CraHoBMLe

1o koHkypca 3a goueHrt 1o [TH 3.3. ITonmutnueckn vayku (IlomuTonorus - [TonuTuvyeckn napTuu
Y IapTUITHU cUcTeMu), 00siBeH B JIB, Op. 32 ot 16.04.2021 ¢ xanauaat a-p Munen Togopos

JIro6eHoB

ot ipo. Autonuii Togopos Tomopos, A.H., Hbe1, ciermannoct 3.3. [TonmuTudeckn HayKu

J-p Muuien JIro0eHoB ce numioMupa Kato Mmaructbp 1o noiaurosorus B CY ,,Cs. Knument
Oxpuncku mpe3 2002 r.. Cien JOKTOpaHTypa B ChIUS YHUBEPCUTET 3alllMTaBA JUCEPTAIUs 3a
OHC ,,noktop* no nonauruyecku Hayku npe3 2010 r. ¢ Tema Ha aucepTanusTa ,,bbarapckara
napTuiiHa CUCTeMa: IPyIUpaHe U CTPYKTypupaHe Ha napTuiiHute npeanountanus (1990-2005).
[Ipenonasa B CY ot 2006 r. 10 MOMEHTa, KaTO MOCJIEIOBATEIIHO 3a€Ma CbOTBETHUTE
aKaJIEeMUYHU JUTh)KHOCTH Ha aCUCTEHT, CTapIIN aCUCTEHT U IJ1aBeH acucTeHT. HanmomHsM ToBa,
3aI[0TO € BUJIHO, Y€ CTaBa JyMa 3a €JHa I0CJIeoBaTe/IHa aKaJeMHYHa Kapuepa, 10CTUrHata
ChBCEM €CTECTBEHO /10 KOHKYPC 3a XabuiuTtanusi. ABTOp Ha Tpu MOHOTpaduu (eaHaTa Ha
OCHOBaTa Ha JOKTOpPCKaTa My AucepTaius) u Ha 16 HaydHu nmyOnukanuu, A-p Munen JlroO6eHoB
€ Beue YTBBPJACH aKaJIeMUYeH U3CIIeJIOBAaTeN U MpernojaBaTell, H30paj CUTypHO YHUBEPCHUTETA 32

CBOE MPOPECHOHATHO MOMPHUIIIE.

B xonkypca 3a gouent mo 3.3. [lonutudecku Hayku 1-p Musen JIroGeHOB KaHIUATCTBA € 000
11 nayynu myOnukamuu, cpesi KOUTO ABe MOHOrpaduu: ,,EBponeiicku mapTUITHU CUCTEMHU.
Cpasuutenen ananus Ha 20 gemokparuu (1945-2020) (YHUBEpCUTETCKO U3aTENCTBO ,,CB.
Kmument Oxpuacku‘, 2021, ¢. 254, ISBN 978-954-07-5135-1) u ,,[lonuTHYECKUTE MAPTHH:
WHCTUTYITMOHAIM3AIMS U OpraHu3anuoHHo pazsutue’* (U3marencrso ,,Hayka u obmecTBo®,
Codus, 2021, c. 152, ISBN 978-619-7000-06-1). Hapen ¢ moHOTrpaduuTe ca npeactaBeHu 3
cTynuu (egHaTa B chaBTOPCTBO ¢ ['eopru KapacumeoHoB), €/jHa T71aBa OT KOJIEKTUBHA KHUTA B
MEXIyHApOIHO U3aHKNE Ha aHTJIMHCKH €3UK U 5 HAyYHU CTaTHH, OT KOUTO €/IHATa B
MEXIyHApOIHO U3JaHUE HA aHTIUHCKH e3uK. OOnmsAT 06eM Ha Ta3u HaydyHa MPOTyKIIHsI, KAKTO
Y Ka4eCTBOTO i HAI'BJIHO MOKPUBAT M3UCKBAHUATA KbM XaOWIHTUPAHHUSI PETIOABATEN 10

MOJIMTUYCCKU HAYKH.



