STATEMENT
from
professor Margarita Nikolova Karamihova, Dr.Habill., member of the scientific jury

The competition of SU “St. Kliment Ohridski" for the academic position of Associate Professor is:
Field of higher education: 3. Social, economic and legal sciences.

Professional field: 3. 1. Sociology, Anthropology and Cultural Studies, Ethnology
It is announced by the Faculty of History for the needs of the Department of Ethnology, which has provided the necessary teaching hours.

The notice was published in State Gazette 48 of 28. 06. 2022.
I. COMPETITION DETAILS

In accordance with the application procedure, a package of documents attesting to the applicant's scientific development, including relevant scientific publications, has been provided.
On the basis of the submitted documents, there are all grounds to conclude that the procedure for the announcement and holding of the competition was carried out in full compliance with the Academic Staff Development Act in the Republic of Bulgaria (ASDA), the Regulations for its implementation, as well as with the Internal Regulations for the Development of Academic Staff at Sofia University "St. Climent Ohridski". The further course of the procedure fully complies with the requirements of the above-mentioned legislation.
II. DETAILS OF THE APPLICANT

In the competition for the academic position of Associate Professor only one candidate participated - Violeta Kalinova Kotseva-Popova, lecturer at the Department of Ethnology, Faculty of History, Sofia University “St. Climent Ohridski”.
Violeta Kotseva-Popova graduated as a Master in Ethnography at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" in 1999. In 2010 she defended her PhD and received the scientific and educational degree of Doctor of Ethnology at IEFEM, BAS. After winning a competition in 2010, Kotseva-Popova, PhD was appointed as an assistant professor, and since 2011 she has been a senior assistant professor at the Department of Ethnology, Faculty of History, Sofia University “St. Climent Ohridski”.

The candidate reports participation in 9 collective scientific and applied projects at national level, 2 of which she is the project manager. In 2002-2003, she was a Herder Scholar of the Alfred Töpfer Foundation, Germany, for a one-year study at the University of Vienna, Faculty of European Ethnology. Since 2017 she has been a member of the National Commission "Living Human Treasures" and since 2019 she has been a member of the National Council for Intangible Cultural Heritage at UNESCO.
III. DESCRIPTION OF SCIENTIFIC WORKS

The total number of publications submitted to the competition is 21. One publication is a monographic work, published in Bulgarian. Two publications are in English (one co-authored).
According to a reference from the Department of Library and Information Services of the University Library at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" the following citations of her scientific works by other authors in the country and abroad have been noted: 1. Web of Science Clarivate Analytics (1950 - 2022) - 4 citations; 2. Central and Eastern European Online Library (CEEOL) - 1 review, 6 citations; 3. RINC - 1 citation. There are 14 indexed publications. The author has identified a further 5 citations.
According to Scopus Violeta Kotseva-Popova has h-index - 1. This result meets the standards for the academic position of Associate Professor.
IV. SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS
After a thorough acquaintance with the full volume of publications provided to me, I fully accept the reference for the scientific contributions of Violeta Kotseva-Popova.
The main (habilitation) work is "Healers and Healing Practices in the Early Twenty-first Century Ethnological Study" (ed. 2022, 246 pp.). It, as well as the articles included in the competition, proposes an innovative approach to an important contemporary phenomenon. The text is developed within the framework of the increasingly imposed European Ethnology, and all methodological requirements for a modern scientific work are correctly observed. The author has successfully chosen the accents of her work - the dynamics of inherited skills and renewed knowledge; the symbiotic relationship between religious actions and magical practices; the complex interaction between scientific medicine and practiced traditional medicine. I accept the candidate's analyses and the scientific contributions she has presented. I am confident that the monograph will be a valuable text for students of Ethnology not only at Sofia University.
   
 On the basis of the provided publications, I find that Kotseva-Popova's research and publication activity shows methodological maturity. The body of contributory research definitely contributes to the quality of her teaching.

V. TEACHING

Violeta Kotseva-Popova has independently developed nearly 7 major lecture courses in Bachelor and Master degrees related to the field of the competition. From 2016/2017 to 2020/2021 inclusive, the applicant had an average of 580 hours of classroom time.
The candidate is the supervisor of two graduates who subsequently successfully developed PhDs in Ethnology. According to the enclosed references, Violeta Kotseva-Popova has been teaching for 12 years, which indicates serious teaching experience. I find it particularly important that the issues on which she has taught and done research over the years coincide to a very high degree with SU's requirements for the future associate professor and the projected program of courses she is expected to teach.

From the overall documentation of the competition, it must be concluded that the candidate has accumulated specific experience in the subject matter of the courses that, according to the plans of the University, the future Associate Professor will teach at the University.
V. CONCLUSION


In summary of what has been said so far:
- The candidate's scientific and metric data fully meet the requirements for the academic position of Associate Professor of the ASDA and its regulations;
- the candidate has significant teaching experience;
- the candidate's scientific production is entirely of a contributory nature;
- her research is directly linked to its application in the education system;
- the directions of the candidate's research interests are fully in line with the University's plans and intended courses for the Associate Professor to be selected under this competition;
- the research fields developed by the candidate and the competences she possesses would provide young people with the opportunity to accumulate both theoretical knowledge in line with the contemporary development of science and in practical terms, with a view to their future realization.
All of this gives me reason to give a fully positive assessment and to propose to the Scientific Jury Violeta Kotseva-Popova to be elected as Associate Professor at Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" under the current competition.


professor Margarita Karamihova, Dr.Habill.
14.09.2022
