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T4EU Summer School for Refugee, Displaced and At-risk Researchers, 
Sofia, Bulgaria, 01-06.09.2025 

Program

	Day 1, Sept 1st 
	Topics

	 
	Arrival

	19:00
	Get to know event – Dinner/TBA

	Day 2, Sept 2nd 
	Topics

	09:00-09:30
	Registration

	09:30-10:00
	Welcome and Greetings/ Program and Practicalities

	10:00-10:30
	Icebreaker Activity: Participants introduce themselves and researchers share their research interests

	10:30-11:00
	Coffee break

	11:00-12:00
	Presentation: T4EUAllinace and activities; What is EURAXESS?; How to benefit from EURAXESS Science4Refugees Hub and its toolkit? 
Prof Maria Stoicheva/Assoc Prof Nina Tsvetkova, Svetlana Dimitrova

	12:00-13:00
	Workshop Communication Skills:
•  Importance of verbal and non-verbal communication in research,
•  Techniques for effective communication with diverse audiences.
1. Researchers - Andreja Pobega Bizjak,
2. Staff - Svetlana Dimitrova

	13:00-14:00
	Lunch break 

	14:00-15:30
	Workshop: Mental Health and Well-Being – interactive session
•  Overview of mental health and its importance in research,
•  Strategies for coping with stress, anxiety, and emotional challenges,
•  Mindfulness techniques and relaxation exercises, such as guided meditation or breathing exercises.

Assoc Prof Natalia Tsybuliak, Senior Lecturer Artem Polulyakhov, 

	16:00-17:00
	Our host: Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski Tour

	
	Free time

	Day 3, 3rd Sept
	Topics

	09:30-11:00
	Workshop Teamwork and Collaboration:
•  Exploring the significance of teamwork in research projects,
•  Group activities focusing on collaboration techniques.
1. Researchers: local and international teams in projects – Prof Siyka Chavdarova-Kostova
2. Staff: network structure for capacity building and collaboration for solving cases -  Svetlana Dimitrova

	11:00-11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30-13:00
	Workshop Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:
•  Strategies for evaluating information and making decisions,
•  Case studies related to research challenges and solutions,
•  Case studies related to challenges and solutions in dealing with refugee researchers.
UNHCR Senior Protection Officer Bulent Peker, Associate Protection Officer Vipawan Pongtranggoon (Winny)

	13:00-14:00
	Lunch break 

	14:00-15:30
	Workshop Intercultural Competence - interactive session
•  Identities,
•  The image of the other: how useful are generalizations,
•  Cultural adaptation and intercultural sensitivity.

Assoc Prof Nina Tsvetkova

	
	Free time

	Day 4, 4th Sept
	Topics

	08:30-08:50
	Overview of Research Careers Beyond Academia:
•  Types of organizations that hire researchers from public (NGOs, think tanks, government agencies, libraries, museums, etc.) and private sector,
•  Career pathways and job roles available,
•  EURAXESS Careers Beyond Academia hub and toolkit.

Dr Elisa Garcia

	08:50-10:00
	Workshop Crafting CVs/Resumes and Cover Letters

Prof Ivanka Mavrodieva

	10:00-11:00
	Practical exercise:
1. Researchers: Mock Interviews & Networking Strategies - Prof Ivanka Mavrodieva,
2. Staff: S4R Guide for staff & Discussion -  Svetlana Dimitrova

	11:00-11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30-13:00
	Overview of Research Careers Beyond Academia-2:
•  Scientific Entrepreneurship,
•  EURAXESS Start-up hub and toolkit.
Prof Milan Zdravkovic

	
	Social event: Visiting ancient Plovdiv, Dinner 

	Day 5, 5th Sept
	Topics

	
	Departure staff

	09:30-11:00
	Overview of Funding Opportunities:
•  Types of funding available (grants, fellowships, project funding).
•  Key European funding programs (e.g., Horizon Europe, Erasmus+, MSCA),
•  Importance of national funding programs (PAUSE, PSI AvH, CARA, etc.).

Pierantonio Papazoglou, Svetlana Dimitrova

	11:00-11:30
	Coffee break

	11:30-13:00
	Workshop Writing Grant Proposals:
•  Essential components of a successful funding proposal,
•  Tips for tailoring applications to specific funding bodies.

Svetlana Dimitrova

	13:00-14:00
	Lunch break 

	14:00-15:30
	Group Activity: Drafting a Proposal Outline:
•  Participants work in teams to create a preliminary funding proposal,
•  Presentation and Feedback: Teams present their ideas, and facilitators provide constructive feedback.

	
	Free time

	Day 6, 6th Sept
	Topics

	 
	Departure researchers
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