OcHoOBeH Xa0uJauTannoHeH Tpya ¢ myoaukyBanara mpe3 2021 r. moHorpadus ,,EBponeiicku
naptuiinu cucreMu. CpaBHuTelneH ananu3 Ha 20 nemokparuu (1945-2020)“. ToBa uscienBane e
JeiCTBUTENTHA TaHOpaMa Ha TEOPETUYHHUTE THPCCHHUS B aHAJIM3a U Pa30MpaHeTo 3a MAPTHUTE U
naptuiinure cucremu B EBpona. Brieuatienue npasu Ha bpBO MSICTO 000OIEHUETO HA
OTPOMHHUS EMITMPUYCH MaTepral 3a euH AbJIBI ucTopudecku nepuon (1945-2020) npu ToBa B
20 eBporeiicku JeMokpanuu. M3cnensanero 3amuraBa yCcrenHo OCHOBHATA CH XUIIOTE3a:
MOJIXOABT Ha ,,u30panus b1 (path dependency) e ocHoBHa 00siCHUTETHA TEOPHS 3a
WHCTUTYIIMOHAIM3AIMATA U PA3BUTHETO HA TAPTHUHHUTE CUCTEMH B €BPOMECHCKUTE IEMOKPAIUH.
B noaxpemna Ha TOBa aBTOPBHT MOOWIN3HpPA TEOPETUYHUTE MOAXOIU HA TIIesa OT CBETOBHO
LUUTUPAHU U3CIIEI0BATENN, OCHOBHO OT aHIJIO€3UYHUS CBAT. bhJrapckute aBTopu MPUCHCTBAT MO

TeMaTa I0-0rpaHUYEeHO, TJIABHO 3aIll0TO ca IyOJIMKYBAaHU HA aHTJIMMCKH €3HK.

N3crenBaHeTo ¢h3/1aBa BIEYATIIEHUETO 32 MO3aiiKa OT TEMaTUKU, 00€AMHEHU OT 00II0TO
3aryaBue. Hali-3HauuTenHa e riaBarta 3a KIMBUDKUTE, KbJIETO aBTOPBT Pa3ChikAaBa IPOCTPAHHO
3a XapakTepa Ha Te3H CTPYKTYpHH KOH(IMKTH Ha MOJIEPHUTE 00IIecTBa, pa3rpaHNyaBa
COLIMAJHU OT MOJUTUYECKU KIUBU/DKU U CE 11030BaBa Ha €/lHa IIMPOKa rpyra akaJeMUYHU
u3cieaBaHus TO Temara ot nociegaure 50 ronuHu. Maiko He0OACHUMO €, 3al10 UMa OTJENIHA
rinasa ,,IlapTuitnu pamMunuu®, ciaen KaTo ToBa IpyNupaHe Ha NApTUUTE Hail-4ecTo ce 00sICHSBA C
KIUBUKUTE. MOHOTrpadusaTa TpeTUpa U MUPOK KPbI' OT MPOOJIEMH 3a MACTOTO Ha
MOJINTUYECKUTE NMapTUH B ChbBPEMEHHUTE OOLIECTBA, BKIIFOUUTEIHO CaMOIIO3ULIMOHUPAHE B
UJIE0JIOTUYECKOTO MPOCTPAHCTBO, JOBEPHETO KbM TSIX B OOILIECTBOTO, BHTPEIIHATA JUHAMUKA Ha

MMapTUUTC (paSI_ICl'IJ'ICHI/IH n CJ'II/IBaHI/IH).

Kpatka oT/ienHa riiaBa € oCBeTeHa Ha yCIeXbT Ha TPAJAUIIMOHHUTE MAPTHH — €HA OT TE3UTE,
3alquTaBaH! OT aBTOPa, HO U OT APYTH U3CJICAOBATCIIHU, €, YC BBIIPCKU IIPpMBUHATA KpH3a HAa
TPaJAULIMOHHUTE MAaPTUU U HATHUCKBT HAa HOBUTE (YECTO MOMYJIUCTKHU ) MAPTHH, I'bPBUTE yCTOSBAT
Y MPOBIDKABAT J1a MTPAST CHIIECTBEHA POJIS B MOJMTHYECKUS )KHUBOT. TOBa € BbB BPBH3Ka C €IHO
94eCTO M3IOJI3BaHO OT JI-p MusteH JIroOeHOB MOHSTHE — 34 ,,3aMPH3BAHETO Ha TAPTUHHHUTE
CHCTEMH", KOCTO ce CIHCBa B Te3ara Ha path dependency (mbpBoHauanHUTE CHOUTHS, PEIICHHUS,
OpraHu3aliKi UMaT ChIIECTBEHA POJIsi B CTPYKTYPHPAHETO Ha IeIIHs TTOCIIEBAIIl IIPOIEC Ha

napTuitHa qudepeHnranis 1 MHCTUTYIMOHATH3aIINsA).



