ENGLISH LITERATURE - ROMANTICISM

PhD QUESTIONAIRE 

1. Historical and intellectual prerequisites of the Romantic movement: the Industrial Revolution, the French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars, the anti-rationalist revolt in philosophy.

2. The transition to Romanticism: William Blake.

3. W. Wordsworth. The Romantic definition of poetry, the poet and the creative process in the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads. Nature and imagination in Wordsworth’s sonnets, and longer poems.

4. S.T. Coleridge as critic, philosopher, and poet. Biographia Literaria. Demonic and conversational poems. 

5. P. B. Shelley. The quest for the ideal in reality, art and nature. Political radicalism and atheism in the early works. Shelley’s vision in Prometheus Unbound and the mature lyrical works. Epistemological and moral skepticism in the later works: Epipsychidion, Hellas and The Triumph of Life.
 6. John Keats.  The English Renaissance tradition in the early works. Imagination, truth and beauty in Endymion and the major odes. The reassessment of reality and imaginative experience in the later works: The Fall of Hyperion, Lamia, “La Belle Dame Sans Merci”, etc.
7. Lord Byron. The Romantic rebel in the Turkish Tales and Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage. The moral and epistemological quest in Manfred and Cain. Major satires: Don Juan
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