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of routes of penetration of Hellenic goods in the Thracian society and the existence of Hellenic 

cultural influence in the boundaries of Northwestern Thrace.  

For the achievement of the purpose, determined in the dissertation, the following leading 

tasks are laid out: 

- An exhaustive historiographical examination of the scientific researches, in which 

archaeological materials in Northwestern Thrace from the period 5th-1st c. BC are published and 

discussed; 

- On the basis of the collected and analyzed information from the publications to make a 

catalogue of the sites and the individual categories of finds from Northwestern Thrace, 

originating from them, which have a relation to the topic of the dissertation.  

- On the basis of the collected in the catalogue information to analyze and summarize the 

data about the ceramic items; 

- On the basis of the presented in the catalogue evidences to analyze and summarize the 

data about the toreutic items;  

- On the basis of the evidences in the catalogue to analyze and summarize the data about 

jewelry and toiletries; 

- On the basis of the collected in the catalogue information to analyze and summarize the 

data about defensive armament; 
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- A synthesis of the data from the analysis of the shown groups of artefacts, which 

evidence for the economic and cultural contacts of Northwestern Thrace in the period 5th -1st c. 

BC.  

For the completion of these tasks, typological, comparative and chronological methods 

of analysis are employed. A relative chronology is made of the individual categories of finds in 

tables. The tasks, which are set up, determine the structure of the present research.  

Coin finds from Northwestern Thrace are not included in the dissertation due to the 

limited volume of numismatic researches for the area. From the examined territory collective 

coin finds from the 5th-1st c. BC are known, found in accidental circumstances and with 

information missing about the circumstances of their discovery.  
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An important part of the research is the catalogue with archaeological materials from 

Northwestern Thrace �± the territory of Northwestern Bulgaria, Eastern Serbia and Southwestern 

Romania. It is dependent on the chronological and territorial boundaries of the present research. 
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It is divided in three parts, depending on the origin of the finds and is compliant to the changes, 

which happened during the 3rd-1st c. BC and the changed boundaries of the Northwestern 

Thracian lands.  
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�$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���V�L�J�Q�H�G���D���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V�K�L�S���W�U�H�D�W�\���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���7�U�L�E�D�O�O�L�D�Q���N�L�Q�J���6�\�U�P�X�V���L�Q�����������%�&���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���P�D�U�F�K��

�R�I���$�O�H�[�D�Q�G�H�U���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���7�K�U�D�F�L�D�Q���O�D�Q�G�V�����2�Q�O�\���W�K�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���F�D�W�H�J�R�U�L�H�V��

�R�I�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���±���L�W�H�P�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F�� �P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�U�H�X�W�L�F�V���� �M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�� �D�Q�G��

�W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G�� �G�H�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W�� �D�O�O�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O��

�F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �7�K�U�D�F�L�D�Q�� �O�D�Q�G�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�H�N�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �&�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O�� �D�Q�G��

�+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�V�W�L�F���S�H�U�L�R�G���±�����W�K�����V�W���F�����%�&���� 

 

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���R�Q�H�����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\ 

The examination of the publications, concerned with the archaeological materials with a 

Hellenic origin or made in local ateliers under Hellenic influence, discovered in Northwestern 

Thrace, leads to the formulation of important conclusions. The publications from Bulgaria take 

a leading place. They are dedicated to archaeological materials, which were found by chance 

or during archaeological researches �± salvage or regular. Three stages are present in the 

documentation of the finds from Northwestern Thrace.  

�7�K�H�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �V�W�D�J�H�� �L�V�� �V�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �V�L�O�Y�H�U�� �S�K�L�D�O�H�� �I�U�R�P��

�$�O�H�N�V�D�Q�G�U�R�Y�R���L�Q���������������,�Q���W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�V���D���G�H�V�F�U�L�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�L�Q�G�V�����G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�D�O��

�F�L�U�F�X�P�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V���R�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�����L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���� 

�'�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �����V�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� ���V�H�F�R�Q�G���� �V�W�D�J�H�� �E�H�J�L�Q�V�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O��

�P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���7�K�U�D�F�H�����:�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���L�Q���9�U�D�W�V�D��

�L�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���R�I���D�U�F�K�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�V���V�H�W��

�X�S�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���P�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�\�����,�Q���W�K�H���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V��

�D���I�X�O�O�H�U���S�L�F�W�X�U�H���L�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���R�I���W�K�H���L�W�H�P�V�����P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�F���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���Z�K�L�F�K���I�L�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q��

�L�Q�� �1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �7�K�U�D�F�H���� �$�Q�� �L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�V���D�O�V�R�� �W�D�N�H�Q�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���I�L�Q�G�V����

�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\���F�K�D�Q�F�H���� 
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�,�Q���W�K�H���P�L�G�G�O�H���R�I���W�K�H�������V���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D���Q�H�Z�����W�K�L�U�G�����V�W�D�J�H���L�V���V�H�W���X�S�����,�Q�������������D�Q�G������������

�W�K�H���5�R�J�R�]�H�Q���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���L�V���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�����6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q�W�H�Q�V�L�I�L�H�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���W�R�U�H�X�W�L�F���L�W�H�P�V�����Z�K�L�F�K��

�D�U�H���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�F���Z�R�U�O�G���D�Q�G���I�L�Q�G���G�L�V�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���7�K�U�D�F�H�����7�K�H���U�H�V�X�O�W�V���I�U�R�P��

�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���� �,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�� �I�L�Q�G�V�� �H�Q�W�H�U�� �L�Q�W�R�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F��

�F�L�U�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�Q�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �D�O�V�R�� �W�K�H�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��

�S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���±���V�H�F�R�Q�G���V�W�D�J�H���� 

