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1. IlpeacraBsiHe HA JOKTOPAHTAa Bb3 OCHOBA HA MOJ1a€HATA JOKYMEHTALUSA

Cumeon Ilonos nma 6oraT u KOMIUIEKCEH NpodecuoHaneH onuT B cdepaTra Ha JUIUIOMALIUATA,
MEX/yHApPOJAHUTE OTHOLICHUS U NMyOIMYHUTE NMONIUTUKU. bakanaBbp e no PerrnonanHo pazButue
U nonauThka, Maructsp 1o JurmiomManus u MexayHapoaHu otHomeHus. Ot 2023 no 2026 . e
nokrtopant B Karenpa ,Ilomutomorus®, ®unocodpcku dakynrer na CY ,Cs. Kiument
Oxpuncku®. Cnen U3MbIHEHUE HA WHAWBUIYAIHUs Y4eOeH IUIaH U MPeJICTaBeH JAUCepTal[MOHEH

TPpYyA € OTHUCIICH C IIPpAaBO Ha 3aliuTa, 3a KOATO € C(l)OpMI/IpaHO N HACTOAMIOTO HAYYHO KYPH.

2. AKTYaJHOCT M 3HAYUMOCT HA M3CJIeIBAHETO

IIpencraBenust qucepranuoneH Tpya Ha CumeoH ['eoprues I1onos e nmocBeTeH Ha U3KIFOYUTETHO
aKkTyaJlHa M 3Ha4yMMa TeMa B 00jacTTa Ha MEKAYHapOJHAaTa CUTYPHOCT, CTPATErHMYECKHUTE
U3CcIeBaHMs ¥ MOJUTUUYECKUTE HayKU — €BOJIIOIMATA Ha TOKTPUHATA 32 HAIlMOHAJIHA CUTYPHOCT
Ha JIbpkaBara W3paen. Temata e ¢ BHCOKa HaydyHa M NpPAaKTUYEeCKa CTOWHOCT, OCOOEHO B
KOHTEKCTa Ha ChBPEMEHHHUTE TpaHCPOpPMALUM B MEXIyHApoJHATa CUCTEMa, aCUMETPHUHUTE
KOH(JIMKTH, Pa3BUTHUETO HAa KUOEPCUTYpPHOCTTa M HABJIM3aHETO HA M3KYCTBEHMSI WHTEJEKT B

ctepara Ha oTOpaHaTa.



W3paen npencranisiBa yHUKAJICH CTPaTeTHUECKH CIy4ail: IbpkaBa, popMupala cBosATa JOKTpHUHA
3a CUTYPHOCT B YCJIOBHUSITA HA MIOCTOSIHHA €K3MCTEHLIMAJIHA 3aI1axa, TeONOIUTHYECKA U30JIaLHs U
CTPYKTYPHHU aCUMETPUHU.

AKTYaJIHOCTTa Ha M3CJIEBAHETO CE 3aCHJIBA OT TpaHcopMmarmuTe B CUrypHOcTTa npe3 XXI Bek
— aCUMETpPUYHHU KOH(IJIMKTU, paKeTHU 3aIljlaxy, KHOepBOHA U M3KYCTBEH MHTENEKT. B TO3M
CMUCBJI JUCEPTALMATA HAAXBbPJS PErMOHAIIHOTO M3CIEABAaHE U Ipeulara aHaJIUTHYHA paMKa,
pEeIEeBaHTHA 3a CTPATETMYECKOTO MIJIAHUPAHE HA MAJIKA U CPEJIHU JIbPKABH.

Ocob6eHo BaxKHO €, 4e TPYIbT 3aI'bJIBa ChIIECTBEHA IPAa3HKUHA B ObJIrapckaTa Hay4YHa JIMTepaTypa,
KbJIETO JIMIICBAT CUCTEMAaTUYHU M3CJIEABAaHUS BBPXY H3paelickaTa JOKTPUHA 3a CUTYPHOCT B

HelHaTa HCTOPHUYCCKA, MHCTUTYLIMOHAJIHA U TCXHOJIOTHYHA TAJIOCT.