[TapTuiiHuTe cucTeMU B €BpONEHCKUTE IEMOKPALIUM U TAXHATA KapTeau3alus, Npeau3BUKaia 10
rojsiMa CTereH MOIYJIUCTKUS OTIOBOD, € TpeTaTa OCHOBHA TeMa B MoHorpadusita. (U Tyk
BEPOSITHO TE3H JIBE IJIaBH Morar Jia Ob1aT o0equHeHn). ToBa 0 royisiMa CTENeH € IeHThp Ha
MoHoOTpadusTa 1 060011aBa OTPOMHUS EMITUPUYECH MaTepHall BbpXY IsIaTa CIeBOCHHA
HCTOpPHS Ha €BPOIIEUCKUTE IEMOKpALMK U cpaBHsBa 20 OTIENHU Ka3zyca. Y MEHUETO 3a
0000111eHIe HECBMHEHO € €/IHO ChLIECTBEHO KaYeCTBO Ha U3CJIEI0BATEIN U U3UCKBAHE KbM
XaOWJINTHPAHUTE IPENOJaBaTENH, 3al[0TO TOBA MO3BOJISIBA OT KOHKPETHUTE U3CIICIBAaHU JIa Ce
IIPEMHUHE €CTECTBEHO KbM IIPETIOAABAHETO, T.€. KbM IIPOU3BEXKIAHETO HA pa3dUpaHe OT CTpaHa

Ha o0y4YaBaHUTE.

Cniopen MeHe HsIMa ChbMHEHUE, Y€ Ta3u MOHOrpadus Ha a-p MuseH JIroOeHOB 11e Ob/1e eauH
M3KJTFOYUTETHO TI0JIE3¢H U3TOYHUK B YHUBEPCUTETCKOTO 00pa3oBaHKe, HO CHIIIO U OCHOBA 3a 110-

HaTaTbIIHU U3CJICABAHWA HA TOJTUTUYCCKUTE MAPTUU B CbBPEMCHHUTC 06HICCTBa.

bux morsn ga popmynarpaM u HIKOJIKO KPUTHYHU OENEKKH KbM MPEJCTABEHOTO U3CIIEABAHE.
[TepBaTa ce OTHACS 0 OCHOBHUSI TEOPETUUCH MoaX01 Ha path dependency u u3001110 KbM HOBHS
MHCTUTYLMOHAIN3BM. TpyIHOCTTA HA TO3M MOAXO] € J1a 00SCHU IpOMsHaTa Ha mapTUiiHaTa
CHCTEMA, aKO M3001110 CTaBa Ayma 3a mpoMsiHa. Tyk 0OM4aitHO ce BbBEXK1a pa30upaHeTo Ha
M0JIX0/1a Ha pallMOHATHU U300p 3a MOJUTUKATa KaTO CBOEOOpa3eH mnasap, KbJIeTO OBEICHUETO
Ha aKTbOPHUTE € KaTO MOBEJCHUETO HAa PUPMUTE U MOTPEOUTENNUTE Ha Ta3apa. AHAIOTUUTE
HECHbMHEHO Ca MOJIE3HU B IO3HAHNWETO, HO MOT'aT U J1a MOJIBEXKAAT. 3al[0TO HaBIM3aHETO Ha
Ma3apHUTE JIOTUKU B MOJIMTHKA (€/1Ha IO CHILECTBO Hema3apHa cdepa) uMaT KaTacTpoQaliHu
MOCTIeTUIH 3a MOJUTHYECKOTO, TOBA € PUCKBT OT MPEBPBIIAHETO HA MOJIUTHKA B OOMKHOBEHA
Thprosusi. Ho BBIpOCHT TOraBa €, qajiu nceBona3apHaTa KOHKYPEHIUS MeKIy CTapyu U HOBH
MApTUH B MTOJIMTHKATA € ICHCTBUTETHUAAT HAYMH 32 TIPEOIOJIIBAaHE Ha MHEPIUATA Ha
,,ITBPBOHAUATHUS N300p*“? Min 1mo-cKopo € BIPHO, Y€ Ta3h MHEPIIUS YKPEIBa ONpeaesieH
colualieH pea (Ta00amHust KalmuTalu3bM), BCe IIOBEYE OCIIOPBAH OT IPaXI1aHUTE B MHOTO

JEMOKpAIUH.