�'�X�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �O�L�P�L�W�H�G�� �Y�R�O�X�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V�� �L�Q�� �5�R�P�D�Q�L�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �6�H�U�E�L�D�Q�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�\����

�L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���V�W�D�J�H�V���R�I���G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���� 

 

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���W�Z�R�����&�H�U�D�P�L�F���L�W�H�P�V 

�7�K�H�� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �L�Q�� �1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �7�K�U�D�F�H�� �L�V�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G�� �E�\�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�� �R�U�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J��

�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���H�[�F�D�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����7�K�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�W�H�P�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���S�R�V�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���R�I���W�K�H��

�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �7�K�U�D�F�H�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �*�U�H�H�N�� �Z�R�U�O�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��

�&�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�V�W�L�F���S�H�U�L�R�G�V���±�����W�K�����V�W���F�����%�&�����7�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H���R�I���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q���W�\�S�H�V���R�I���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���L�Q���W�K�H��

�L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\�� �R�I�� �J�U�D�Y�H�V�� �R�U�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�� �I�L�Q�G�V�� �V�K�R�Z�V�� �W�K�H�� �S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�� �R�I���W�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �D�U�L�V�W�R�F�U�D�F�\�� �D�Q�G�� �L�W�V��

�D�H�V�W�K�H�W�L�F���W�D�V�W�H���� 

 

�6�N�\�S�K�R�L 

Skyphoi were discovered in tomb 3/I and tomb 2/III of Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa, in 

Kosmatata tumulus near Vratsa, in the areas of Gradeshnitsa, Vratsa region, Karpachevo 

(Nadezhda) and Letnitsa, Lovech region.  

�7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,���I�U�R�P���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���D�Q�G���*�U�D�G�H�V�K�Q�L�W�V�D���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G��

�����������������%�&�����)�R�U���W�K�H���V�N�\�S�K�R�V���I�U�R�P���.�R�V�P�D�W�D�W�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���D���G�D�W�L�Q�J���F�D�Q���E�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G��

�����������������%�&�����7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���I�U�R�P���.�D�U�S�D�F�K�H�Y�R���L�V���P�D�G�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������%�&�����7�D�E�O�H���������� 

�2�Q���W�K�H���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���D���V�N�\�S�K�R�V���I�U�R�P���/�H�W�Q�L�W�V�D���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�Q���L�P�D�J�H�����V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���W�K�D�W���R�Q���W�K�H��

�Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,���R�I���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V�����I�U�R�P���.�R�V�P�D�W�D�W�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���*�U�D�G�H�V�K�Q�L�W�V�D��

�±���D���\�R�X�W�K�����G�U�H�V�V�H�G���L�Q���D���F�O�R�D�N�����)�R�U���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���9�U�D�W�V�D���D�Q�G���*�U�D�G�H�V�K�Q�L�W�V�D���D���G�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q������������������

�%�&���L�V���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G����They have a red-figure decoration: depicted are youths, dressed in cloaks, next 

to which are also represented palmettes and spiral-like ornaments�����3�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���I�U�D�J�P�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P��

�/�H�W�Q�L�W�V�D���L�V��from the same period (Table 1). 

 

Kylikes 

�.�\�O�L�N�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J�� �D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �V�L�W�H�V���� �W�R�P�E�� �����,�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�P�E�� �����,�,�� �R�I��

�0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���L�Q���9�U�D�W�V�D���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���P�R�X�Q�G���D�W���'�R�L�U�H�Q�W�V�L�����/�R�Y�H�F�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q.  
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�7�K�H���N�\�O�L�[���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,���L�V���P�D�G�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������%�&�����7�D�E�O�H�����������7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,�,���L�V��

�P�D�G�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������%�&�����7�D�E�O�H���������� 

�)�R�U���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���'�R�L�U�H�Q�W�V�L���F�D�Q���E�H���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���D���G�D�W�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���W�K�L�U�G���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H��

���W�K���F�����%�&�����7�D�E�O�H�����������,�W���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���I�L�Q�G�V���I�U�R�P���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���7�K�U�D�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���$�W�K�H�Q�L�D�Q��

�D�J�R�U�D���� 

�7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,���L�V���P�D�G�H���I�U�R�P���F�O�D�\�������Z�K�L�F�K���D�I�W�H�U���I�L�U�L�Q�J���K�D�V���D���J�U�D�\�L�V�K���F�R�O�R�X�U�����7�K�H��

�O�R�F�D�O���R�U�L�J�L�Q���R�I���W�K�H���L�W�H�P���L�V���S�U�R�Y�H�Q���E�\���W�K�H���V�K�D�S�H���R�I���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���W�R���W�K�D�W���R�I���$�W�W�L�F��

�N�\�O�L�N�H�V���� 

 

�.�D�Q�W�K�D�U�R�L 

A kantharos originates from the area of Rakevo, Vratsa region. The vessel is made around 

350 BC (Table 1).  

 

Lekythoi  

Lekythoi originate from the area of Gorna Kremena, Vratsa region, Aglen, Smochan and 

Toros (Lazar Stanevo), Lovech region. 

The lekythos from Gorna Kremena was probably manufactured around 425-400 BC 

(Table 2). �7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���I�U�R�P���7�R�U�R�V�����/�D�]�D�U���6�W�D�Q�H�Y�R�����L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�����7�D�E�O�H����������

�7�K�H�� �L�W�H�P�V�� �I�U�R�P���$�J�O�H�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �6�P�R�F�K�D�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�� �������� �%�&�� ���$�J�O�H�Q���� �D�Q�G�� ���������������� �%�&��

���6�P�R�F�K�D�Q�������7�D�E�O�H���������� 

 

Craters 

Craters were found in the areas of Toros (Lazar Stanevo) and Popishka, Lovech region. 

The vessels were made around 375 BC (Table 2).  