JlucepTallMOHHUAT TpyA € paspaboTeH B 3HauuTeneH obem (198 cTp.) u memoHCTpupa
3a1bpa00oueHa TEOpeTHUYHa TMOArOTOBKA, OTJIMYHO I[I03HABAaHE Ha MEXKAyHapoJaHaTa H
crelragu3upaHaTa JuTepaTypa, KakTo U CIOCOOHOCT 32 CAaMOCTOSITEeNICH HayueH aHanu3. ABTOPBT
€ M3MOJI3BaJ] HIMPOK KPBI' OT MBPBUYHM U BTOPUYHHM W3TOYHUIM, BKIIOYUTEIHO TPYAOBE Ha
BOJICIIN M3PACIICKU M MEXKIYHAPOIHU U3CIEIOBATENH, CTPATETMUECKH JIOKYMEHTH, aHATUTUYHU
pa3paboTku W crnenuanuzupaHu nyonukauud. OcoOGeHO MOJIOKUTETHO BIIEYATIIEHUE MpaBU
YMEHUETO Ha JAUCEPTaHTA Ja UHTETPUPA UCTOPUUECKH, TOJIUTOJIOTUYHU, BOEHHO-CTPATErHUE€CKU

1 TCXHOJIOTHUYHU ACIICKTHU B CIMHHA aHAJIMTUYHA paMKa.

3. O6eKT, mpeaMeT, eJIU W H3CJIeA0BATEICKA XHIIOTe3a

OO0ekT Ha M3CIENBAHETO € HallMOHAJTHATa CUTYpHOCT Ha M3paen, a mpeaMer — pa3BUTHUETO U
TpaHcopmanusITa Ha HEMHATa JOKTPUHA.

OCHOBHHUST M3CJIEIOBATEICKUA BBIPOC € (HOPMYITHpaH SCHO M JIOTUYECKU MOCIEAOBATEIHO: KaK
JOKTpUHATA ce TpaHCPOopMUpPA TOJ BH3ACHCTBUETO HA CTPATETUUYECKH IIOKOBE U TEXHOJOTUYHU
WHOBAaINH, 0€3 J1a TYOW CBOsITAa KOHIENTyaJlHa YCTOMYHUBOCT.

dopMynrpaHaTa XUIOTe3a — Y€ JOKTPUHATA €BOJIIOMPA, HO 3ama3Ba TpuajHaTa CU CTPYKTypa
(cobpikaHe, paHHO MPEAYNPEKICHUE U PEIINTENIHA TT00e1a) — € apryMeHTHUpaHa U yOeTUTeTHO
3alllMTEHa B X0JIa Ha U3CJICJBAHETO.

enuTe ca sicHo neWHUPAHU U TTIOCTUTHATH:

® PEKOHCTPYKLHS HA TOKTPUHAIHOTO PA3BUTHE;



® QaHaJIM3 Ha CTPATCTUYCCKUTE MOBpPpAaTHU MOMCHTH,
® OICHKA Ha poJjiiTa Ha TCXHOJOI'MYHUTC MHOBAIMHU;

¢ HMHTCIpHUpPAHC HA KJIIACMYCCKATa JOKTpHUHA C JUI'NTAaJIHATa €pa.

4. CTPyKTYpa M Ch/IbpKaHHe

CrpykTypara Ha JucepTanuara € JOTMYECKH IIOCJIe[oBaTelHa M J00pe OpraHu3upaHa.
BwBenenunero sicHo (opMynupa UM3CIEIOBATENCKHS BBIPOC, LEIUTE, XWUIOTe3aTra M
METOAOJIOTMYHaTa paMKa. ABTOPBT yOEIUTEIHO apryMeHTHpa HeoOXOAMMOCTTa OT IOJ00HO
u3cieBaHe, KaTo MouepTaBa JIMIICaTa Ha IUIOCTHU pa3paboTKU Ha OBbJIrapcku €3MK 10 Temara.
JIutepartypHHUIT 0030p € M34YepnaTreieH W JAEMOHCTpPHpa CIIOCOOHOCT 3a KPUTHYEH aHaIHM3 Ha

ChbIICCTBYBAIIUTC HAYUYHH ITO3UITHUH.

