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	Tencho Karagyozov's dissertation is dedicated to a significant problem of the European medieval past and, formulated in this way, the topic is defensible. The work consists of 239 pages, and the presentation follows a clear structure, which includes an introduction, four chapters, a conclusion, as well as a list of used literature. Each of the individual parts of the work is dedicated to an important issue related to the detailed theoretical or regional development of the topic within the framework of the chosen chronology. The main structural units, in turn, are divided into separate paragraphs and thus the various problems considered in the course of the overall presentation are clearly formulated.
The study begins with an introduction, which explains in detail the chronological scope of the study, according to the stages in the development of “three of the state structures located on the periphery of the Latin West”. It's about Castile, Ireland and Hungary – the main political formations on whose development the dissertation is based. In this part of the presentation, the problems on which the work focuses are convincingly formulated, as well as the main goals and objectives that T. Karagyozov intends to develop in the course of his work. In addition, the research methods are presented in detail, fully consistent with clarifying the essence of ethnic and religious identity as a phenomenon. A review of the essence and content of the historiography related to the chosen topic is also made. The cited titles reveal the interdisciplinary dialogue and interaction between sociology, history, psychology and political science, reflecting various spheres of scientific knowledge directly related to the topic of the dissertation.
The first chapter is entitled "Theoretical Approaches to the Concept of Ethnic and Religious Identity". This part of the study is a broad theoretical overview, which intertwines the achievements and principles of research characteristic of the sciences such as anthropology, sociology, cultural studies and history. The author's goal is to clarify the content and define a number of key concepts that are important for the overall content of the dissertation. The main emphasis in the presentation is placed on clarifying terms such as "ethnos", "ethnicity", "ethnic group", "ethnic origin"; such as "identity", "race", "nation", "nationality", etc. The author makes a thorough and critical assessment of the various theoretical schools and their research approaches related to the categories considered in the dissertation, and comes to a conceptualization.
The second chapter of the dissertation is dedicated to the history of the Kingdom of Castile in the period from 1212 to the beginning of the 15th century. In this part of the presentation, the doctoral student presents the “rhetoric of otherness” and critically examines various terms that define and characterize ethnic and religious identities in the Iberian Peninsula. An in-depth analysis of the complex nature of the relations imposed between the different ethno-religious communities in Castile is made, with a due place in the text being given to the legally regulated coexistence between Christians, Muslims and Jews. The author pays special attention to the legal corpuses and decrees aimed at regulating the relations and coexistence between the different ethno-confessional groups in the political-administrative framework of the Castilian state. The dissertation clearly shows the trend in Castilian legislation leading to strengthening the position of Christians at the top of the ethno-religious hierarchy in the state and imposing social barriers against other religious communities living there.
The third chapter of the work is related to the history of the Lordship of Ireland in the period from 1204 to 1402. The presentation traces in detail the close connection of the Irish lands with the English crown, tracing both the periods related to the successful English colonial policy in Ireland, as well as the stages of crises, conflicts and collapse. The doctoral student clarifies the legislative policy and the role of the law, "which has become a mechanism for determining what it is to be an "Englishman", as well as the role of the church, which is also used as an arena for ethnic conflicts and clashes. Colleague Karagyozov also presents the formulation of the so-called "true Englishmen", which has become widespread in Ireland. In the course of the presentation, the doctoral student presents his main conclusions and makes generalizations related to the researched issues.
The last fourth chapter of the dissertation is entitled “The Kingdom of Hungary” and concerns issues of ethnic and religious identity in the country in the period 13th – late 14th century. Structurally, the text follows the model established in the previous two chapters, and the presentation is divided into two separate sub-periods. The aim is to outline the interrelationship between ethnic and religious identity and the legal system in the Kingdom. This chapter of the dissertation traces the dynamics in the development of the relations imposed between the Hungarian crown and Jews and Muslims, tracing in detail the individual stages characterizing mutual coexistence. Another important emphasis in the text is placed on the attraction and permanent settlement in the Kingdom of a number of other ethno-religious groups (Szeklers, Saxons and Jassy), who found their place within the host society. The doctoral candidate also emphasizes another important moment in the development of the Hungarian Kingdom, related to its transformation into the “gateway to the Christian world”. Based on his overall work, colleague Karagyozov comes to the logical conclusion that there are certain similarities, but also significant differences between what is happening in Hungary, the Kingdom of Castile, and the Lordship of Ireland.
The text of the dissertation ends with a conclusion, in which in-depth generalizations are made, based on the overall content of the work. The doctoral student, referring to the comparative analysis, comes to truthful conclusions depicting the ethnic and religious identity imposed in the countries considered in the dissertation. The multicultural nature of the societies in Castile, Ireland and Hungary is underlined, and once again the author emphasizes the importance of the opposition "me" and "others". The importance of the "border" as a significant phenomenon in the development of pre-modern societies is brought to the fore, as well as the role of law, used as a regulator in the settlement of ethno-confessional relations.
After this brief review of Tencho Karagyozov's dissertation, I would like to emphasize that the presented work shows that the doctoral student knows the historical facts and issues related to the chosen topic. The author possesses in-depth knowledge and applies appropriate research methods, and the language and writing style are distinguished by clarity and richness. The sources introduced into scientific circulation are analyzed, and the study strives to achieve interdisciplinarity, based not only on the written testimonies of the era, but also on the achievements of sciences such as anthropology, sociology, political science, history, etc. The doctoral student cites an extensive list of studies dedicated to the issues he has chosen, but it is here that I would like to make my recommendation to the colleague Karagyozov. In his further work on the text of the dissertation, it would be good for him to include and cite some works by Bulgarian scientists. Although the topic he chose has not been considered in this way in Bulgarian historiography, there are a number of scientific publications that shed light on individual issues underlying the dissertation. The Dissertation abstract reflects the content of the dissertation in its entirety and meets the requirements, as it describes in detail the scientific contribution of the doctoral student. T. Karagyozov has also presented a total of four publications related to the topic of the dissertation. I would like to emphasize that the procedure for announcing the PhD-competition is in accordance with the legal provisions and requirements.
All of the above and the fact that the dissertation meets the necessary basic criteria and requirements gives me reason to give my positive assessment. I would like to recommend to the esteemed Scientific Board to award Tencho Pavlov Karagyozov the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" – PhD. 
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