 

Amphoriskoi  

An amphoriskos was found in tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa. For the 

vessel can be proposed a dating in the second half of the 4th c. BC (Table 2).  

 

Pyxides 

A pyxis is part of the inventory of tomb 2/III of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa. The 

vessel was made in middle or third quarter of the 4th c. BC (Table 2).  
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Lamps 

Lamps are represented by two items from tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa. 

They were made around 370 BC and 425-375 BC (Table 2).  
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I.  Phialae and calyx-cups 

Phialae are vessels for the consumption of wine and libations. The beginning of their 

usage in the northwestern Thracian lands starts in the period 7th -6th c. BC. From this period are 

the phialae from Sofronievo and Nefela, Vratsa area (Table 6).  
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In the contents of the treasure from Radyuvene, Lovech area there is also a phiale-

mesomphalos. Its shape shows, that it was made in a local workshop under Eastern influence 

in the first half of the 4th c. BC (Table 5).  
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II.  Jugs 

1. Olpai  

Jugs are table ware, which are used scooping up wine and pouring it into cups. The 

observations on rich burial complexes from Thrace and the treasures from Rogozen and Lukovit 

show the typical combination of jugs with phialae and calyx-cups (in an approximate ratio of 

1:2). One of these vessels was found in tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa. It is 

rhytonisized- on the bottom there is an opening. The jug was made in the beginning of the 4th 

c. BC (Table 6). 
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�O�D�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K�����L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���G�H�F�D�G�H�V���R�I���W�K�H�����U�G���F�����%�&�����7�K�H���M�X�J�V���I�U�R�P���/�X�N�R�Y�L�W���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H��

�H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&���L�Q���D���O�R�F�D�O���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�����7�D�E�O�H�V�������������� 

In the upper part of the jug from Dolna Kremena, Vratsa region an applique is attached, 

�Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���P�D�G�H���E�\���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�H�S�L�F�W�V���D���Z�R�P�D�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�G�����,�W���F�D�Q���E�H���W�K�H�R�U�L�]�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���Z�D�V��

made in a Hellenic atelier around the 5th c. BC (Table 7).  

 

2. Oenochoai 

The vessels are from tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa, Valchitran, Pleven 

region, from the inventory of the tumulus at Aleksandrovo, Lovech region, from a grave at 

Glozhene (Asen neighborhood), Lovech region and from the necropolis in Cernele quarter, 

Craiova, Romania. The oenochoai were probably made in Macedonian ateliers, with those from 

Vratsa and Aleksandrovo being made before 350 BC (Tables 7-8). The vessel from Cernele is 

made around 330-300 BC (Table 11).  

The upper and lower part of the handle of the oenochoe from Valchitran, Pleven region 

are shaped like the heads of a young satyr and Pan. With a similar decoration is the vessel from 

a grave, discovered in the area of Glozhene (Asen neighborhood), Lovech region. The upper 

part of the handle has a head of a satyr, while at the lower end a bearded Silenus is depicted. 

The oenochoe from Glozhene (Asen neighborhood) is made around 330-300 BC, while the 

vessel from Valchitran is manufactured around 330 BC (Tables 7-8).  

 

3. �³�3�K�H�L�G�L�D�V���W�\�S�H�´���M�X�J�V 

�7�K�H���³�3�K�H�L�G�L�D�V���W�\�S�H�´��jugs have a more specific shape and that is the reason why they are 

separated in a individual section of the dissertation. They originate from tomb 2/III of the 

Mogilanska tumulus, from the Bukyovtsi treasure and a grave near Pudria, Vratsa region.  



 

�õ 
 

The location of the atelier, in which the vessel from Pudria was made, cannot be 

determined on this stage due to the state of the researches. It was made around 375 BC (Table 

8). The jug from tomb 2/III  is manufactured in a Hellenic atelier in the 4th c. BC (Table 8). The 

jug from Bukyovtsi (Mizia) was made in a local atelier under Hellenic influence in the end of 

the 5th-beginning of the 4th c. BC (Table 8).  

 

�,�,�,�� �&�X�S�V 

1. Kantharoi  

�7�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H���N�D�Q�W�K�D�U�R�V���I�U�R�P���*�O�R�]�K�H�Q�H�����$�V�V�H�Q���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�K�R�R�G�������/�R�Y�H�F�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\��

�P�D�G�H�� �D�U�R�X�Q�G�������������������%�&�����6�L�P�L�O�D�U�L�W�L�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�D�O�R�J�R�X�V�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H���$�W�K�H�Q�L�D�Q�� �D�J�R�U�D�� �D�Q�G��

�I�U�R�P���0�H�G�H�R�Q�����6�W�H�L�U�L�����D�U�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�����7�D�E�O�H�������� 

 

2. Kylikes 

The bronze cup-kantharos from Mizia, Vratsa region was probably made in�������������������%�&��

�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&���L�Q���D���&�R�U�L�Q�W�K�L�D�Q���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�����7�K�H���G�D�W�L�Q�J���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H��

�R�I���V�L�P�L�O�D�U���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���7�K�U�D�F�H�����3�D�H�R�Q�L�D���D�Q�G���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���*�U�H�H�F�H�����7�D�E�O�H���������� 

�7�K�H�� �E�U�R�Q�]�H�� �N�\�O�L�[�� �I�U�R�P�� �'�R�L�U�H�Q�W�V�L���� �/�R�Y�H�F�K�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �³�O�L�J�K�W�� �Z�D�O�O�´�� �W�\�S�H�� �Y�H�V�V�H�O�V�� ����

�G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���$�W�K�H�Q�L�D�Q���D�J�R�U�D�����1�\�P�S�K�D�H�X�P���R�Q���W�K�H���&�U�L�P�H�D�Q���3�H�Q�L�Q�V�X�O�D���D�Q�G���R�Q���/�L�S�D�U�L���,�V�O�D�Q�G����

�,�W�D�O�\�����,�W���L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����W�K�������W�K���F�����%�&���D�Q�G���P�D�G�H���L�Q���D���*�U�H�H�N���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�����W�K�H���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�K�L�F�K��

�F�D�Q�Q�R�W���E�H���G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�����7�D�E�O�H���������� 

 

3. Rhyta 

Amongst the inventory of tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa there a silver 

rhyton is present. The body of the item is shaped like a pine cone. It can be theorized that the 

rhyton from Mogilanska tumulus probably was made in a Greek atelier in Asia Minor during 

the 4th c. BC (Table 8).  

