ORTHODOX RESEARCH GROUP
OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM

NINTH INTERNATIONAL THEOLOGICAL
CONFERENCE

BACHKOVO MONASTERY, FRIDAY, 4 - TUESDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER, 2026

THE MYSTERY OF THE THEOTOKOS

Conference Programme

Friday, September 4

7-9.30 Liturgy in the Sveta Bogoroditsa Cathedral

9.30-10.00 Conference Registration at the Conference Dining Room
10:00-10.15 Prayer

Conference Welcome Speech

10.30-11.00 Keynote speech: Metropolitan Seraphim Kykkotis of Zimbabwe and
Angola, Exarch of Southern Africa



Day 1: Before Ephesus and Christological Theotokos

15t Session: Before Ephesus
Chair:

11.00-11.30 Dr Sofia Theodoratus (Brisbane, Australia)

The discourse about the Theotokos in the works of Irenaeus of Lyon (130-202)
11.30-12.00 Dr Ioannis Kaminis (Sofia, Bulgaria)

The Image of Womb and the Theotokos in St. Gregory the Theologian (329-390)

12.00-12.30 Dr Kalin Anguelov (Sofia, Bulgaria)

“In the Image and Likeness” in the Theology of St. Basil the Great (330-379)
12.30 Conference Group Photo

12.30-14.00 Lunch in the Monastery Dining Room

14.00-14.30 Dr Olga Sevastyanova (Aberdeen, UK)

The Mystery of the Virgin in the Burning Bush image, in Gregory of Nyssa’s (335-395)
The Life of Moses

2nd Session: Christological Theotokos
Chair:

14.30-15.00 Prof. Svetoslav Ribolov (Sofia, Bulgaria)

The Face of Christ and Theotokos in Theodore of Mopsuestia's (350-428) Theology

15.00-15.30 Georgios E. Kakouris (Goettingen, Germany)

The God-man and His Ever-Virgin Mother: Divinity and Perpetual Virginity in the
Mariology of Proclus of Constantinople (390-446)

15:30-16.00 Coffee/Tea

16-17.00 Panel discussion — Metropolitan Serafim Kykkotis of Zimbabwe and
Angola, Prof. Svetoslav Ribolov, Dr Panteleimon Champidis, Prof. loannis Kaminis,

17.15 Vespers

18.00 Dinner in the Monastery Dining Room



Saturday 5 September
7-9.30 Liturgy in the Sveta Bogoroditsa Cathedral
9.30-10.00 Breakfast time

10:00-10.15 Prayer

15t session: Bysantine Theological Expansion (Theotokos as Intercessor, Protectress,
Temple, Ark, Paradise, Queen)

Chair:

10.15-10.45 Dr Theo Andreou (St. Andrews, UK)

Theotokos as the Church, and the Daughter of Zion in John Damascene’s (675-749)

Paschal Canon

10.45-11.15 Dr Achilleas Dellopoulos (Athens, Greece)

The Theotokos as Mother and as Servant of God according to Saint John of Damascus
(675-749)

11.15-11.45 Dr Theocharis Papavissarion (Athens, Greece)

The Transcendent Glory of Theotokos in the Teachings of Nicolas Cabasilas (1322-
1392) and Theophanes of Nicaea (1320-1380)

11.45-12. 30 Round Table Discussion
12.30-14.00 Lunch in the Monastery Dining Room

2"d Session: lconography of the Theotokos
Chair:

14-14.30 Nebojsa Dabic (Cacak, Serbia)

Could the representation of the Most Holy Theotokos be used instead of the
iconographic representation of Melismos?



14.30-15.00 Dr Nikolinka Klimukova, Yvon Kyuchukova

Iconographic Types of the Holy Mother of God in Early Printed Engravings in Bulgaria
and Their Theological Interpretation

15.00-15.30 Dr Panteleimon Champidis (Thessaloniki, Greece)

Our Lady of the Sea: Portraits of the Panagia in the work of Alexandros Papadiamantis
(1851-1911)

15:30-16:00 Coffee/Tea

16.00-17.00 Round-Table Discussion or (TBC) Excursion around the Monastery
guided by a monk

17.15 Vespers

18.00 Dinner in the Monastery Dining Room

Sunday 6 September

Day 3. Modern Orthodox Theological synthesis and Contemporary Lived Theology of
the Theotokos
8.30-9.00 Breakfast

9:00-9.15 Prayer

: Modern Orthodox Theological synthesis
Chair:

9.15-9.45 Dr Emil M. Marginean (Cluj, Romania)

The Apophatic Silence of the Mother of God: A Perspective from St. Silouan the Athonite
(1866-1938) and Al Generative Noise

9.45-10.15 Slavisa Kostic (Serbia, Belgrade)

Theotokos as an Intercessor between God and World in the Theology of Fr Pavel
Florensky (1882-1937)



10:15-10.30 Coffee/Tea

2"d Session: Contemporary Lived Theology of the Theotokos

Chair:

10.30-11.00 Rev. Dr Stephen Headley (Vezelay, France)

The Role of Chastity in Approaching the Mystery of the Theotokos

11.30-12.00 Elena Dyulgerova

The Most Holy Theotokos as an Image of the Church and Spiritual Motherhood in the
Orthodox Tradition

12.00-12.30 Dr Panagiotis Psillos (Harare, Zimbabwe)

The Theotokos and the Reception of Divine Fire

12.30-14.00 Lunch in the Monastery Dining Room

14.00-14.30 Spiros Bekatoros (Strasbourg, France)
From Christological Function to Ecclesial Reality: Re-envisioning the Theotokos in

Orthodox Theology

14.30-15.00 Rev. Nishad Issac Chandy (University of Pretoria, SA/ Mar Thoma Syrian
Church)

Theotokos Beyond Confessional Boundaries: Re-evaluating Marian Doctrine in
Ecumenical Theology

15.00-15.30 Paschalis Tsitsifyllas (Athens, Greece)
The Mother of God in the Greek Orthodox Ecclesiastical Tradition (Monasticism, Parish).
TBC 15.30-16.00 Dr Pantelis Levakos (Leuven, Belgium/ UK)

The Liturgical Canon of the Annunciation and Theotokos Hymnography: Toward a
Theology of Salvation in Orthodox Worship

15.30-16.00 Coffee/Tea

16.00-17.00 Round-Table Discussion



17.15 Vespers

18.00 Dinner in the Monastery Dining Room

Monday 7 September

7-9.30 Liturgy in the Sveta Bogoroditsa Cathedral
9.30-10.00 Breakfast

10.00-17.00 Excursion to the Holy Cross Mountain

17.30pm Dinner at Vodopada restaurant
Tuesday 8 September

The Feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos

9-11 am Liturgy at the Sveta Bogoroditsa Cathedral, followed by a communal meal
Conference Outro

13.00 Departure to Plovdiv

Excursion to Plovdiv which will include Bishop's Basilica of Philippopolis, Nebet Tepe;

the Church of Saints Constantine and Helena; the Ancient Theatre, strolling through the
Old Town



