who work with children with special educational needs.

The presented documentation and materials comply with the requirements of the LDASRB,
the Statute for its application, the internal regulations on the activity, development of
academic staff and the educational activity of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. This allows me to
suggest to the honorable Scientific Jury to vote in favour of conferring the academic title of

Associate Professor to Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD.
11.11.2020
Sofia

Referee:

(Assoc. Prof. Neda Balkanska, PhD)