 

���� �*�R�E�O�H�W�V 

�,�Q���W�K�H���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���I�U�R�P���%�X�N�\�R�Y�W�V�L�����0�L�]�L�D�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���D���V�L�O�Y�H�U���J�R�E�O�H�W�����,�W���L�V��

�G�H�F�R�U�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���S�D�O�P�H�W�W�H�V���D�Q�G���O�R�W�X�V���E�O�R�V�V�R�P�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���J�L�O�G�H�G�����,�W���L�V���P�D�G�H���X�Q�G�H�U���$�F�K�D�H�P�H�Q�L�G��

�L�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K�����E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&���L�Q���D�Q���D�W�H�O�L�H�U���L�Q���3�U�R�S�R�Q�W�L�V�����7�D�E�O�H���������� 
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���� �&�R�W�\�O�D�H 

�$�P�R�Q�J�V�W���W�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���R�I���W�K�H���5�R�J�R�]�H�Q���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H���L�V���D�O�V�R���D���V�L�O�Y�H�U���F�R�W�\�O�H�����&�R�W�\�O�D�H���D�U�H���F�X�S�V���Z�L�W�K��

�W�Z�R���K�D�Q�G�O�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���D�U�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���Z�L�Q�H�����7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���L�V���P�D�G�H���E�\���F�D�V�W�L�Q�J�����I�R�U��

�Z�K�L�F�K�� �L�W�V�� �Z�H�L�J�K�W�� �W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�V���� �,�W�� �Z�D�V�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �D�Q�� �D�W�H�O�L�H�U�� �L�Q�� �1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���$�H�J�H�D�� �R�U���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W��

�0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�� 

 

6. Mastoi  

In the contents of the Bohot, Pleven region and Yakimovo, Montana region there are 

silver cups �± mastoi. The shape of the items shows that they were probably made in local ateliers 

under Hellenic influence in the 2nd-1st c. BC (Table 8-9).  

 

IV.  Craters 

The vessels are used for the storage of liquids. Amongst the inventory of a grave, 

discovered near Aglen, Lovech region is a bronze crater. It was probably made in a Corinthian 

atelier around 360-300 BC (Table 9).  

 

�9�� �6�L�W�X�O�D�H�� 

�%�U�R�Q�]�H���V�L�W�X�O�D�H���D�U�H���N�Q�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���W�R�P�E�������,�,���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���L�Q���9�U�D�W�V�D�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H��

�.�D�O�H�W�R�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�W�\�� �Q�H�D�U���3�X�G�U�L�D�����9�U�D�W�V�D���U�H�J�L�R�Q���� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �.�D�P�D�N�D�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�W�\�� �Q�H�D�U���9�D�O�F�K�L�W�U�D�Q�����3�O�H�Y�H�Q��

�U�H�J�L�R�Q�����I�U�R�P���D���J�U�D�Y�H���Q�H�D�U���$�J�O�H�Q�����/�R�Y�H�F�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����I�U�R�P���D���E�X�U�L�D�O���P�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���%�D�E�L�Q�W�V�L���O�R�F�D�O�L�W�\��

�Q�H�D�U���%�D�E�L�Q�W�V�L�����/�R�Y�H�F�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H���D�U�H�D���R�I���$�O�H�N�V�D�Q�G�U�R�Y�R�����/�R�Y�H�F�K���U�H�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���&�H�U�Q�H�O�H��

�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�����&�U�D�L�R�Y�D�����5�R�P�D�Q�L�D�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���L�Q���*�U�H�H�N���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�V���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���X�Q�N�Q�R�Z�Q���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H��

350 BC (�9�U�D�W�V�D�����$�J�O�H�Q���D�Q�G���$�O�H�N�V�D�Q�G�U�R�Y�R�������D�U�R�X�Q�G�����������%�&�����3�X�G�U�L�D���D�Q�G���9�D�O�F�K�L�W�U�D�Q�����D�Q�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G��

���������%�&�����&�H�U�Q�H�O�H������With a more distinct decoration is the vessel from Babintsi, Lovech region 

�± Dionysus is depicted half-naked, sitted on a chair. In his his feet lays a panther. With one 

hand Dionysus holds onto the neck of the panther, while with the other he hold a thyrsus. The 

vessel is made around 380-370 BC in a Hellenic atelier (Tables 9-11).  

 

VI.  Lekanai 

1. Lekanai with horizontal handles, placed on the rim of the mouth 

Bronze lekanai originate from the area of Valchitran, Pleven region, Ribaritsa, Lovech 

region and from tumulus 16 of the necropolis at Toros (Lazar Stanevo), Lovech region. 

The vessels from Valchitran, Pleven region and Ribaritsa, Lovech region were made in a 

Greek atelier around 450 BC (Table 10). The lekane from Toros (Lazar Stanevo) was probably 



 

�í�í 
 

made in a Hellenic atelier around the 5th c. BC, which is proven by the parallel with the handle 

from Obretenik, Ruse region, which is identified as a Greek product. (Table 10). 

