PELLEH3UA
Ha pgou. A-p Hepa 3natnHoBa bankaHcKa
33 NpenoaasaTesiCKaTa U Hay4yHOM3CeA0BaTe ICKaTa AeNHOCT
Ha rAa. ac. a-p NMeHka Topoposa LWlankoBa-TaHeBa,
KaHAWAAT 33 aKaZeMUYHaTa N bXKHOCT ,g0ueHT’ B Coduinckm YHusepcutet
,CBetn KnmmeHT Oxpuackm® no obnact Ha Bucwwe obpasoBaHue:
1. Neparornyeckun Haykun 1.2. Neparorvka
( CneumanHa negarornka-lepgarorvka Ha geua ¢ MHTENEKTyalHa
Hef0CTaTbYyHOCT)

1.KOHKypCbHT 3a akagemmyHaTa ANbKHOCT ,a4oueHT” no CneunanHa negarorunka
3a HyXauTe Ha PaKkynteta No Hayku 3a 06pa3oBaHUETO M M3KYCTBATa KbM
Codwuiickn YHusepcutet ,, Cs. Kn. Oxpmnackn“ e 3akoHHo obaseH B 1B, 6p. 74/
21 asryct. 2020 r. KoHKypcbT e 06ABEH M ce NpoBe)KAA NpW CrnasBaHe Ha
BCMYKM Knay3n oT 3PACPE m lNMpaBusiiHMKa 3@ HEroBoTO NpuioXeHune. ToBa AaBa
npaBo Ha HayyHOTO ypu Ja nposege OUEHABAHETO Ha KaHAugaTa B
cboTBeTcTBue € Yn. 24 ot 3PACPBE u un. 53 ot lNpaBunHMKa 3a npunaraHe Ha
3aKoHa. KaHampaTbT € npeactaBMa NMbAHUA KOMMJIEKT OT Heobxoammu
AOKYMEHTU Mo npoueaypara.

2. B KOHKypca y4yactBa camo eauH KaHampaaT — rn. ac. A-p lNeHka Togoposa
LLlankoBa-TaHeBa, noHacToAwem npenogasaten B Copuncku YHmsepcutet ,,CB.
Kn. Oxpuackun®, @akynteT no HayanHa M NpeayynaniiHa negarornka, kategpa
CneunanHa neparoruka.

3. [laHHM 3a KaHampaTta. [n. ac. A4-p lNeHka LWankosa 3aBbpluBa CpeHOTO CH
obpasoBaHue npe3 1992 r. 8 COY , Xpucto CMUPHEHCKK“, rp. Xucaps, C
XyMmaHuTapeH npodun. Maructop e no CneumanHa neparorMka Cbe
cneymanmsaumm no Jloronegma wn [leparorMka Ha Aeua C WHTENEKTyanHa
HepocTaTb4yHOCT Kbm CY ,,CB. KnmmeHT OXpurackn®, c roanHa Ha 3aBbpLUBaAHE —
1997. B cbwuAa nepuoa Ha obyyeHMe KaHAMAATKATa NoJsiydyaBa U AMnaoma 3a
3aBbplleHa BTOpa CNEUMaNHOCT B pPaMKUTE HaA CblWOTO BUcle Yy4yebHOo
3aBegeHue no cneumanHoct Kyntyponorma. OT 2002 r. 40 HACTOAWMA MOMEHT
rn. ac. g-p Menka Wankosa e npenogasaten B CY ,CB. KnmmeHT Oxpuackun®,
KaTeapa CneumanHa nepgarornka. [pes 2013 r. 3awmTaBa [AOKTOPCKaA
avceptauma Ha Tema: " KOrHUTUMBHO (YHKUMOHMPAHE M BB3MOXKHOCTM 33
obyyeHune npu aeua cbC CUHAPOM Ha [layH" c HayyeH pbKoBoguTen: npod. 4-p
K. Kapagosa. lpe3 uenmna nepuog ot 2002 r. 4O MOMEHTa KaHAuAATKaTa
yyactBa B pegumua obyyeHuAa, CBbpP3aHM KAKTO C MOBMLIABAHE Ha HeWHaTa
KBaAMPMKaLMA KaTo CneuuaneH negaror, Taka U C M3CNeaoBaTeNCKUTE U



