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I. Brief Description of the Dissertation Research

The dissertation presented to the esteemed academic jury by doctoral candidate Tanya
Georgieva Gluhcheva is an exceptionally intriguing and in-depth scholarly work with pronounced
practical applicability. It focuses research interest on the topic of women leaders in radical right-
wing parties in Europe. Despite its relevance and the growing academic attention to the subject,
the topic remains insufficiently explored within the Bulgarian research field, at least in the
interpretation offered by the author. The dissertation aims to delineate the temporal framework of
this phenomenon through case analysis and to assess the role of women in the leadership of far-
right parties within the context of contemporary political processes.

The scholarly value of the topic is further affirmed by the thorough analysis of the interplay
between leadership and national populism, contextualized within the evolution of the latter in
European democracies from 1989 to 2019. The study explores the changing attitudes of female
supporters toward these political parties on the one hand, and the willingness of radical right-wing
formations to be led by women on the other.



The dissertation consists of 150 pages of core text, complemented harmoniously by a bibliography
and appendices, thematically linked to the practical value of the research, with a total length of 175
pages. The structure of the dissertation follows a classical format, comprising four thematic
chapters, conceptually and logically subordinated to the main authorial thesis, objectives, and
research tasks. Particularly impressive is the extensive statistical material, professionally
systematized and illustrated through 22 tables and charts.

The author demonstrates excellent command of the conceptual apparatus, extensive
knowledge in political leadership, comparative political systems and regimes, as well as political
philosophy. The candidate’s erudition is evident in the formulation of judgments and conclusions,
as well as in the deep understanding of the processes and stages/waves of populism's development
in Europe.

The methodology employed by the doctoral candidate encompasses a broad spectrum of
disciplines, including sociology, psychology, and political science. The research approach is
distinguished by its interdisciplinarity and systematic nature, aiming to identify and thoroughly
analyze, in a comparative perspective, the key similarities in the leadership style of female populists
from the far-right political spectrum, as well as the factors contributing to their rise to leadership
positions within their respective parties. Additionally, to maximize the content’s depth, methods of
contextual and biographical analysis have been applied.

In the introduction, the object, subject, objectives, tasks, primary research hypotheses, and
the methodological toolkit are clearly defined. As presented, they are defensible and entirely
appropriate for this type of scholarly work. The list of references includes a rich collection of titles
— sufficient to produce a scientifically rigorous dissertation. The sources are diverse and
authoritative. The dissertation abstract (summary) has 39 pages and adequately summarizes the
content of the dissertation. The Ph.D candidate organized and summarized these contributions in
the concluding section of the summary.

1L Evaluation of the scientific-applied results and contributions of the dissertation

In my humble opinion, Mrs. Tanya Gluhcheva's dissertation is characterized by the following
substantial contributions:

Key Contributions of the Dissertation:

« ANew Perspective on Female Leadership: The dissertation offers an original view on the
role of women in far-right populist parties in Europe, examining how their leadership
qualities and political strategies transform party dynamics.

« Theoretical Integration: It synthesizes theories from various disciplines — political
science, social psychology, and sociology — to provide a more complex understanding of
female leadership in the context of national populism.

« Methodological Innovation: The selection and application of a combination of case-study
methodology and Qualitative Comparative Analysis (QCA) allow for a detailed and multi-
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layered examination of leadership styles and the factors that contribute to the empowerment
of women within far-right populist formations.

« Practical Applicability: The dissertation proposes a framework for periodizing the
phenomenon of "women leaders of radical right-wing parties," which can serve as a tool
for political analysis and strategic planning, particularly in light of the growing role of
women in populist movements and their influence on democratic processes in Europe.

Additionally, the dissertation makes a significant contribution by critically reconsidering the
thesis of political leadership being conditioned by the political environment, traditions, and
political culture on the one hand, and the uniqueness of the political situation on the other. In this
regard, Tanya Gluhcheva’s dissertation provides space and sets parameters for future research
inquiries on the topic and a fresh interpretation of political leadership.

Undoubtedly, the dissertation presented to the academic jury contributes to research on female
leadership within far-right populist formations, emphasizing the dynamics of national populism
in European democracies and its connection to the opportunities for women to assume leadership
positions. The research holds high added value not only for political science specialists but also
as a model for understanding the broader social and cultural transformations taking place in
contemporary Europe.

IIL. Critical remarks and recommendations

I have no formal reason to make critical remarks on the peer-reviewed dissertation, because they
would be the result of my analysis and opinion on the issues under consideration.

IV. Conclusion

The dissertation of Tanya Gluhcheva “The Participation of Women in Politics and the Rise of
National Populism in European Democracies (1989-2019)", contains research contributions of
significant scientific, methodological and practical value and fully complies with the requirements
for the award of the educational and scientific degree "Doctor".

V. Assessment of the dissertation

I give a positive assessment and recommend to the honorable jury to award Tan;za* GLUHCHEVA
the educational and scientific degree '"Doctor of Political Science in a professional field 3.3
Political Sciences (specialty Political science — Comparative Politics). “
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