Btopara xputnyHa 6enexka e mo-ckopo ¢puitocodcka, Makap Jga HiMaM HUKaKBa KOMIETEHTHOCT
B Ta3u o0jacT. T4 e mokana 3a 1ucKycus. EMHO TokoBa MamalHo u3ciaeaBaHe Ou MOTJIo Ja

M06I/IJII/13Hpa napajgurmMara Ha COIMaJIHUA KOHCTPYKTUBU3BM, 3alIOTO CONHUAIIHU PCATHOCTHU KATO



KJIMBUJDKH, JISIBO-JSICHO, CACTEMHOCT M @aHTUCUCTEMHOCT MOTI'aT Jja C€ pasriIeXk1aT KaTo
COLIMAJIHU KOHCTPYKILIMH U TOraBa OT MHTEPEC 11I€ Ca COLUAIHUTE U IIOJUTHYECKU POJIM Ha
aKTbOPUTE B MOJIMTUYECKHUS Mpoliec. ToBa HanmpuMep Moxe M0-100pe 1a 00SICHH 3210 B
Lentpanna u 3rouna EBpora akTbopuTe MPOU3IIE3TH OT OMBIIUTE YIPABISABALIH
KOMYHHMCTHYECKU ITAPTUU MOTaT J1a 3aeMaT CBPbXKOHCEPBATUBHU U JIECHU IIO3ULIVH B
IIOJINTUYECKOTO NPOCTPAHCTBO, 3a PA3JIMKa OT 3al1aIHOEBPOIEHCKUATE IapTUU OT ChILATa

naptuiiHa haMuus.

B xonkypca e npeacraBeHna u Bropa MoHorpagus, , [lonuruueckure mapTuu:
WHCTUTYLMOHAIM3ALIMS U OPTaHU3AIMOHHO pa3BUTHe*, myonukyBaHa cbio npe3 2021 r. Tazu
MOHOrpadusi OTHOBO MOKa3Ba BUCOKATa aKa/leMUYHa KOMIIETEHTHOCT Ha JI-p MuneH JlroGeHoB,
IMpOKaTa My €PYAUIHS U CTIOCOOHOCTTA MYy Ja 0000111aBa OTPOMEH eMITUPUYCH MaTepuan. B
Hes 3aCThIIBA KPUTHYHOTO pazOupane, 4e ,,CbBPEMEHHHUTE MAPTHH Ca TIPEIU BCHYKO
KOHKYPHpAIIH Ce JIUJEPCKHU TPYIH OT MPOo(eCHOHATHU MOTUTHIIH, ,,KyXU YePYNKHU", U3Npa3HEeHU
OT UJIEOJIOTHYECKO ChIBPKAHKE, a HE TOJIKOBA MHCTPYMEHTH 3a IPak1aHCKO
npencraBuTencTBo®. Ho kakBo ToBa 03HauaBa 3a MOJUTUKA U3001110, HE CE JIU IPEBPbBILA TS B
,,11a3ap Ha TMOJIUTUYECKH MPOAYKTH C pa3IMYHO, YECTO ChMHHUTENHO KauecTBO? He n3uesBa i
MOJIMTHKATA KaTO TaKaBa M TOraBa, KakBO MoOke Ja s 3aMeHn? Ollie moBeye, ue aBTOPhT €
y0eneH, ue ,,TapTUUTE HAMAT KOHKYPEHTHU M0 OTHOIICHWE HA HHCTUTYIIHOHATHUTE UM (YHKIIUH,
CBBP3aHHU C IBbPKaBHOTO yrpasieHnue . ToBa, pa3dupa ce, ca BbIIPOCHU 3a MO-HATATHITHU

n3CJIICABaHU.

CraTtuure, CTYIMUTE U IJIaABUTE OT KOJEKTUBHU KHUTH, KOUTO I-p Musen JIroOeHoB
IIPEACTaBs, IIOKa3BaT HETOBUs MIOCIIEAOBATEIIEH HHTEPEC KbM ITOJIUTUYECKATa COLIMOIIOT U, KbM
TEOpHATA HA MOJUTUYECKNATE MTAPTUU U MAPTUWHUTE CUCTEMH. Ta3M MOCIEN0BATETHOCT B
Hay4YHMTE 3aHMMAaHUs € IPEAIIOCTaBKa 3a €JHO ACHCTBUTEIHO 331b100U€HO II03HaBaHE Ha

MaTepusiaTa U U3TPAXKAAHC Ha U3CIICAOBATCIICKU YMCHUA.