npenogasaTe/nickute M ymeHuA. Kato oTaenHu npumepu mora ga nocoua
obyyeHuaTa no CeH3opHa npepaboTtka M Brain Gym*“, ,lpe3eHTauma wu
npeseHTUpaHe”, ,AKageMnUYHO NnucaHe” n T.H. BCMYKO TOBa e A0Ka3aTe/CTBO 3a
nocnenoBaTeNIHOCTTA B MHTepecuTe 1 ycunuaTta Ha 4-p LLlankoBsa aa ce passuBa
M NOBMLLABA CBOATa KBanMdUKauma.

4. HayuHou3scnepoBaTe/iCKa AEMHOCT Ha KaHAKAATA

4.1. HayyHama npodyKyusa Ha rn. ac. A-p [MeHka LWankoBa-TaHeBa, [0
MOMEHTA, BKAtOYBA 42 nybanKaumm, ot Kouto 38 noanerkar Ha peleH3npaHe 3a
LesnTe Ha KOHKYpPCa 3a 3aeMaHe Ha aKaZeMunyHaTa AAbXKHOCT ,A0UeHT”.

Te morat ga ce npeAcTaBAT NO CNeAHUA HAYMH:

aHp Bpown CamocToaTtenHa | CbaBTOPCTBO
nybankayms

MoHorpadpuu, KHUMM 3 2 1

rNAaBU OT KHUTK

Cryaumn, ctatnm 35 31 4

OT uAnocTHaTa npoaykuMa morat ga ce pgudepeHuMpaT HAKOMKO
OCHOBHMW HanpaB/AeHMA HA Hay4YHOM3C/1Ie40BaATE/ICKUTE MHTEPECU Ha KaHAMAATa:
Jeuata cbc cMHgpom Ha [ayH. Hanuuye e cepno3Ha HaydyHa npoayKuuA,
cBbp3aHa c npobnemuTe Ha rpynata Ha geua cbC cMHAPOM Ha [ayH. ['n. ac.
MeHka LLankoBa-TaHeBa ymesio cbyeTaBa Hay4dyHaTa MHPOpPMAUMA C HEMHOTO
NPaKTUYECKO MNPUNOXKEHME, KOeTO npuaaBa BMUCOKA CTOMHOCT Ha HeEWHUTe
nybnvkauum. Hama Kak pga He oTbenexa xabuamtaumMoHHMA Tpysh 3a
NPUCHXKAAHE HA aKaZeMMYHATa ANbXKHOCT ,AoueHT” Ha Tema ,Iloaxoau 3a
JJMYHOCTHO Pa3BHUTHE, MOJAKPeNna v NpuodiiaBaHe HA JeNa CbC CHHIAPOM Ha
Hayn*“. Hapegp c 6oratata TeopeTnyHaTa 6a3a no npobnema ca npeacTaBeHM
NONE3HU NPaAKTUYECKM MOAENM 3a CTUMYy/AMpaHe Ha obwoTo pas3BuTue U
npeofosiABaHe HAa KOHKPETHU aednUMTU, XapaKTePHM 3a AelaTa CbC CUHAPOM
Ha [JayH. Kato pgonbaHuTenHa WAKCTpauMa aBTOpPKATa OMMUCBA €4AMHUYHM
C/ly4an OT CBOATA MPaAKTMKA M Npuaara pesyatatm oT npoBefaeHn cobcTBeHM
npoy4YBaHMA Bbpxy obpasoBaTenHaTa MPAKTMKA Ha Aeua CbC CMHAPOM Ha
[ayH. Pe3yntatnute oT Hero NpeaocTaBAT AOMbJAHUTENHA LeHHa MHPopMauusa
OTHOCHO cneunpuKUTe, KOUTO NPOABABA M3C/AenBaHaTa rpyna Aeua, KakTo U
HAaCOKM 33 YCbBbPLIEHCTBAHETO HA MeToauTe Ha paborta. CneaBa pga ce
oTbenexun, ye ToBa € Moxe 6U MbpPBMAT TPyA, NMOCBETEH HA Ta3n Tema B
6bArapckaTa Hay4yHa aMTepaTypa, KOMTO NpeacTaBasBa MHTEPEC 3a WNPOK Kpbr
ynTaTeNn-  CNEeuManncTu B PaA3IMYHU MHCTUTYLUMUM-CNELNANHN 7
06w,006pa3oBaTesIHM Negaro3v U PoAnTENN Ha Aela CbC CMHAPOM Ha [ayH.



