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Qualification Description

Subject Area: European Union and European Integration (in English)

BA Program/ MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union (in English)

1. Educational objectives:
MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union (in English) is a specialization program in nature and has been designed 
for graduates of Bachelor degree by at least the distinction mark of “Good” in the following fields of higher education: 1. Pedagogy; 2. The 
humanities; 3. Social and legal sciences and economics; 4. Natural sciences, mathematics and informatics; 8. The arts; 9. Security and defence. 
The major aim of this program is to prepare highly qualified specialists with integrated analytical and creative approach to cultural processes and 
phenomena as part of the EU geopolitics. This MA program has a marked interdisciplinary drive with a focus on the modes in which culture is 
turned into a leading factor in modern international politics. Theoretical and practical disciplines are included in the course of the program 
focusing on key aspects of studying cultural diplomacy, geopolitical processes and regional development as part of the EU policies.
Applicants for the MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union (in English) are required to have a Bachelor degree by 
at least the distinction mark of “Good” (as estimated by the mean value of their academic score and the final state exam), a certificate of English, 
level B2, of an internationally recognized certification centre (preferably Oxford Test of English). All applicants are subjected to an interview 
before an academic panel. Evaluation of their eligibility is made on the basis of their linguistic and communicative competence. Ratings are made 
pursuant to a mean mark from the interview, the mean value of the academic achievement of the applicant’s Bachelor degree and their state 
exam in the BA.

2. Description
Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union (in English) is a three semester Master program in English, meaning that the education 
is performed entirely in English. The tutors of all courses are leading scientists in their respective fields of science. The third semester curriculum 
enables students to take part in a joint seminar of Bulgarian and foreign diplomats and to apply for internships in European and international 
diplomatic and cultural institutions. The program offers a variety of elective disciplines, both in theoretical and applied studies. Students are also 
offered opportunities to take part in international summer schools and seminars, thematic specialized modules and programs for students’ 
exchange of relevant Master programs. The program is concluded by a research paper and defense of a MA Graduate thesis.
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3. Professional Qualifications
The MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union enables bachelors from the BA “European Union and European 
integration ana other relevant majors to widen and aeepen their Knowledge ana academic competence. Graduates are esteemed as nighiy 
qualified professionals with a wide range of professional skills in vocational fields of cultural diplomacy requiring excellent command of English 
and flexible communication skills for mediation in a multicultural environment.

4. Professional Realization
Graduates fo this Master program are eligible for positions in the sphere of diplomacy and foreign policy, as well as expert positions in national 
and international diplomatic and cultural institutions, international organizations and missions, EU committees and agencies, mass media, NGOs, 
boards of experts and academic institutions.
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Subject Area; European Union and European Integration 
MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union ( in English)

Program code
Academic year beginning from 2020/ 2021
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Compulsory courses I semester
1 Z 0 1 0 Multi-track Diplomacy in the Geopolitics of the 21st century C 1 5 150 45 0 3+0 e
2 Z 0 2 0 Border Regions and Transborder cooperation C 1 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

3 z 0 3 0 Diplomacy and Crisis Management in the EU 
(historical and political aspects) c 1 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

4 z 0 4 0 Intercultural Mediation and Negotiation c 1 4 120 45 0 3+0 e
5 z 0 5 0 Policy making and Culture in the EU c 1 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

Elective Courses I semester (the electives should bring no less than 9 credits per semester)
1 I 0 1 0 EU Geopolitics and the Far East E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
2 I 0 2 0 Historical, Cultural and Political Roots of European Diplomacy E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

3 I 0 3 0 The Diplomacy of the EU (the US perspective) E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
4 I 0 4 0 Modern Turkish Politics: Traditions, Continuity and Development E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
5 I 0 5 0 Introduction to EU Institutions and Policies E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
6 I 0 6 0 Effective Communication and audiovisual services E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
7 I 0 7 0 Geopolitics in the 21st Century: The Black Sea Region E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
8 I 0 8 0 Europe and India: A Paradigmatic Cultural Encounter E 1 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca
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Compulsory courses II semester
1 Z 0 6 0 Power in Modern International Relations C 2 4 120 45 0 3+0 e
2 z 0 7 0 Institutional Economics c 2 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