 

2. Lekanai with horizontal handles, placed on the body 

From the area of Doirentsi, Lovech region originates a bronze lekane. On the basis of the 

examined parallels from the Athenian agora in can be accepted that the vessel from Doirentsi 

is made in an Athenian atelier. For the vessel from Doirentsi can be proposed a dating in the 

second/third quarter-end of the 5th c. BC on the basis of its similarities with the lekane from 

Chadar tumulus near Iskritsa, Stara Zagora region (Table10). This dating is supported by the 

examined parallels from Ancient Thrace and the Athenian agora.  

 

VII.  Platters 

Platters are vessels, used in Greek environment for washing hands during rituals or 

symposia. In Thracian environment they are used for serving food during feasts. Platters 

originate from the inventory of tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa and from the 

area of Aleksandrovo, Lovech region.  

The vessel from Vratsa was probably made around 360-330 BC, while the one, 

originating from Aleksandrovo �± around the 4th c. BC (Table 10). On the basis of the parallels 

with the platter from Golyamata tumulus near Malomirovo and Zlatinitsa, Yambol region, it 

can be theorized that the ones from Vratsa and Aleksandrovo were also made in an atelier in 

Propontis or along the Aegean coast.  

 

VIII.  Hydriai  

Hydriai in Greek environment are used as vessels for storing water. They are also in use 

during feasts. They also saw use as prizes for games, as offerings for sanctuaries and as burial 

urns. Hydriai are known from tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa, from the areas of 

Ribaritsa, Lovech region, Krachimir, Vidin region and from Daikina tumulus near Dermantsi, 

Lovech region.  

The vessels from Vratsa and Ribaritsa probably were made in an Attic atelier. The handles 

from the hydria, found at Krachimir, testify to the Boeotian origin of the vessel. The vessel 

from Daikina tumulus at Dermantsi was probably manufactured in Corinth. The dating after 

430 BC for the hydria from Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa is supported by the examined 

parallels from Southeastern Thrace and Ancient Greece (Table 10). The vessel from Ribaritsa 

is made in the first half of the 4th c. BC. (Table 10). The proposed dating for the handles from 



 

�í�î 
 

a hydria from Krachimir in the last quarter of the 5th c. BC is well-grounded (Table 10). It is 

supported by that of the examined parallels from Northeastern and Southeastern Thrace, the 

Black Sea apoikiai and Scythia. For the handles from a hydria from Dermantsi can be proposed 

a dating in the last quarter of the 5th c. BC, which is supported by the examined parallels from 

Ancient Thrace. (Table 10).  

 

IX.  Aryballoi  

1. Aryballoi with a spherical body and an elongated neck 

Aryballoi are used in Thracian environment, connected with the burial ritual. They were 

discovered during the excavation of two tumuli near Toros (Lazar Stanevo), Lovech region. It 

can be theorized that they were made under Hellenic influence in a local atelier in the second-

third quarter of the 5th c. BC (Table 11).  

 

2. Aryballoi with a spherical body and a wide neck  

In the contents of the treasure from Radyuvene, Lovech region a silver aryballos is also 

present. The vessel from Radyuvene, Lovech region was probably made in a local atelier in the 

first half of the 4th c. BC. Its dating is confirmed by that of the rest of the items from the treasure 

(Table 11). 

 

���� �³�7�D�O�F�R�W�W�´���W�\�S�H���D�U�\�E�D�O�O�R�L���Z�L�W�K���D���V�K�R�U�W���Q�H�F�N 

�7�K�H���E�U�R�Q�]�H���D�U�\�E�D�O�O�R�V���I�U�R�P���0�H�]�G�U�D���L�V���R�I���³�7�D�O�F�R�W�W�´���W�\�S�H�����7�K�H���Y�H�V�V�H�O���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G��350 

BC in a Hellenic atelier (Table 11).  

 

X. Cauldrons 

In the area of Letnitsa, Lovech region, a treasure, consisting of silver appliques for a horse 

harness, was discovered. They were placed in a bronze cauldron. The dating of the vessel cannot 

be precisely determined. The traces of repars show long-term usage of the cauldron before its 

deposition.  

 

XI.  Chytrae 

During treasure hunting activity in a mound near Doirentsi, Lovech region, a bronze 

chytra was discovered. It was made in the period of the 5th-4th c. BC in a Greek atelier, the 

location of which cannot be precisely determined (Table 11).  
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Banquet sets 

The presence of banquet sets, made up of Greek silver, bronze and ceramic vessels in the 

lands south of Stara planina is discussed in literature. In Northwestern Thrace banquet sets are 

observed in tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa, comprising of  black-glaze 

�N�D�Q�W�K�D�U�R�V�� �F�X�S�� �R�I�� �³heavy wall�´�� �W�\�S�H, silver phialae, bronze hydria, bronze situlae, bronze 

biconical oenochoe and bronze platter, Aleksandrovo, Lovech region �± silver phialae, bronze 

situlae, bronze biconical oenochoe and bronze platter, Valchitran, Pleven region �± bronze 

oenochoe, bronze situla and bronze lekanai, Glozhene (Asen neighborhood), Lovech region �± 

bronze oenochoe and bronze kantharos, Aglen, Lovech region �± bronze situla and bronze 

hemispherical crater, Pudria, Vratsa region �± �E�U�R�Q�]�H���³�3�K�H�L�G�L�D�V���W�\�S�H�´���M�X�J���D�Q�G���E�U�R�Q�]�H���V�L�W�X�O�D���D�Q�G��

Cernele quarter, Craiova �± bronze biconical oenochoe and bronze situla. Single finds are also 

present: bronze kylikes, bronze jugs, bronze hydriai, �F�D�X�O�G�U�R�Q�V�����V�L�O�Y�H�U���F�R�W�\�O�D�H�����V�L�O�Y�H�U���³�3�K�H�L�G�L�D�V��

�W�\�S�H�´���M�X�J�V���D�Q�G���S�K�L�D�O�D�H���� 

 

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���I�R�X�U�����-�H�Z�H�O�U�\���D�Q�G���W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���� 

The jewelry and toiletries from Northwestern Thrace were discovered during 

archaeological researches or in accidental circumstances. Depending on their function, they are 

wreaths, earrings, necklaces, rings, beads and glass pendants, golden appliques, pendants and 

figurines, mirrors and cosmetic spoons. The presence of certain items in the grave inventory or 

in a separate find shows the preferences of the local aristocracy.  