NHTepecbT KbM TemaTa 3a cMHAPOMa Ha [ayH e nnoa Ha AbAroAuLLHa,
3aabnboyeHa M nocnegoBaTesIHa HayydHa AEWHOCT Ha KaHauaaTta. B Taswu
NoCoKa mora Aa otTbenexa npeanwHu nybankaumum Ha ra. ac. Lankosa-TaHeBa-
[IOKa3aTencTBO 3a W3C/1IeA0BaTe/NICKUTE NPOYy4YBaHMA NO TemaTta, KOuTo
AEMOHCTPUPAT JIOTUYECKMA NMbT Ha M3rPa*KAaHEeTO Ha USNOCTHA TEOPETUKO-
NpPaKTUYecKa KOHLUENUUA Ha aBTOPKaTa No OTHOLLUEHWE Ha rpynaTa CbC CUHAPOM
Ha [ayH, TAXHaTa paHHa AMArHOCTMKA, cneumPpuruyHmn ocobeHoCTN Ha pas3BUTUE U
TepaneBTUYHU CTpaTermm 3a paboTta. B Tasm nocoka ca nybaukauuute c
Homepauma 6-1; I7-1, 2,6,7,11,12,13,19,21,23; I9-1; '10- 1. EAnH OT BaKHUTe
NPMHOCKM OT Hay4yHO-U3cnefoBaTesiIcKaTa AeMHOCT Ha A-p LLUankoBa-TaHeBa,
NOCTUrHAT Ha 6a3aTa Ha HeMHUTEe 3a4bAOOYEHN NPOYYBAHMA N U3CNEe[BAHUA B
obnactra Ha [ayH CMHAPOMA € W3BEeAAHEeTO Ha Tas3w rpyna Aeua M3BbH
obwaTta Ha rpyna Ha JeuaTta C MHTENEKTya/lHa HeAoCTaTbyHOCT, KaTo TA
aprymeHTMpa TOBa C peauuaTta cneunduKkn, NpoABABaHM B Pa3BUTUETO,
meToauTe Ha paboTa, KOUTO AaBaT pPe3ynTaT U NPOrHo3aTa 3a ycnex.

ePaborta c geua c aytMsbm e gpyra obnact oT pabortaTta Ha A4-p
MeHKa LLankoBa-TaHeBa, Ha KOATO TA e MOCBETU/Ia CEPUO3HA YacCT OT CBOMUTE
TpyaoBse. B noTBbpXKAEHME Ha TOBa Mora Aia nocoya nybankaumm ¢ Homepaums
r4-1; 17-4, 5, 8, 24, 28. Tyk onpegeneHo He mora ga NoAMMHA KHUraTa Ha rn.
ac. a-p NMeHka WWankoBa-TaHeBa ,,Kak ga pabotum c geua c aytusbm” B Hes
aBTopkata npeanara WHboOpPMAUMA OTHOCHO CMEKTbPa OT aYTUCTUYHMU
HapyweHusa, cneuMPpuKknuTe, KOMTO Ce NPOABABAT B Pa3BUTMETO MM, PAHHOTO
Bb3JENCTBME M 3HAYEHMETO Ha CemelHaTa cpeda 3a ycrnexa OT TepanusaTa,
KaKTO M MNpaKTMYecKn noaxoauM Ha paboTta, KouTO npeanarat YyaecHu
Bb3MOXHOCTW 33 NpeoaonaBaHe Ha AepuunTuTe B TAXHOTO pa3BUTUE.

