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By Prof. Ludmil Spasov

Dr Vladimir Stanev participates at the competition for obtaining the position “associate professor” with 2 monographs, 2 books (with other authors), 9 articles in academic magazines, 11 articles in volumes, 11 large articles in different academic journals, 4 textbooks. His activities as a member of the Faculty of History include also supervising Master thesis. As main academic research his presents the  indemonography „Шумът от дебри и балкани. Партизаните в България 1941-1944“, София, Университетско издателство „Св. Климент Охридски“, 2022 - 1185 pages. This research is original and enormous empiric material are systematisied in 6 chapters and different paragraphs. In the introduction was elaborated on the prime resources and historiography on the topic. 1) There is no a whole research on the partisan movement which was considered only as a part of the acts of the military groups; 2) There was a glorification of the partisan’s acts and military actions and the respond of the authorities was demonized.; 3) The topic heavily ideologized, etc. 
The conclusion of the author that the authorities are not capable of dealing with the partisans but they do not they jeopardize the stability of the government is well academically defended. It is well explained that Bulgaria is a satellite of Germany but the partisan’s war on party, but not on national basement. The myths about the Bulgarian armed resistance are unique are dethroned, because it is the only one among the Third Reich that says that the partisans are “superhumans”, successors of Botev and Levski, that the fact that the Bulgarian army is not fighting on the eastern is due to the partisan’s movement, etc. Сполучливо е обяснена абсурдността на т.нар. „български фашизъм”. Dr Stanev are dedicated to relations of the partisans with the state authorities and institutions – police, army, the foreign factors (Moscow), etc.; the international control in Bulgaria after the First World, War; the uprising of 1908 and 1923; the activities of VMRO; the Tarnovo Constitution, etc. His articles are well written in academic style, the analysis are deep, the argumentation solid, the conclusions well drown. 
In the conclusion,  the main achievements are pointed out 1)  Most of the partisan’s movement are dictated by BWP and the attempt to cover it with Fatherland front is not successful; 2) The so called “fight against the fascists” is an internal issues behind which is clearly fight for the power in the country вътрешнополитически конфликт и зад „антифашистката борба” стои ясно изразената претенция за власт; 3) On September 1944 on 1/3 of the territory of the country there is no or almost there is no partisan’s movement 4) Partisans in Bulgaria are approximately 8000 people; 1200–1400 out of them died.
I believe that the text about RABFAK and the acceptance of students “active fighters against the fascism” should be defined more precisely. They were enrolled in the higher educational institutions with privileges but they had to go successfully through an exam. I think also that the participation of Muslims in the resistance’s movement should be more highlighted.
De Stanev’s academic interests are broad and they research successfully different issues of the Bulgarian Modern History. They are well defended by documents, archival materials and bibliography. They are very well written in a nice style, so in conclusion I would like to add that Dr Vladimir Stanev fully covers the national scientrometric indicators, there is no indications of plagiarism in his publications and he has all the qualities and covers all the criteria to become to advance in his carrier. I give my positive and highest opinion of him and his work and strongly support Dr Vladimir Stanev to become an Associate Professor.
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