 

Wreaths 

�$�P�R�Q�J�V�W���W�K�H���L�Q�Y�H�Q�W�R�U�\���R�I���W�R�P�E�������,�,���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���L�Q���9�U�D�W�V�D���L�V���D���J�R�O�G�H�Q���O�D�X�U�H�O��

�Z�U�H�D�W�K�����,�W���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&�����Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���G�D�W�L�Q�J���E�H�L�Q�J���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H��

�H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V���Z�L�W�K���M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���I�U�R�P���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���7�K�U�D�F�H�����+�H�O�O�D�V�����$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�����6�F�\�W�K�L�D���D�Q�G��

�$�V�L�D���0�L�Q�R�U�����7�D�E�O�H�������������7�K�H���M�H�Z�H�O���Z�D�V���P�D�G�H���L�Q���D�Q���$�H�J�H�D�Q���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�����Z�L�W�K���L�W�V���R�U�L�J�L�Q���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G��

�E�\���W�K�H���H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�V�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q�V���� 

 

Earrings 

Earrings are a symbol of wealth and good fortune in the Hellenic world. In tomb 1/II of 

the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa a pair of them was found. The earrings were probably made 

around 350 BC in an Aegean atelier (Table 12).  
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Necklaces 

In the composition of the treasure from Vladinya, Lovech region is also a necklace, made 

of electrum. It has beads, which are in the shape of a fifteen-leafed rosette. The jewel from 

Vladinya was probably made in the second half of the 4th c. BC in a local atelier under Hellenic 

influence (Table 12)�����7�K�L�V���S�U�H�V�X�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���Q�H�F�N�O�D�F�H���I�U�R�P��

�7�D�U�H�Q�W�X�P�����,�W�D�O�\���� 

Amnongst the jewelry from grave 4 D from the Early Hellenistic necropolis at Bohot, 

Pleven region is also a golden necklace. It is composed of amphora-shaped beads and heart-

shaped end-pieces. It was manufactured in the end of the 4th -beginning of the 3rd c. BC in a 

local atelier under Hellenic influence (Table 12). 

 

Rings 

�7�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�Q�� �H�O�L�S�V�R�L�G�D�O���V�K�D�S�H�G�� �S�O�D�W�H�� �D�Q�G�� �R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�W�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�R�P�E�V�� �����,�,�� �D�Q�G�� �����,�,�,�� �R�I�� �W�K�H��

�0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���L�Q���9�U�D�W�V�D���D�Q�G���I�U�R�P���J�U�D�Y�H�������'���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���Q�H�F�U�R�S�R�O�L�V���D�W���%�R�K�R�W�����3�O�H�Y�H�Q���U�H�J�L�R�Q�� 

The rings from Mogilanska tumulus were made in the 4th c. BC (Table 12). Their dating 

is supported by the examined parallels from Ancient Thrace. The specimens from Bohot, Pleven 

region are from the end of the 4th -beginning of the 3rd c. BC (Table 12). The rings, discovered 

in Northwestern Thrace, were made in local ateliers, probably under Hellenic influence.  

 

Beads and glass pendants 

In tomb 1/II and tomb 2/III of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa glass and amber items 

were found:  

beads from dark blue glass �± tomb 1/II; 

beads from green glass with symmetrically placed spots of white glass paste �± tomb 1/II;  

bead from blue glass with impressions, filled with white glass paste �± tomb 1/II; 

bead from yellow amber with an irregular shape �± tomb 1/II; 

beads from light blue glass �± tomb 1/II; 

bead from dark blue glass with eight vertical flutes �± tomb 1/II;  

bead from white glass �± tomb 1/II ; 

�J�O�D�V�V���S�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�K�D�S�H���R�I���D���E�H�D�U�G�H�G���P�D�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�G���± tomb 1/II and from tomb 2/III.  

Amongst the inventory of grave 21 from the necropolis at Vladinya, Lovech region is a 

glass bead with three masks. The bead has a cylindrical shape, with three faces depicted on it. 

The faces are made from white glass, while the eyes are from white-blue.  

From grave 4 D from the necropolis at Bohot, Pleven region originate glass jewelry: 
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bead with tree faces; 

cylindrical bead with a spiral-like ornament; 

amphora-shaped beads and copal beads. 

In the necropolis in the Pe�þ�L�Q�H��locality near Kostolac, Kostolac municipality, Serbia glass 

items were also found: 

beads from green glass paste with ellipsoidal pimples from blue glass �± grave G 986; 

bead from dark blue glass paste with pimples �± grave G 3 987; 

beads, mase from yellow glass with pimples from a white-blueish glass - grave G 1-3 346. 

From a grave in the Manastirsko locality near �8�P�þ�D�U�L����Serbia originates a bead from 

yellow glass.  

On the basis of the parallels with the finds from the necropolises of Apollonia Pontica it 

can be theorized, that the pendants from Vratsa were made during the same time, as the ones 

from Apollonia Pontica �± in the first half of the 4th c. BC (Table 13). The dating for the beads 

from Kostolac, Serbia in the second half of the 4th c. BC is supported by the examined parallels 

from Ancient Thrace (Table 15). Probably the bead from �8�P�þ�D�U�L, Serbia was also also made 

during the same time (Table 15). 