B nopeaunuata ot nybanKkauum, nocBeTeHn Ha npobaemuTe Ha ayTU3ma, .
ac. a-p MeHka LLlankoBa npegnara akTyanHa MHPOpPMaLUA OTHOCHO CBETOBHUTE
NPaKTUKKU 33 paboTa, KAKTO U MPUNOKEHUETO Ha aNTEPHATUBHU TEXHUKU, KOUTO
BOAAT 10 NOJIOKUTENHM pe3yaTaTh OT TepaneBTUYHaTa paboTa.

e Paborta c geua c MHTeNEeKTya/lHa HeA0CTaTbYHOCT. KaTo npumepy,
KOUTO cBMAETecTBaT 3a 3aAbnbo4yeHUss WHTEepeCc Ha KaHAMAaATKaTa KbM
npobnema ca nybaukauymmute nog Homepa 7-3,10,14,18,27,30. B Ta3n nocoka
He mMmora pga He otbenexa nybankauumte ,Mpobnemn Ha paHHaATa
ncuxonoronegarormyecka NMOMOLY, M YYMIMLLHA MHTErpauua Ha Aeuarta C
MHTEeNEeKTya/lHa HepocTaTbuHOCTY, ,CneuynduKa HaA CbAbLPXKAHMETO Ha
nporpamuTe 3a PaHHO Bb3NUTaHME U ObyuyeHMe Ha Aeua C UHTeNEeKTyaslHa
HepoCTaTbYHOCTY, ,ApT-Tepanua 3a geua C YMCTBEHA u3ocTtaHanoct ". Bbs
BCUYKM TAX KaHAMAATKATa Npoab/ayKaBa A3 TbPCU KPeaTUBHWU pPelleHUs Ha
npobnemuTte, CBbP3aHW C O0OyYeHMETO U pa3BUTMETO HA Jdeuata C
MHTEeNEeKTya/Ha HedoCTaTbYyHOCT, GOPMMUPAHETO HA NONE3HM YMEHUA, KOUTO Cca



OT WM3KNOYUTENHO 3Ha4YeHMe 3a MNOoBMLWIABAHE KayeCcTBOTO Ha KMBOT. B
cnomeHaTuTe nybavMKaumm ce npegnara MHPopmauma, KOATO € MnonesHa 3a
cneumanHuTe negarosun, KOMTO M3NUTBAT OFPOMHA NOTPEBHOCT OT HACOKM 3a
paboTa C Aeua C WHTENeKTyaslHa HeAoCTaTbYHOCT KAKTO M 3@ TexHuTe
poautenu.
e PaHHO Bb3AaeiicTBMe U paboTa c pogutenure Ha geua cbe COMM.

ToBa e cnegBawaTta AMHMA OT U3C1e40BaTENCKUTE MHTEPECU Ha A-p
LLlankoBa-TaHeBa. B Ta3n nocoKka ca nybankauymute ¢ Homepauua 7-9, 23,25,
27, 30. Mora pa oTtbene)ka B Ta3u Bpb3Ka 3arnasua KaTto ,CneunduKa Ha
CbAbP)KAaHUETO HA NporpamuTe 3a paHHO Bb3NUTaHUE U obyyeHue Ha geua C
MHTeNeKTyaNlHa HeaocTaTbyHocTY, ,0c06eHOCTM Ha paHHAaTa AMArHOCTUKa U
MHTEPBEHUMA NpU Aeua C YMCTBEHA M30CTAHA/NOCT U geua C aytusbm“ .
KomneTeHTHO ce npeacTaBa MHPOpMauUMATa, CBbpP3aHa ¢ HeobxoammocTTa OT
npoBe)KAaHe Ha pPaHHO Bb3AEUCTBME W MNPOM3TMYALLATA OT TOBa pPaHHa
AMNArHOCTMKA, Cb34aBaHETO Ha NPOAYKTUBHU NPOrpamm 3a paHa MHTEPBEHLMUA,
TepaneBTUYHUTE METOAM 33 NMPeoaosiaBaHe Ha AedpuumTuTe B Pa3BUTUETO U
poauTennTe Kato BaXKHU y4aCTHULUM B LLeanA npouec.

MpaBu BneyaTieHMe HayyHaTa Nyb6/aAMKauua B UHAEKCUPAHO
YyXKAECTPaHHO U3aaHue.

Hanuue ca 17 6ubnmnorpadpcku uutupaHma Ha rn. ac. A-p lNeHka
LLlankoBa-TaHeBa B HalM Hay4yHM M3[aHUA. KaTo fOKa3aTencTtBeH matepuan e
npunoXeHa cnpaBka oT HauuoHanHata 6ubumnmnoteka ,Cs. cB. Kupun wu
MeTogunin“.

