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By Order No. RD-38-46 / 24.01.2025 of the Rector of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" (SU), I was appointed as a member of the scientific jury for the defense procedure of the dissertation titled "Formation and Preservation of the Documentary Resource of Sofia University 'St. Kliment Ohridski'" by Ilonka Stoyanova Petrova, a doctoral candidate in independent study.
The submitted materials comply with the regulatory requirements and the Rules for the Conditions and Procedures for the Acquisition of Scientific Degrees and Holding of Academic Positions at Sofia University. Consequently, all formal criteria are met, which provides grounds for Ilonka Petrova to be admitted to the defense.
Ilonka Petrova holds a degree in History with a specialization in Archival science, as well as a Master’s degree in "Documentary and Archival Management." Her professional career at Sofia University began in 1998, initially as the head of the institutional archive and later as the head of the "University Archive" department.
Her enrollment as an independent doctoral candidate at the Department of Archival science and Teaching Methodology in History at the Faculty of History at Sofia University is a logical and natural step, dictated by her professional experience and scientific interests in the field of archival science.
The dissertation topic is well-chosen and relevant, as issues related to the preservation, digitization, and management of archives, including university archives, are becoming increasingly significant both in practice and in contemporary scientific and cultural discourse. The focus in this case is on the University Archive of Sofia University, which is not only a key administrative structure but also a significant multi-component informational resource, which over time transforms into retrospective documentary information and historical memory.
The topic aligns with the research interests of the doctoral candidate, as evidenced by her publications on the subject and her participation in scientific projects related to the documentation and promotion of the institutional memory of Sofia University. A significant contribution is also the fact that her long-standing practical experience has enabled her to fully utilize the available archival sources while maintaining the necessary analytical distance required for objective scientific research.
The study is based on archival documents, regulatory acts, contemporary digital platforms, and specialized scientific literature. The author demonstrates in-depth knowledge of the topic, critical thinking, and the ability to analyze complex processes related to the management of university archives.
The applied interdisciplinary approach, combining the methodological tools of archival science and history, contributes to a balanced and comprehensive analysis. The formulated objectives and specific tasks are clearly defined and consistently implemented, leading to well-founded and practically applicable results.
The dissertation is logically structured and consists of an introduction, four main chapters, a conclusion, a list of publications, and a bibliography.
The first chapter presents models and practices of university archives in European countries and the USA, outlining their role in preserving institutional university memory. The author analyzes the activities of the Section on University and Research Institution Archives of the International Council on Archives and the Section on College and University Archives of the Society of American Archivists, as well as models for organizing university archives in various countries.
The historical development of university administration and archival activities at Sofia University is the subject of the second chapter. The author traces the functioning of the university office and its role in preserving documentary heritage until the establishment of a centralized archival system in Bulgaria in the 1950s.
The third chapter focuses on the processes of document acquisition at Sofia University. The author examines regulatory acts governing the status of university archives, emphasizing the differences between university administration and state archives regarding document preservation.
The final chapter is dedicated to the modern activities of the University Archive of Sofia University from its establishment in 1998 to the present. The doctoral candidate proposes a concept for the future development of the archive, including digitization, expansion of its functions, and integration of international standards in documentary resource management.
The scientific and applied contributions of the dissertation can be summarized as follows:
· The first comprehensive study in Bulgaria on the role and functions of university archives, with a focus on the University Archive of Sofia University.
· Introduction of previously unknown archival sources into scientific circulation, revealing the stages of Sofia University’s development in ensuring the processes and activities related to the entire life cycle of university documents.
· A detailed comparative analysis of university archive models in other countries, leading to recommendations for improving Bulgarian practice.
· Examination of the possibility for university archives to preserve personal collections of distinguished faculty members to safeguard and promote their scientific heritage.
· Identification of key issues and development of a concept for the advancement of university archives in Bulgaria, including specific proposals for regulatory amendments, standardization of procedures, and digitization of archival collections.
· The study has substantial practical significance for document and archival management in universities, offering a model applicable to other higher education institutions in Bulgaria.
Given the potential of the topic for future research and the practical application of the results, it may subsequently be considered to supplement the concept of the university archive with a component ensuring the integration of processes for implementing the case nomenclature in the Administrative Information System of Sofia University and the establishment of an electronic archive. This should be in line with the latest regulatory changes regarding electronic documents and archives.
In this context, it is appropriate to provide for: the registration of documents according to the nomenclature; electronic archiving of documents and the establishment of an electronic archive as an integral part of the institutional archive of Sofia University. This will ensure not only the preservation and management of electronic university documents but also their future transfer for inclusion in the National Archival Fund through the Electronic Archiving System.
Additionally, considering the positive impact on the development of archival education, it may be proposed to develop a curriculum based on the dissertation results, which could serve as a foundation for a seminar or practicum on the topic of "University Archives."
Following the analysis of the dissertation, which demonstrates a significant contribution in terms of thematic selection, problematics, and specifically implemented research strategy, it should be noted that the author has presented a sufficient number of publications (13), significantly exceeding the minimum requirements, with two of them indexed in the Web of Science and Scopus databases.
The abstract accurately reflects the content of the dissertation and presents the main research achievements.
Ilonka Petrova has made a significant personal contribution to the realization of the study, utilizing her extensive practical experience. The research fills a substantial gap in Bulgarian archival studies and contributes to expanding knowledge in the field of institutional memory and university archives. The dissertation is the result of independent and in-depth research work and does not contain any detected plagiarism.
Based on the above, I give a positive assessment of the dissertation and recommend that the esteemed scientific jury award Ilonka Stoyanova Petrova the educational and scientific degree of "Doctor" (PhD) in the scientific area: 2. Humanities, professional field: 2.2. History and Archaeology ("Documentation, Archival Studies, Palaeography" – Archival science).
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