The glass amphora-shaped beads and glass bead with cylindrical shape from Bohot, 

Pleven region were made in the beginning of the 3rd c. BC, which is supported by the dating of 

the rest of the glass items from the complex (Table 13).  

The glass items, discovered in Northwestern Thrace are made in a Hellenic atelier, the 

location of which cannot be determined on this stage of the researches. The copal beads from 

grave 4 D were made in the beginning of the 3rd c. BC (Tables 13-14). 

 

Golden appliques, pendants and figurines 

In tomb 1/II of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa golden appliques with a round shape 

were found.  

�7�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�T�X�H�V���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G���I�L�U�V�W���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K�����O�D�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H�����W�K��

�F���� �%�&�����7�D�E�O�H�� �����������7�K�L�V�� �S�U�H�V�X�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �7�K�U�D�F�H����

�$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �6�F�\�W�K�L�D���� �7�K�H�� �D�S�S�O�L�T�X�H�V�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�Q�� �L�P�D�J�H�� �R�I�� �D�Q�� �H�L�J�K�W���S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �V�W�D�U�� �D�Q�G��

�U�R�V�H�W�W�H���Z�H�U�H���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���P�D�G�H���V�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���L�W�H�P�V���I�U�R�P���0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�Q���D�W�H�O�L�H�U�V�����7�K�H�\���V�H�U�Y�H���D�V���D��

�S�U�R�W�R�W�\�S�H���I�R�U���W�Z�R���D�S�S�O�L�T�X�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���F�R�P�S�O�H�[�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�Y�H���D���U�R�X�J�K�H�U���P�D�N�H���D�Q�G���D�U�H���W�K�H��

�Z�R�U�N���R�I���O�R�F�D�O���D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V���� 

Amongst the inventory of tombs 1/II and 2/III of the Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa are 

also golden pendants and figurines.  
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�7�K�H���S�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���Z�H�U�H���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�D�W�L�Q�J���E�H�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���H�[�D�P�L�H�G��

�S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V���I�U�R�P���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���7�K�U�D�F�H���D�Q�G���$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W���0�D�F�H�G�R�Q�L�D�����D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���E�\���W�K�H���G�D�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���U�H�P�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��

�M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�����7�D�E�O�H�� ���������� �7�K�H�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�W�H�O�L�H�U���� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �W�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H��

�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���� �L�V�� �L�P�S�R�V�L�E�O�H�����7�K�H�� �I�L�J�X�U�L�Q�H�� �R�I�� �D�� �E�L�U�G�� �L�V�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �D�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �D�� �Z�R�R�G�H�Q�� �K�D�L�U�S�L�Q����

�P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�H�G���L�Q���D���*�U�H�H�N���D�W�H�O�L�H�U���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����W�K���F�����%�&�����7�K�H���G�D�W�L�Q�J���L�V���F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���W�K�H���S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O��

�R�I���W�K�H���I�L�J�X�U�L�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���R�Q�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U���U�L�Q�J�V���I�U�R�P���&�\�S�U�X�V�����7�D�E�O�H������������ 

 

Mirrors  

In tomb 1/II of Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa a bronze mirror was discovered. It has a 

round shape. The upper surface is highly corroded. Individual fragments from it are missing. 

The dating in the 4th c. BC of the mirror is supported by that of the remaining items from the 

tomb (Table 14).  

 

Cosmetic spoons 

In tomb 1/II of Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa two items were found, which are interpreted 

as spoons.�� 

�7�K�H�� �L�W�H�P�V�� �D�U�H�� �I�R�X�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�D�G�� �D�U�H�D�����D�O�R�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�� �D�� �E�U�R�Q�]�H�� �P�L�U�U�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �D�� �E�O�D�F�N���J�O�D�]�H��

�D�P�S�K�R�U�L�V�N�R�V�����3�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���W�K�H���V�S�R�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���0�R�J�L�O�D�Q�V�N�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���Z�H�U�H���X�V�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I��

�F�R�V�P�H�W�L�F���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H�V�����7�K�H�\���D�U�H���S�D�U�W���R�I���D���V�H�W�����F�R�P�S�R�V�H�G���R�I���D���E�O�D�F�N���J�O�D�]�H���D�P�S�K�R�U�L�V�N�R�V���D�Q�G���E�U�R�Q�]�H��

�P�L�U�U�R�U�����7�K�H�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �P�D�G�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �(�D�U�O�\�� �+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�V�W�L�F�� �S�H�U�L�R�G�� ���7�D�E�O�H�� �����������7�K�H�L�U�� �+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�F��

�R�U�L�J�L�Q�� �L�V�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �S�D�U�D�O�O�H�O�V�� �I�U�R�P�� �/�H�I�N�D�G�D�� �L�V�O�D�Q�G�����$�Q�F�L�H�Q�W�� �*�U�H�H�F�H���� �6�W�D�U�R�V�H�O�N�D���� �6�K�X�P�H�Q��

�U�H�J�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���*�R�O�\�D�P�D�W�D���W�X�P�X�O�X�V���D�W���0�D�O�R�P�L�U�R�Y�R���D�Q�G���=�O�D�W�L�Q�L�W�V�D�����<�D�P�E�R�O���U�H�J�L�R�Q���� 

 

�&�K�D�S�W�H�U���I�L�Y�H�����$�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W 

�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�Y�H���D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W 

In Northwestern Thrace bronze Chalcidian helmets were discovered in the areas of 

Sadovets, Pleven region, Rogozen, Vratsa region, Pleven, Bahovitsa, Lovech region and tomb 

1/II of Mogilanska tumulus in Vratsa.  