Mo OTHOWeEeHMEe Ha HAYKOMETPUYHUTE MNOKasaTeNn Mora ga HanpasA
3aK/oYeHneTo, Yye rn. ac. a-p lNeHka Togoposa LLankosa-TaHeBa He camo
NOKPMBA, HO W 3HAYUTE/IHO HAAXBBLPIA MUHUMANHUTE  HALMOHANHMU
M3NCKBAHMA 33 3aeMaHe Ha akaZleMUYHaTa ANTbXKHOCT ,,A0LEeHT”.

4.2. Hay4yHou3cnedoeamesackama OeliHocm Ha rn. ac. A-p lMeHka LLankosa-
TaHeBa BKAKOYBA OLE y4acTMeTO M B 11 HAUMOHANHW NPOEKTU, BCUYKK Te,
nocBeTeHNM Ha o0byyeHMETO HaA Aeuata CbC cneyuanHu obpasoBaTesHU
notpebHocTn. Hannue ca MHOro6porHM y4yacTMA B Hay4yHU KOHepeHuun u
dopymu no npobremute Ha CneuymanHata negaroruka.

4.3. NMpenoaaBaTenckata AeMHOCT e cBbp3aHa cbc Copuminckmn YHmnsepcuter ,CB.
KnnmeHTt Oxpunackun®, Kvaeto ra. ac. aA-p MeHka Togoposa LLlankoBa-TaHeBa e
WwateH npenogasaten ¢ 18 roguweH cTax. AUCUMNAMHUTE, NO KOWUTO



npenoaasa ca TACHO CBbP3aHM C HEMHUTE HayyHM MHTepecu, U3bpoeHu no-
rope.

5. JlnuHu BneyaTneHums

No3HaBam ra. ac. a-p lNMeHka LWankosa-TaHesBa oT 18 roagMHM KaTo MHOBATUBEH
N KpeaTMBEH y4eH M NpenoaaBaTesn, KaTo AEeeH Y4aCTHUK B Hay4yHu dopymu,
KOHdepeHUMN U CMMNO3NYMWN. B OTHOLIEHMATA CU C KonernTe, KaHAMAATKATa
BMHArn e A4eMOHCTPUpana yBaxKeHme n KOPEeKTHOCT.

3aknoyeHue

HanpaBeHWAT aHanM3 UM OUEeHKa Ha HayyHou3c/enoBaTenCcKaTta W
npenogasaTenckata ALEeWHOCT Ha KaHAuAaTa MM AaBaT OCHOBaHME 3a
dopmumpaHe Ha cnegHOTO CTaHoBMLE: A, ac. A-p MNeHka Togoposa LLankosa-
TaHeBa e y4yeH C AOKa3aHM KOMMNEeTeHUMWU B CBOATA Hay4yHa ob6s1acT. HelHute
nscneaBaHma n NnybanKkaunm oTroBapAT HaMbHO HA CbBPEMEHHUTE TEHAEHLMMN
B HayKaTa M NpPaKTUKATa W ca MNONE3HMU, KaKTO 3a CTyAeHTUTe, TakKa M 3a
cneuyanucTute, Kouto paboTaT € geua cbC crneumanHu obpasosaTenHu
noTpebHoCTH

MNpepcTtaBeHUTE OOKYMEHTM WM MaTepuann CbOTBETCTBAT HANBAHO Ha
M3NCKBAHMATA HA 3aKOHA 3a aKageMWU4HoTo pas3suTtue PB, Ha lpaBuaHKMKA Ha
HEeroBoTo MNPU/JOXKEHWE, HA BbLTPEWHUTE NPABUAHWLM 33 [AENHOCTTa, 3a
Pa3BUTMETO Ha aKaAEeMMYHUA CbCTaB M 3a yyebHaTa genHocT Ha CY ,Cs. Kn.
Oxpuackun“. Toea MM gaBa OCHOBAHME ga NpeaorXKa Ha yBarkaemoTo Hay4yHo
Xypu ga u3bepe rn. ac. a-p lNeHka LWankoBa-TaHeBa 3a akKagemuyHaTa
ONTbXKHOCT ,A0UEeHT”.