Hapen c u3cnenoBarenckara cu neiHoct, A-p Musen JIroOeHOB € Beue YTBBPACH U OMMUTEH
YHHUBEPCUTETCKH MpenoaBarein. bui e HaydeH cekperap Ha karenpa ,,Ilonuronorus®. Jilnunure
MU HaOJIOIEHUS ca, Ye ce T0JI3Ba C YBaXKEHUETO Ha KoJleruTe cu U Ha cryaeHture B CY, Ha

KouTo npenojasa. J[-p Munen JIto6eHOB € akTuBeH 1 B brirapckara aconuanus 1mo



IMOJIMTHYCCKHU HAYKH. A 13BBH YHUBCPCUTCTCKUTEC CH 3aHUMAaHUA € oun u CCKpETap Ha

npe3uieHTa Ha pemyoiaukara (2012-2017) mo BeTpeniHaTa mojJuTuKa.

B 3aka04ueHue nie Kaxa, 4e KaHauaarypara Ha a-p Munen JIio0eHOB B KOHKYpca 3a JIOICHT 10
3.3. [lomutuuecku Hayku, 06sBeH oT CY ,,CB. KimmmenT OXpUICKU™, € HAITBJIHO TOIXOAINA U
3alUTeHA OT ISUIOCTHATA My M3CJICJI0BATEJICKa, MPEIO01aBaTelICKa i OOIEeCTBEHA ICHHOCT.
W31s10 moKpersiH HeroBrst H300p Ha Ta3W aKaJeMHYHA JUIBKHOCT M ChbM YOCJICH, ue
YHUBEPCHUTETHT IIIe UMa B HETOBO JIMIIC €MH KOMITETEHTCH U aKTUBEH XaOWITUTHPAH

IIpernoiaBaTell.

Ly /"

npod. Aatonmii Togopos, 1.H. ~ .



English translation
Review-opinion

on the competition for associate professor on 3.3. Political Science (Political Science - Political

Parties and Party Systems), with candidate Dr. Milen Todorov Lyubenov

by prof. Antony Todorov Todorov, Dr.Hab., NBU, 3.3. Political Sciences

Dr. Milen Lyubenov graduated as a Master of Political Science at Sofia University “St. Kliment
Ohridski” in 2002. After a doctorate at the same university, he defended a doctoral thesis in
Political Science in 2010 entitled “The Bulgarian Party System: Grouping and Structuring Party
Preferences (1990-2005)”. He has been teaching at Sofia University since 2006, successively
holding the respective academic positions of assistant, senior assistant and chief assistant. |
remind this because it is clear that this is a consistent academic career, which quite naturally
reached a habilitation procedure. Author of three monographs (one based on his doctoral thesis)
and 16 scientific publications, Dr. Milen Lyubenov is already an established academic researcher

and lecturer, who has probably chosen the university as his professional field.

Dr. Milen Lyubenov applied with a total of 11 scientific publications, including two
monographs: “European party systems. Comparative Analysis of 20 Democracies (1945-2020)”
(University Publishing House “St. Kliment Ohridski”, 2021, p. 254, ISBN 978-954-07-5135-1)
and “Political Parties: Institutionalization and Organizational Development” (Publishing House
Science and Society, Sofia, 2021, p. 152, ISBN 978-619-7000-06-1). Along with the
monographs, 3 studies are presented (one in co-authorship with Georgi Karasimeonov), one
chapter of a collective book in an international edition in English and 5 scientific articles, one of
which in an international edition in English. The total volume of this scientific production, as

well as its quality fully meet the requirements for the habilitated lecturer in political science.

In the competition for associate professor of 3.3. Political Science the main habilitation work is

the monograph “European party systems. Comparative analysis of 20 democracies (1945-2020)”.



This study is a real panorama of the theoretical challenges in the analysis and understanding of
parties and party systems in Europe. Impressive in the first look is the synopsis of the vast
empirical material for a long historical period (1945-2020) in 20 European democracies. The
study successfully defends its main hypothesis: the path dependency approach is a basic
explanatory theory for the institutionalization and development of party systems in European
democracies. In support of this, the author mobilizes the theoretical approaches of the
constellation of world-cited researchers, mainly from the English-speaking world. Bulgarian
authors are more limited on the topic, mainly because they are published in English.