B cTpykTypHO OTHOIIEHME JIUCEPTAllMOHHMUAT TpPyX OOXBalla KIYOBH HU3MEPEHHUS Ha
u3cieaABaHus npoouem:
e [y1laBa mbpBa mpeAcCTaBs TEOPETUYHATA paMKa, METOAOJOIMSTAa U CBHCTOSHHMETO Ha
Hay4yHaTa JIMTeparypa.
e [';1aBa BTOpa aHaNM3Mpa Kjacuueckara Tpuajaa Ha CUTYpHOCTTA U HEMHATa €BOJIIOLIMSL.
e [';1aBa Tpera pasriex/za CTpaTeruuecKuTe MOBPATHU MOMEHTH, BKIIOUUTEIHO:
(peHcKoTo opbiKeitHO embapro, Boitnata or Mom Kumyp, (popMupaHeTo Ha Chio3a Che
CAIll, Upanckara peBOIIOIHSI.
e [1aBa yeTBBpTA U3CIIEBA TEXHOJIOTMYHUSA U MHOBALlMOHHUS MOJEIN HA CUTYpPHOCT.
e [;1aBa mera pasriexja HOBUTE M3MEPEHHs] Ha CUTYPHOCTTAa: KMOEpPHpOCTPAHCTBOTO U
W3KYCTBEHUS UHTEJEKT.
Crpykrypara e nocienoBarensa, OaJlaHCUpaHa U JIEMOHCTPUPA CIIOCOOHOCT 3a MHTErpUpaHe Ha

HUCTOPUYICCKH, IMMOJIMTOJIOTUYHU U TCXHOJIOT'MYHHU aHAJIU3U.

5. MeTom0J10THsI M H3CJ1€I0BATEJICKH MOAXO0/

MeToI0JIOTHUECKHAT IIOAXO0X € aJeKBaTe€H Ha IIOCTABEHHUTE IE€JIM M BKIOYBA KOMOWHAIASI OT

HUCTOPUYCCKH, CPABHUTECIICH, HHCTUTYHHOHAJICH U JOKTPUHAJICH aHAJIN3. ABTOp’I)T ACMOHCTpHpa



L[06pa CIIOCOOHOCT 3a pa60Ta C KOMIUICKCCH CMIIMPpHUYCH MaT€pual M 3a H3BCXKIAHC Ha
APryMCHTHPAHU HAYYHU H3BOJHU. Ocobeno HCHCH IIPpUHOC IPCACTAaBJIsAIBA H3IIOJI3BAHCTO Ha
IIbPBUYHU HU3TOYHHUIHW M CKCIICPTHU HHTCPBIOTA, KOCTO 3aCHJIBA HAayYHATa AOCTOBCPHOCT Ha

MU3CJICABAHCTO.

6. Hayunu npuHocu

Cpen OCHOBHUTE HayyHU U NPUIIOKHU HNPUHOCH HA JUCEPTALMOHHUS TPyA Morar na Obiaar

OTKPOCHH:

e cuUCTEMaTH3WpaHe U KOHIENTyalIM3UpaHe Ha Pa3BUTHETO HA H3paesickaTra JOKTpUHA 3a
HAI[MOHAJIHA CUTYPHOCT;

e HWHTETPHPAH aHAIHU3 HA HCTOPUICCKUTE, MHCTUTYITUOHATHUTE U TEXHOJIOTHYHUTE (DaKTOPH
B Pa3BUTHETO HA TOKTPUHATA;

e  M3CJIE[[BaHE HA POJISITAa HA UHOBAIIMUTE, KHOEPCUTYPHOCTTA U U3KYCTBEHUS! HHTEIEKT KaTO
€JIEMEHTH Ha CTPATern4eCcKOTO MPEBB3XO0/ICTBO;

e TIPUHOC KbM OBbJIrapckaTra akaJeMH4YHa JHUTEpaTypa B o0JlacTTa Ha MeXAyHapoaHaTta

CUTYPHOCT U CTPATETMUECKUTE U3CIEABAHNA.