The presence of Hellenic armament in complexes from Northwestern Thrace is an 

evidence for the high social and economic status of their owners. The analysis of the protective 

armament from Northwestern Thrace leads to the forlmulation of the following conclusions.  

In the 5th c. BC Chalcidian type helmets, made in Hellenic ateliers appear �± helmet from 

Sadovets, Pleven region (Table 16). 
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In the 4th c. BC helmets, made in local ateliers under Hellenic influence appear �± helmets 

from Rogozen, Vratsa region, Pleven, Bahovitsa, Lovech region and tomb 1/II of Mogilanska 

tumulus in Vratsa (Table 16).  

 

�&�R�Q�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q 

The usage and distribution of Hellenic ceramic items are in the period 5th-2nd c. BC and 

they testify for the presence of cultural contacts. Clear evidences are missing about regular and 

direct trade contacts between Ancient Greece and the local population from Northwestern 

Thrace. The possible route, by which Hellenic ceramic items appear in Northwestern Thrace, 

is by indirect trade contacts �± the items appear in Northwestern Thrace by the means of 

exchange - they were received from individual members from neighboring Thracian tribes. The 

site Kale at Kr�ã�H�Y�L�F�D����Serbia probably is a source of Hellenic items towards Northwestern 

Thrace. Northwestern Thrace is not integrated with the trade with the Hellenic world.  

 

Toreutic items appear and are used in Northwestern Thrace in the period 5th-initial 

decades of the 3rd c. BC. The presence of vessels with an Attic, Boeotian, Corinthian and 

Macedonian origin, as well as those, originating from Propontis, the Aegean coast, Cyzicus or 

Chalkis testify for the presence of some cultural contacts with these regions. They are not 

intensive �± the disscussed finds show that Northwestern Thrace is not wholesomely integrated 

with the Greek markets, as the rest of the territories of Ancient Thrace, located closely to Greek 

apoikiai.  

The possibility for the presence of sporadic visits in Northwestern Thrace by tradesmen 

of luxury items, which deliver certain orders, made in Hellenic production centres, cannot be 

fully dismissed. In the preserved historical sources however, there are no concrete evidences 

about such an activity.  

 

The jewelry and toiletries, which were produced in Hellenic ateliers appear and are used 

in the period the 4th -3rd c. BC. The presence of items, originating from ateliers on the Aegean 

coast, testifies for the close economic and cultural contacts with the area in the middle-last 

quarter of the 4th c. BC. �7�K�H�� �U�R�X�W�H���� �E�\�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�F�� �M�H�Z�H�O�U�\�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���D�S�S�H�D�U�� �L�Q��

�1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q�� �7�K�U�D�F�H���L�V�� �E�\���W�U�D�G�H�����6�R�P�H�� �L�W�H�P�V�� �V�X�F�K�� �D�V�� �W�K�H�� �J�R�O�G�H�Q�� �O�D�X�U�H�O�� �Z�U�H�D�W�K�� �I�U�R�P�� �9�U�D�W�V�D��

�D�S�S�H�D�U���D�V���G�L�S�O�R�P�D�W�L�F���J�L�I�W�V���� 
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The presence of Hellenic armament is an evidence for the high social and economic status 

of their owners. Part of the helmets appear on the territory of Northwestern Thrace as war 

trophies. A tendency is present for the local manufacture of armament on the basis of Hellenic 

armament. A possibility for the acquisition of some Hellenic items by trade cannot be fully 

excluded. 

 

�7�K�H�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �U�R�X�W�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H�� �W�U�L�E�X�W�D�U�L�H�V�� �R�I���W�K�H�� �U�L�Y�H�U�� �'�D�Q�X�E�H���� �W�H�V�W�L�I�L�H�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �O�R�F�D�O�� �W�U�D�G�H��

�H�[�F�K�D�Q�J�H���� �7�K�H�L�U�� �H�[�L�V�W�H�Q�F�H�� �L�V�� �L�Q�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\�� �G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�F�� �F�H�U�D�P�L�F��

�L�W�H�P�V�����W�R�U�H�X�W�L�F���L�W�H�P�V�����M�H�Z�H�O�U�\���D�Q�G���W�R�L�O�H�W�U�L�H�V���D�Q�G���D�U�P�D�P�H�Q�W�����1�R���F�R�Q�F�U�H�W�H���K�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O���H�Y�L�G�H�Q�F�H�V���D�U�H��

�S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�Q�G���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���L�F�O�X�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�V�H��

�U�R�X�W�H�V���L�Q���U�H�J�X�O�D�U���W�U�D�G�H���F�R�Q�D�W�F�W�V���Z�L�W�K���F�H�Q�W�U�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���$�H�J�H�D�Q���D�Q�G���%�O�D�F�N���6�H�D���F�R�D�V�W�V���� 
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�/�L�V�W���R�I���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���W�K�H���G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� 

�,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�V�H�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� �D�U�H�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�H�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �D�Q�G�� �F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O�� �F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�V�� �R�I�� �1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q��

�7�K�U�D�F�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�N���Z�R�U�O�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���&�O�D�V�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���+�H�O�O�H�Q�L�V�W�L�F���S�H�U�L�R�G�V�������W�K�����V�W���F�����%�&�����R�Q���W�K�H��

�E�D�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V�����G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���7�K�U�D�F�H���� 

 

���� �$�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�L�R�J�U�D�S�K�L�F�D�O�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�V�� �P�D�G�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�� �U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�V���� �L�Q�� �Z�K�L�F�K��

�D�U�F�K�D�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���S�H�U�L�R�G�����W�K�����V�W���F�����%�&���L�Q���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���7�K�U�D�F�H���D�U�H���S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� 
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TABLES WITH RELATIVE CHRONOLOGY  




































