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Maximizing the integration capacity of the European Union: Lessons and prospects for enlargement and beyond (MAXCAP), April 1st , 2013 – March 31st , 2016, 7th FP project
Advantages of EU enlargement – what could the applicant countries learn from the EU; what could the EU learn from the applicant countries?
(International Public discussion among politicians and public opinion makers)
Sofia, 26-27th  of February 2016

Central Military Club

Friday 26th of February, First day:

9.00 – 9.30 - Registration of the participants

9.30 – Opening address by Ms Dzhema Grozdanova, Chairperson of the Foreign Policy Committee of the Bulgarian Parliament
9.40 - Address by the EC’s high level Representative
9.50 - Address by Prof. Anastas Gerdjikov, Rector of St. Kl. Ohriski University of Sofia
10.00 –  General presentation of the findings of the MAXCAP project as recommendations for the EU’s enlargement strategy and priorities
10.30 – 10.45 Coffee-break

10.45 – 'Rule of Law Integration Capacity in the Western Balkans'- Adam Fagan & Indraneel Sircar, LSE, & Queen Mary University of London
 11.05 – Three view points of Albania
11.35 – Three view points of Bosnia and Herzegoviana 
12.05 – What do the citizens want? Why does it matter? - Antoaneta Dimitrova & Elitsa Kortenska, Leiden University
12.25 – 13.00 - General discussion

14.00 -  Integrating Eastern Members States through the Cohesion Policy: Conflicting Goals, Uncertain Outcomes Gergö Medve-Balint, Central European University
14.20 - Three view points of FYR Macedonia
14.50 - Three view points of Montenegro
15.20 – Coffee break

15.45 – The Effect of the Eastern Enlargement on the Decision-making capacity of the EU - Dimitar Toshkov, Leiden University
16.15 - Three view points of Serbia

16.45 – Three view points of Turkey

17.15 – The  Rule of Law Enhancement in Bulgaria and Romania after Their Accession to the EU – Georgi Dimitrov, Kaloyan Haralampiev, Stoycho Stoychev, Sofia University
 17.35 – General discussion 

18.00 - End of session

Saturday 27th of February, Second day:
9.00 – Opinions of renowned Bulgarian NGOs in the field of regional and international relations 

9.40 - Opinion on the debate by the Bulgarian Foreign Minister: major priorities of the EU’s enlargement to the South-East Europe

9.50 – Final comments of the participants
10.30 – Coffee break

11.00 – Summary of the public debate on enlargement policy lessons by a MAXCAP team member

11.40 - Concluding discussion

12.00 – End of the conference
13.00 - Departures
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