Oco06eHO IIeHeH MPUHOC Ha TPyAa € MPOCIEeAsIBAHETO Ha YCTOWYMBOCTTA M aJlalTUBHOCTTA Ha
KJIacM4yecKaTa M3paeiicka ,,TpUaja Ha CUTYPHOCTTA™ — CAbpP’KaHE, PAHHO MIPEAYNpPEXkKICHUE U
pemuTenHa nodeaa — B yCJIOBUATA HA IPOMEHSILA CE€ CTpaTeruyecka cpeia. ABTOPBT YCIHEIIHO
MOKa3Ba Kak JIOKTpUHATa ce TpaHc(hopMHUpa MOJ Bb3JEHCTBUETO Ha KIIIOYOBH HCTOPUYECKH

CHOUTHS M TEXHOJIOTHYHHU HWHOBAIIUU, 0e3 Aa Fy6I/I CBOCTO KOHUCTITYAJIHO AOPO.

Bucoka oneHka 3aciayxaBa M aHAJIU3bT HA TEXHOJIOTMYHUTE HM3MEPEHUS HA CUTYPHOCTTA —
pa3BUTHETO Ha U3paeickara OTOpaHMTENHAa WHIYCTPHUS, KHOEpCUTypHOCTTa, poJisiTa Ha
MHOBAIIMOHHATa €KOCHCTEMA M MHTEIPUPAHETO Ha M3KYCTBEHMS MHTEIEKT B CTPATErMYECKOTO
mwiaHupane. Ta3su dYacT OT JAucepTalusaTa MpUaBa Ha U3CIEABAHETO CHBPEMEHEH U
MHTEPIUCIUIUIMHAPEH XapaKTep M ro MpaBU OCOOEHO aKTyaJHO B KOHTEKCTa Ha HACTOSIINTE

nebaTH 3a ObJEIIeTO Ha CUTYPHOCTTA.



7. OneHKa Ha U3MO0JI3BAHATA JIUTEPATypa

bubnmorpadusra e 6orara, akTyaaHa 1 BKIIOYBA BOACIIN MEKIYHAPOIHU aBTOPH U U3CIICIBAHUS.
JIutepaTypHUAT Mperies JeMOHCTPUPA 3aIbJIO0YEHO II03HaBaHE HA HAY4YHHUs J1€0aT U KPUTHUHO
MmuciieHe. /lucepTalnoHHUAT TPYyJ € HamnucaH B J00Bbp akaJeMH4YeH CTWJI, C SICHA JIOTMKa Ha
U3JI0)KEHUETO M KOPEKTEH HaydeH amapaT. Hamuue ca oTaenHM pelakLMOHHU U CTHJIMCTUYHU

HCTOYHOCTH, KOUTO HC HaMaJIsiBaT 06maTa BHCOKa Hay4YHa CTOMHOCT Ha H3CJICIBAHETO.

8. Ounenka Ha aBTopedepaTa U MyOJIMKAIMUATE HA IOKTOPAHTA

[IpencraBenusT aBropedepaT B o0emM OT 25 CTpaHUIM KOPEKTHO M B HeoOxoauMmaTa CTeleH
OoTpa3sBa CHABPKAHUETO, CTPYKTypaTa, OCHOBHHTE TE€3W M HaydyHUTE TPUHOCH Ha
IMCepTallMOHHUST TpyA. Hanwie e BHCOKa cTeneH Ha ChOTBETCTBHE MEXIy aBTopedepara H
JUcepTanusaTa KakTo IO OTHOILIEHHWE Ha NpeaMeTa M ILEeJUTe Ha HM3CIE/BaHETO, Taka U IO

OTHOIICHHUC Ha U3II0JI3BaHaTa METOAOJIOT A, AHAJIMTUYIHATA paMKa U Q)OpMYJ'II/IpaHI/ITe HU3BOOU.