3 z 0 8 0 Cultural Identity and Political Ethics. 
Diversity and Identification with Europe c 2 5 150 45 0 3+0 e

4 z 0 9 0 Diplomatic, Ethnic and Cultural Dimensions 
of the EU integration process in the Balkans c 2 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

5 z 0 1 1 intercultural Aspects of Marketing Communication c 2 4 120 45 0 3+0 e

Elective Courses II semester (the electives should bring no ess than 9 credits per semester)
1 I 0 9 0 Inter-, multi-, and transculturalism in Europe E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

2
I 0 1 1

Historical and ethnic identity issues of the South East Europe's 
eu integration (North Macedonia, the Western Balkans 
and Cyprus as case studies)

E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

3 I 0 1 2 Leadership and Effective Communication E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

4 I 0 1 3 Hard and Soft Power in the Global Intercultural Dialog: 
Scientific Diplomacy Today E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

5 I 0 1 4 Multilateral cooperation within the framework of European programmes, 
projects and initiatives E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

6 I 0 1 5 Bulgaria and Western Europe -  
Cultural Diplomacy during the Cold War E 2 3 90 30 0 2+0 ca

Compulsory courses III semes ter
1 z 0 1 2 Writing of Research Papers C 3 6 180 30 0 2+0 e

2 z 0 1 3 Diplomatic Seminar C 3 5 150 45 0 3+0 e
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Study Internships and Course papers

№ code Internship
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1 Z 0 1 0 Internships in European and International Diplomatic 
and Cultural Institutions c 3 4 3 45 ca

2 I 0 2 0 EU Geopolitics and the Far East E 1 1 30 ca

3 I 0 3 0 Historical, Cultural and Political Roots of European Diplomacy E 1 1 30 ca

4 I 0 4 0 The Diplomacy of the EU (the US perspective) E 1 1 30 ca

5 I 0 5 0 Modern Turkish Politics: Traditions, Continuity and Development E 1 1 30 ca

6 I 0 6 0 Introduction to EU Institutions and Policies E 1 1 30 ca

7 I 0 7 0 Effective Communication and audiovisual services E 1 1 30 ca

8 I 0 8 0 Geopolitics in the 21st Century: The Black Sea Region E 1 1 30 ca

9 I 0 9 0 Europe and India: A Paradigmatic Cultural Encounter E 1 1 30 ca

10 I 0 1 1 Inter-, multi-, and transculturalism in Europe E 2 1 30 ca

11 I 0 1 2
Historical and ethnic identity issues of the South East Europe's 
eu integration (North Macedonia, the Western Balkans 
and Cyprus as case studies)

E 2 1 30 ca

12 I 0 1 3 Leadership and Effective Communication E 2 1 30 ca

13 I 0 1 4 Hard and Soft Power in the Global Intercultural Dialog: 
Scientific Diplomacy Today E 2 1 30 ca

14 I 0 1 5 Multilateral cooperation within the framework of European programmes, 
projects and initiatives E 2 1 30 ca

15 I 0 1 6 Bulgaria and Western Europe -  
Cultural Diplomacy during the Cold War E 2 1 30 ca
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Degree completion
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Defence of an MA thesis 15 May/June October

The curriculum has been approved by the Program Council, Record of Proceedings № 27 from 16.01.2020
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Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski"
Curriculum Reference Statement 

Subject Area: Subject Area: European Union and European integration 
MA Program: Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union ( in English) 

Form of study: Full Time, Length of Study: 3 semesters____________
Course Load, ECTS -  credits and course completion per semester

Type of 
courses
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C o m p u ls o ry
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225 21 5 225 21 5 75 11 2 525 53 12

M in. o f  e le c tiv e  
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90 9 3 90 9 3 180 18 6

S tu d y  in te rn s h ip s 45 4 1 45 4 1

Total: 315 30 8 315 30 8 120 15 3 750 75 19
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Defence of an MA thesis 15 450 May/June October

Professional Qualification: Master of Arts in Cultural Liaisons and Geopolitics of the European Union
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