11.11.2020r. U3roTeun peueHsuaTa:
Ip. Codua (mou. o-p H. BankaHcka)



REVIEW
By Assoc. Prof. Neda Zlatinova Balkanska
on the pedagogical and research activity of
Chief Assistant Professor Penka Todorova Shapkova-Taneva, PhD,

candidate for the academic title of Associate Professor at Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” in the area of higher education: 1. Pedagogical Sciences, 1.2. Pedagogy (Special
Education — Pedagogy of Children with Intellectual Disability)

1. The competition for the academic title of Associate Professor in Special Education for
the purposes of the Faculty of Educational Studies and the Arts at Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski” was legally promulgated in State Gazette, Ne74/ 21 August 2020. The
competition has been announced and held with compliance to all clauses of the Law on the
Development of the Academic Staff in the Republic of Bulgaria and the Statute for its
application. This allows the Scientific Jury to evaluate the candidate with respect to art. 24 of
the LDASRB and art. 53 of the Statute for the application of the same law. The candidate has
presented the full set of the necessary documentation for the procedure.

2. Only one candidate has applied for this competition — Chief Assist. Penka Todorova
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD, currently a lecturer at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”,
Faculty of Early and Pre-school Pedagogy, Department of Special Education.

3. Information about the candidate. Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova, PhD
graduated secondary school in 1992 at the General Secondary School “Hristo Smirnenski”,
the town of Hisarya, with a profile in humanities. In 1997 she became a Master in Special
Education with specializations in Speech Therapy and Pedagogy of Children with Intellectual
Disability at SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. During the same period, the candidate obtained a
diploma for a second major in Culture Studies within the same higher educational institution.
Since 2002 to present Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova, PhD has been teaching at the
Department of Special Pedagogy of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. In 2013 she defended her
doctoral thesis on Cognitive functioning and educational possibilities for children with Down
syndrome with an academic advisor Prof. K. Karadzhova, PhD. Since 2002 the candidate has
participated in a number of trainings related to improving her qualification as a special
educator, her research and teaching skills. For instance, some of the listed trainings includes

Sensor Processing and Brain Gym, Presentation and Presenting, Academic Writing, etc. The



above mentioned can serve as a proof of the consistent interest and effort of Dr. Shapkova to
develop and upgrade her qualification.

4. Research activity of the candidate

4.1. The research production of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD
up to present includes 42 publications, of which 38 are reviewable for the purposes of the

competition for conferral of the academic title of Associate Professor. They may be presented

as follows:

Genre Number Single author Co-author
publication publication

Monographs, books, 3 2 1

book chapters

Studies, articles 35 31 4

Several main directions of the research interests of the candidate may be differentiated within

the complete works of the candidate:

Children with Down syndrome. Serious research work that concerns the problems of the
group of children with Down syndrome has been done. Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-
Taneva, PhD skillfully combines scientific information with its practical application, which
adds a high value to her publications. | cannot disregard the habilitation work for conferral of
the academic title of Associate Professor on Approaches for personal development, support
and inclusion of children with Down syndrome. Together with the rich theoretical foundations
on the problem, practical models for stimulating the general development and overcoming of
certain deficits typical for children with Down syndrome have been presented. As an
additional illustration, the author describes singular cases from her practice and applies results
from the conducted personal studies on the educational practice with children with Down
syndrome. The obtained results offer additional valuable information on the specifics which
the focus group of children have expressed, as well as directions for developing working
methods. It is imperative to mention that this may be the first work in Bulgarian scientific
literature dedicated to this topic which may be of interest to a wide audience of readers —
specialists in different institutions, special and general pedagogues and parents of children

with Down syndrome.

The candidate’s interest in Down syndrome is provoked by her long, rigorous and consistent
research on this topic. In the same vein, I may mention previous publications of Chief Assist.
Prof. Shapkova-Taneva which prove her focus on the research topic and demonstrate the

logical path of building a wholesome theoretical and practical conception regarding the group



with Down syndrome, their early diagnostics, specific developmental characteristics and
therapeutic work strategies. Publications G6-1, G7-1, 2, 6, 7, 11, 12, 13, 19, 21, 23, G9-1,
G10-1 address the same issues. One of the important contributions of the research work of Dr.
Shapkova-Taneva, achieved through her thorough investigations and studies is the extraction
of Down syndrome children from the common group of children with intellectual disabilities,
and supporting her decision with a number of developmental specifics, work methods that

bring results and prognosis for a successful outcome.