ABTopedepaTbT IpeacTaBs SICHO aKTyaJHOCTTa M 3HAYMMOCTTAa Ha HU3CIEABaHMUS IMpoOieMm,
U3CIEI0BATENICKUTE 331a41, Pa0OTHATA XUIIOTE3a U METOJOJIOTMUECKUTE MOXO0AU, U3I0I3BaHH B
JUcepTauuoHHUA TpyA. OCHOBHUTE AKLEHTH OT OTACIHUTE IVIaBH Ca CUHTE3UPAHM MPELU3HO U
O0OCKTHBHO, 0€3 CBIIECTBEHH pPAa3MMHABAHUS WJIM HETOYHOCTH CHPSIMO IBJIHUS TEKCT Ha

aucepragusiara.

B aBTope(pepaTa Ca KOPCKTHO HU3BCACHHU OCHOBHUTC HAYYHU W TIPHUIIOXKHU IIPHUHOCHU Ha
H3CJICABAHCTO, BKIIIOYUTCIHO AHAJIM3BT HAa €CBOJIIOIMATA HA U3pACIICKaTa JOKTPHUHA 34 HATMOHATHA
CUT'YPHOCT, pOJIATa HAa TCXHOJIOTUYHUTC NHOBAILIUU, KI/I6epCI/IprHOCTTa N U3KYCTBCHHA UHTCIICKT
B Pa3BHUTHCTO HaA CTpaTerudYeCckKara Cpcaa. HpCIlCTaBCHI/ITC Hy6J'II/IKaI_[I/II/I 1o TE€MaTra Ha
aucepranuiaTa CbHI0O CBOTBCTCTBAT HaA CBABPKAHUCTO U TEMAaTUYHATA HACOYCHOCT Ha

N3CJICABAHCTO.

Moxe na ce 3aKJII0O4YH, 4C aBTOpe(bCpaT’bT H3IbJIHABA YCIICHIHO CBOCTO MPCAHA3HAUCHHUC KaTO
CHUHTC3UPAHO U aACKBATHO NPCACTABAHC HA JUCCPTAUMOHHUA TPYA U OTTOBAPA Ha dKaACMUYHUTC

n3uckBanus Ha Coduiicku yHusepcurer ,,CB. Knmument Oxpuncku®.



9. KpuruuHu 6ejie;KKHM ¥ PenopbKu
Karo 1ms10 TpyabsT ce oTiMuaBa ¢ BUCOKO HAaydyHO KadecTBO. Morar jga ce oTrOenexar HIKOU
MPENOPBHKHU:
e B ObJeuM U3CIEABAHUS MOXE Ja C€ pa3lIMpH CPaBHUTEIHUAT aHAIU3 C JPYTH MAJKU
IbPKaBU;
® BB3MOXKHO € I0-33IbJI00YEHO KOJUYECTBEHO H3MepBaHe Ha eQeKTUBHOCTTa Ha
TEXHOJIOTUYHUTE UHBECTHUIINH;
e nepcrnektuBute cuea 2023 r. morar ga 0bAaT 00eKT Ha OCeABAIU Pa3padOTKH.

Te3u Oelle’kKH HE HAMAJIABAT CTOMHOCTTA Ha JucepTranusiara.

10. 3akaouenue

I[I/IcepTaIII/IOHHI/IHT TPYI[ Ha CI/IMGOH HOHOB HpeI[CTaBJIﬂBa SaB’prHeHO, OpI/IFI/IHaJ'IHO 1 3HAYNMO
Hay4yHO wu3cienBaHe. Tol OTroBaps HambJIHO Ha WM3UCKBaHHUATA Ha 3aKOHA 3a pa3BUTHE HA
akajeMHuHus cberaB B PenyOnuka bbarapust u Ha npaBwiHuka Ha Couiickusi yHUBEPCUTET 3a
npuaoOuBaHe Ha oOpa3oBaTelHATa U HaydHa CTerneH ,,JOKTop“. TpyabT neMOHCTpupa BUCOKA
TEOpETUYHA TOJrOTOBKA, AHATUTHUYHU YMEHUS U CIIOCOOHOCT 32 CaMOCTOATEIHO HAay4dyHO

MU3CJIICABAHC.