The study gives the impression of a mosaic of themes united by a common title. The most
significant is the chapter on cleavages, where the author reflects extensively on the nature of
these structural conflicts of modern societies, distinguishes social from political cleavages and
refers to a broad group of academic research on the topic of the last 50 years. It is a little
inexplicable why there is a separate chapter, “Party Families”, since these families of parties are
most often explained by the cleavages. The monograph also deals with a wide range of issues
concerning the place of political parties in modern societies, including self-positioning in the
ideological space, trust in them in society, the internal dynamics of parties (splits and mergers).

A short separate chapter is dedicated to the success of traditional parties - one of the hypotheses
defended by the author but also by other researchers is that despite the apparent crisis of
traditional parties and the pressure of new (often populist) parties, the former resist and continue
to play essential role in political life. This is in connection with a concept often used by Dr.
Milen Lyubenov - the “freezing of party systems”, which is connected with the thesis of path
dependency (initial events, decisions, organizations have a significant role in structuring the

entire subsequent process of party differentiation and institutionalization).

Party systems in European democracies and their cartelization, which largely provoked the
populist response, are the third major theme in the monograph. (Here, too, these two chapters can
probably be combined). This is largely the center of the monograph and summarizes the vast
empirical material on the entire post-war history of European democracies and compares 20

national cases. The ability to synopsize is undoubtedly an essential quality of the researcher and



a requirement for habilitated lecturers, because this allows from specific research to move

naturally to teaching, i.e. to the production of understanding by the learners.

In my opinion, there is no doubt that this monograph by Dr. Milen Lyubenov will be an
extremely useful source in university education, but also a basis for further research of political

parties in modern societies.

I could also formulate few critical remarks to the presented research. The first refers to the basic
theoretical approach of path dependency and to the new institutionalism in general. The
difficulty of this approach is to explain the change in the party system, if there is a change at all.
Here, the understanding of the approach of rational choice for politics as a kind of market is
usually introduced, where the behavior of actors is like the behavior of companies and
consumers in the market. Analogies are undoubtedly useful in knowledge, but they can also be
misleading. Because the entry of market logics into politics (an essentially non-market sphere)
has catastrophic consequences for the political, this is the risk of turning politics into ordinary
trade. But the question then is: could we assume that pseudo-market competition between old
and new parties in politics is the real way to overcome the momentum of the “initial choice”? Or
rather, it is true that this inertia strengthens certain social order (global capitalism), increasingly

challenged by citizens in many democracies.

The second critical remark is rather philosophical, although | have no competence in this area. It
is an invitation for discussion. Such a large-scale study could mobilize the paradigm of social
constructivism, because social realities such as cleavages, left-right, systemic and anti-systemic
can be seen as social constructions, and then the social and political roles of actors in the political
process will be of interest. This, for example, may better explain why in Central and Eastern
Europe, actors coming from the former ruling Communist parties can take ultra-conservative and
right-wing positions in the political space, as opposed to Western European parties of the same
party family.

The competition there is also a second monograph, “Political Parties: Institutionalization and
Organizational Development”, also published in 2021. This monograph again shows the high
academic competence of Dr. Milen Lyubenov, his broad erudition and his ability to synopsize

vast empirical material. It claims a critical understanding that “modern parties are primarily



competing leadership groups of professional politicians, hollow shells emptied of ideological
content, not so much tools for civic representation.” But what this means for politics in general,
does it turn into a “market of political products” of different, often dubious quality? Doesn't
politics disappear as such and then, what can replace it? Moreover, the author is convinced that
“parties have no competitors in terms of their institutional governance functions.” These are, of

course, questions for further research.

The articles, studies and chapters of collective books presented by Dr. Milen Lyubenov show his
consistent interest in political sociology, the theory of political parties and party systems. This
successiveness in the scientific activities is a prerequisite for a truly in-depth knowledge of the

subject and building research skills.

Along with his research work, Dr. Milen Lyubenov is already an established and experienced
university lecturer. He was scientific secretary of the Department of Political Science. My
personal observations are that he enjoys the respect of his colleagues and the students at Sofia
University, to whom he teaches. Dr. Milen Lyubenov is also active in the Bulgarian Association
of Political Science. And outside of his university studies, he was also Secretary of the President
of the Republic (2012-2017) for domestic policy.

In conclusion, | will say that the candidacy of Dr. Milen Lyubenov in the competition for
associate professor in 3.3. Political Science, stated by Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, is
completely appropriate and defended by his overall research, teaching and public activities. |
fully support his appointment to this academic position and | am convinced that the university

will have in his person a competent and active habilitated lecturer.

prof. Antony Todorov, Dr.Hab