Working with autistic children is another area of the activity of Dr. Penka Shapkova-
Taneva to which she has devoted a considerable part of her production. In confirmation to it, |
will call upon publications G4-1, G7-4, 5, 8, 24, 28. Here | must mention the book of Chief
Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD How to Work with Autistic Children. In it the
author delivers information on autism spectrum disorders, concurrent developmental
specifics, early interaction and importance of the family environment for a successful therapy,
as well as practical approaches for work which present wonderful opportunities for

overcoming developmental deficits.

In the number of publications dedicated to the problems of autism Chief Assist. Prof. Penka
Shapkova, PhD has included current information on international work practices, as well as

the application of alternative techniques which lead to positive results from therapeutic work.

Working with children with intellectual disability. The following publications testify for
the comprehensive interest of the candidate in this problem: G7-3, 10, 14, 18, 27, 30. In this
sense, | may not neglect the works Problems of early psychopedagogical assistance and
school integration of children with intellectual disability, Specifics of the content of
programmes for early education and upbringing of children with intellectual disability, Art
therapy for children with intellectual disability. In all of them the candidate continues to
search for creative solutions of problems related to teaching and development of children with
intellectual disability, and the formation of useful skills which are of paramount importance
for improving the quality of life. In the mentioned publications the author has included
information useful for special educators who experience considerable need for directions

when working with children with intellectual disability, as well as their parents.

Early influence and work with parents of SEN children. This is the next area of research
interests of Dr. Shapkova-Taneva. Publications G7-9, 23, 25, 27, 30 address these issues. |

may also mention the following titles: Specifics of the content of programmes for early



education and upbringing of children with intellectual disability, Specifics of early
diagnostics and intervention in children with intellectual disability and autistic children. The
author competently presents information related to the necessity of exercising early influence
and hence early diagnostics, the creation of productive programmes for early intervention,
therapeutic methods for overcoming developmental deficiencies and including parents as

important participants in the entire process.
The research publication in an indexed international journal is notable.

There are 17 bibliographic citations of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD in
local research journals. An inquiry from the National Library “St. Cyril and St. Methodius”

serves as a proof for this statement.

Regarding the scientometric indicators, 1 may conclude that Chief Assist. Prof. Penka
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD does not only meet, but rather significantly exceeds the minimal

national requirements for conferral of the academic title of Associate Professor.

4.2. The research activity of Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD
also includes her participation in 11 national projects, all of which dedicated to teaching
children with special educational needs. There are numerous participations in scientific
conferences and forums on special education.

4.3. The pedagogical activity of the candidate is related to Sofia University “St.
Kliment Ohridski”, where Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Todorova Shapkova-Taneva, PhD has
acquired an 18-year experience as a tenure track lecturer. The disciplines she teaches are
closely related to her research interests listed above.

5. Personal impressions.

| have known Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD for 18 years as an innovative
and creative scholar and lecturer, active participant in scientific forums, conferences and
symposia. In her relations with colleagues the candidate has always demonstrated respectful

and correct attitude.
Conclusion

On the basis of the analysis and evaluation of the research and pedagogical activity of the
candidate 1 may formulate the following standpoint: Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Todorova-
Shapkova-Taneva, PhD is a scholar with proven competence in her research area. Her studies



and publications fully meet the current trends in science and practice and are useful both to

students, and to specialists who work with children with special educational needs.

The presented documentation and materials comply with the requirements of the LDASRB,
the Statute for its application, the internal regulations on the activity, development of
academic staff and the educational activity of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski”. This allows me to
suggest to the honorable Scientific Jury to vote in favour of conferring the academic title of

Associate Professor to Chief Assist. Prof. Penka Shapkova-Taneva, PhD.
11.11.2020
Sofia

Referee:

(Assoc. Prof. Neda Balkanska, PhD)