Ha ocHOBaHWe Ha W3MI0KEHOTO JaBaM CBOsSITa MOJOKUTEIHA OIIEHKA U YOeJeHO MpenopbhuBaM Ha
YBa)Ka€MOTO HAY4YHO XypH J1a puchau Ha CumeoH ['eoprues [lonoB oOpa3oBaTenHaTa U Hay4Ha

CTeneH ,,JOKTop* 1o npodecroHanHo Hanpasienue 3.3. [lonutuueckn HayKH.

18.05.2026 . TToxarmuc:

Codus nou. a-p [lmamen Panues
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1. Presentation of the Doctoral Candidate Based on the Submitted
Documentation

Simeon Popov possesses extensive and multifaceted professional experience in the field of
diplomacy, international relations, and public policy. He holds a Bachelor’s degree in Regional
Development and Policy and a Master’s degree in Diplomacy and International Relations. From
2023 to 2026, he was a PhD student at the Department of Political Science, Faculty of Philosophy,
at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. Following the successful completion of his individual
study plan and the submission of his dissertation, he was granted the right to defend his dissertation
before the present scientific jury.

2. Relevance and Significance of the Research

The dissertation submitted by Simeon Georgiev Popov addresses a highly relevant and significant
topic in the fields of international security, strategic studies, and political science — the evolution
of the national security doctrine of the State of Israel. The topic has substantial scientific and
practical value, particularly in the context of contemporary transformations of the international
system, asymmetric conflicts, the development of cybersecurity, and the growing role of artificial

intelligence in the sphere of defense.

Israel represents a unique strategic case: a state that has developed its security doctrine under
conditions of constant existential threat, geopolitical isolation, and structural asymmetries. The
relevance of the research is further reinforced by the transformations in security during the twenty-

first century — asymmetric conflicts, missile threats, cyber warfare, and artificial intelligence. In



this regard, the dissertation transcends a purely regional study and offers an analytical framework

relevant to the strategic planning of small and medium-sized states.

It is particularly important that the dissertation fills a substantial gap in Bulgarian academic
literature, where systematic studies on the Israeli security doctrine in its historical, institutional,
and technological entirety remain lacking.

The dissertation comprises a substantial volume (198 pages) and demonstrates profound
theoretical preparation, excellent understanding of international and specialized literature, and the
capacity for independent scientific analysis. The author has employed a broad range of primary
and secondary sources, including works by leading Israeli and international scholars, strategic
documents, analytical studies, and specialized publications. Particularly impressive is the
candidate’s ability to integrate historical, political, military-strategic, and technological aspects
into a unified analytical framework.

3. Topic, Objectives, and Research Hypothesis

The research subject is Israel’s national security, while the research topic concerns the
development and transformation of its doctrine.

The principal research question is formulated clearly and logically: how the doctrine transforms
under the influence of strategic shocks and technological innovations without losing its conceptual
resilience.

The proposed hypothesis — that the doctrine evolves while preserving its triadic structure
(deterrence, early warning, and decisive victory) — is well argued and convincingly defended
throughout the study.

The objectives are clearly defined and successfully achieved:

e reconstruction of doctrinal development;

o analysis of strategic turning points;

o assessment of the role of technological innovations;
« integration of classical doctrine with the digital era.

4. Structure and Content

The structure of the dissertation is logically coherent and well organized. The introduction clearly
formulates the research question, objectives, hypothesis, and methodological framework. The
author convincingly justifies the necessity of such research by emphasizing the lack of
comprehensive studies in Bulgarian on the subject. The literature review is comprehensive and
demonstrates the author’s ability for critical analysis of existing scholarly positions.

Structurally, the dissertation covers the key dimensions of the research problem:



« Chapter One presents the theoretical framework, methodology, and state of the scientific

literature.
o Chapter Two analyzes the classical security triad and its evolution.
e Chapter Three examines strategic turning points, including:

the French arms embargo, the Yom Kippur War, the formation of the alliance with the
United States, and the Iranian Revolution.

o Chapter Four explores the technological and innovation model of security.

o Chapter Five addresses the new dimensions of security: cyberspace and artificial
intelligence.

The structure is coherent, balanced, and demonstrates the author’s ability to integrate historical,
political, and technological analyses.

5. Methodology and Research Approach

The methodological approach is appropriate to the stated objectives and includes a combination of
historical, comparative, institutional, and doctrinal analysis. The author demonstrates a strong
ability to work with complex empirical material and to formulate well-grounded scientific
conclusions. A particularly valuable contribution is the use of primary sources and expert
interviews, which strengthens the scientific credibility of the research.

6. Scientific Contributions
Among the principal scientific and applied contributions of the dissertation are:

o the systematization and conceptualization of the development of Israel’s national security
doctrine;

« an integrated analysis of the historical, institutional, and technological factors shaping the
doctrine;

e an examination of the role of innovation, cybersecurity, and artificial intelligence as
elements of strategic superiority;

« a contribution to Bulgarian academic literature in the field of international security and
strategic studies.

A particularly valuable contribution of the dissertation is the tracing of the resilience and
adaptability of the classical Israeli “security triad” — deterrence, early warning, and decisive
victory — within a changing strategic environment. The author successfully demonstrates how the
doctrine transforms under the influence of key historical events and technological innovations
while preserving its conceptual core.

High appreciation is also deserved for the analysis of the technological dimensions of security —
the development of Israel’s defense industry, cybersecurity, the role of the innovation ecosystem,
and the integration of artificial intelligence into strategic planning. This part of the dissertation
gives the research a contemporary and interdisciplinary character and makes it especially relevant
in the context of current debates concerning the future of security.



7. Assessment of the Literature Used

The bibliography is extensive, up-to-date, and includes leading international authors and studies.
The literature review demonstrates profound familiarity with the scholarly debate and critical
thinking. The dissertation is written in a strong academic style, with clear logic of presentation and
appropriate referencing. Certain editorial and stylistic imperfections may be noted, but they do not
diminish the overall high scientific value of the research.

8. Assessment of the Dissertation Summary and the Candidate’s Publications

The submitted dissertation summary, consisting of 25 pages, accurately and adequately reflects
the content, structure, principal theses, and scientific contributions of the dissertation. There is a
high degree of correspondence between the abstract and the dissertation with regard to the subject
and objectives of the research, the methodology employed, the analytical framework, and the
conclusions reached.

The abstract clearly presents the relevance and significance of the research problem, the research
tasks, the working hypothesis, and the methodological approaches employed in the dissertation.
The principal points of the individual chapters are synthesized precisely and objectively, without
substantial discrepancies or inaccuracies in relation to the full dissertation text.

The abstract correctly outlines the principal scientific and applied contributions of the research,
including the analysis of the evolution of Israel’s national security doctrine, the role of
technological innovation, cybersecurity, and artificial intelligence in shaping the strategic
environment. The publications presented on the dissertation topic also correspond to the content
and thematic orientation of the research.

It may therefore be concluded that the abstract successfully fulfills its purpose as a synthesized
and adequate presentation of the dissertation and complies with the academic requirements of Sofia
University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.

9. Critical Remarks and Recommendations

Overall, the dissertation is distinguished by high academic quality. Several recommendations may
nevertheless be noted:

o future research could expand the comparative analysis to include other small states;

e amore in-depth guantitative assessment of the effectiveness of technological investments
could be undertaken;

o developments after 2023 may become the subject of subsequent research.

These remarks do not diminish the value of the dissertation.



10. Conclusion

The PhD dissertation of Simeon Popov represents a completed, original, and significant scholarly
work. It fully complies with the requirements of the Academic Staff Development Act of the
Republic of Bulgaria and the regulations of Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” for the award
of the educational and scientific degree “Doctor”. The dissertation demonstrates high theoretical
preparation, analytical skills, and the capacity for independent scientific research.

Based on the above, | give my positive assessment and strongly recommend that the distinguished

scientific jury award Simeon Georgiev Popov the educational and scientific degree “Doctor” in
Professional Field 3.3 Political Science.

Signature:

Plamen Ralchev

18 May 2026
Sofia



